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In this edition, news and views from Conference 2019, including:

Emeritus Professor, John Drummond, asks, 'What's so Special About Music?'
Masterclasses with Bridget Douglas (flute) and Associate Professor, Jeanell
Carrigan (piano)
IRMTNZ new branding and logo

There's plenty more to read, with thanks to all our contributors!

From our President
Welcome to the brand new Ritmico Online - what a great way to begin 2019! This exciting new
initiative will update us with IRMTNZ news and related information approximately every six weeks.
Welcome too, to Ritmico Online editor Cathy Martin, who brings a wealth of experience to this
position. Cathy’s official role is Communications Coordinator and she looks forward to contacting
Branches and hearing about any exciting events they are organising.
 
In January, Council farewelled Olga Barrett and Sarah Watson, and welcomed Annemarie Gasparini
and Cathy Martin. I am looking forward to working alongside these new councillors and thank
Andrew Buchanan-Smart, Wendy Hunt, Sian Williamson, Katherine Jones, Margaret Whitworth,
Jocelyn Donaldson and John Drummond for providing continuity on Council. 
 
Thank you to the Otago Branch for co-hosting with Council the IRMTNZ conference in January. We
were given a warm welcome and a week of motivating presentations, enjoyable recitals and
magic! It was wonderful to have good attendance from our members at this Southern Themes and
Variations Conference. Special congratulations to Vivienne McLean MNZM (Otago) and Rosemary
Stott (Christchurch) who were elected Life Members of the Institute at the AGM.

At the AGM, Council launched the updated logo. A graphic designer has been contracted to fine
tune the Institute’s branding and all branches will receive templates of the various branding
headers. We will also provide promotional postcards for Branch committees and members to
advertise for / invite new IRMTNZ members. Shortly, members will be able to download digital
postcards from the members’ area of the website, advertising for new students.
   
On 9 February I attended the Northland
Branch 50th celebrations. Congratulations to
Dora Harkness and her committee for
planning and executing such a memorable
day. It was wonderful to see past members of
the branch, several of whom travelled back to
the area, re-acquainting themselves with
present colleagues. Special congratulations to
Rae Patterson who was presented with a
plaque acknowledging her 50 years of
IRMTNZ Northland committee work - more
about this in the next issue of Ritmico
Online.  
 
I hope you enjoy this first issue of Ritmico
Online and many more to come.
 
Margaret Maw
IRMTNZ President

 

What's so Special About Music?

 John Drummond presents the
Judith Clark Memorial Address.
 
"This evening, I want to share with
you three or four characteristics
that, for me at least, make music
special. You can probably think of
other ways in which music is
special to you, and it may not be a
bad idea to do so. After all, music is
something we can easily take for
granted. In the contemporary
world, because of technology, it is all around us. We hear it without asking for it,
in shopping malls and aeroplanes, in cars passing in the street, at cricket
matches, on television. And we can hear it voluntarily at any time, 24/7, by
pressing switches in our own homes or on our mobile phones. The fact that it is
available everywhere instantly tells us something about it ..."   

Read John Drummond's bio notes here.

Read the full address here.

From Violetta to Dolly Parton – ‘own the stage’!

Flute Masterclass with
Bridget Douglas
With her upbeat and natural
approach, NZSO principal flautist
Bridget Douglas offered sage
advice for wind players and indeed
all musicians at this masterclass.
Cathy Martin shares some of the
highlights.

Interpretation
Research the piece, eg what does the title mean? What inspired the composer?
Does it express a physical movement or tell a story? In working on a Prokofiev
March, Bridget asked the student to walk back and forth while the pianist played
the beat, to get a feel for martial discipline. With an arrangement of Violetta’s
aria from Verdi’s La Traviata, she encouraged the student to ‘own the stage’ like
an opera singer. Bridget likes students to sing the melody so that they are more
aware of the vocal line.
Articulation
Follow the composer’s instructions carefully, as articulation broadens the colour
palette.  Tonguing can get in the way of the sound: ‘The air flow needs to be
consistent and what often happens is that it gets cut up by the tonguing.’ Think of
the tongue being propelled by the air.
Breath control
Nervousness is simply excitement about performing – who knew?! Bridget gave
us a breathing exercise, drawing the air in slowly, feeling it as cool on the lips,
then the teeth, then the tongue, then the throat. She suggested we visualise the
tone: ‘Think about the sound being spun, it’s like a spool of thread … you can
colour, thicken it or make it smaller … the bonus is when we breath well we’re in
tune …. Wind players can learn so much from singers in terms of breathing, that
sense of openness and extension across the chest.’
Posture
Wind players often make the mistake of bending into their instrument rather than
bringing it to themselves, keeping their posture lifted like a singer. The chest
needs to be open and full: ‘think Dolly Parton physique’!!! Musicians that play
standing should distribute their weight evenly without locking their knees. Rather
than resting on the heel of the foot the weight should be forward on the balls of
the feet.

Read Bridget Douglas' bio notes here.
 
Catherine Martin (Cathy) teaches piano and has been national representative for
Trinity College London for nearly 20 years. She holds Grade 8 flute and has
collaborated with several flautists including Bridget Douglas. Cathy is an active
member of IRMTNZ and is enjoying her new role as Communications Coordinator
for the Institute.
 

Storytelling in Musical Interpretation

Piano Masterclass with
Associate Professor Jeanell
Carrigan
In this senior masterclass, Jeanell
Carrigan focused on posture,
dynamic range and articulation.
Claire Osborne reports that this
helped the students reach a greater
depth of interpretation to
effectively convey ‘the story’. 
 
Alexander Sun played Chopin’s Valse in A minor, op.34, no.2. Here, Jeanell
explained that good contact with the keys brings security which is important
when performing on an unfamiliar piano. Adjusting the piano stool to its correct
height, at which the student’s feet are solidly on the floor, will ground the sound.
She emphasised the use of arm weight to facilitate a greater depth and warmth
of tone.
 
Clare Cocks performed Schubert’s Sonata in E, D459 – Allegro Moderato and
Jeanell reiterated the importance of posture. If seated too close to the keyboard,
the shoulders rise which can create tension. She discussed Schubert’s lieder –
music which tells a story. The movement’s sonata form requires an
understanding of each section’s role. Jeanell suggested employing a holistic
dynamic map to communicate the music’s story. The development section needs
additional drama and dialogue which can be produced by increased attention to
articulation, dynamics, and balance.
 
Sophie Sun presented Brahms’ Intermezzo in B-flat minor, op. 117 no. 2. Jeanell
highlighted the insight that context can bring to interpretation. This work was
written late in Brahms’ life, hence its harmonic density, and his large physique
impacted his expectation of the sound to be conveyed by the performer. This
comment reflected Jeanell’s keynote address to delegates about the importance
of unlocking the score with students, and how form, dynamics, and articulation
are vital in telling the story.
 
Finally, Moriah Osborne performed Poulenc’s Intermezzo in A flat. Once again,
Jeanell spoke about conveying the appropriate sound. Poulenc’s music is full of
bright colours, therefore strong and contrasting dynamics are essential. Within
the harmony, contrasts exist between individual parts, and consideration of the
weight of individual fingers will allow the performer to express the smallest
details of the piece. Poulenc himself used a significant amount of tre corde to
enhance the bass line, and performers should bear this in mind when playing his
works.
 
We came away from the masterclass with plenty of new ideas to apply to
teaching or performing!
 
Shortly after Conference, Jeanell and her husband, Associate Professor Goetz
Richter, were awarded the Australia Medal (AM) in the Australia Day Honours List.

Read Jeanell Carrigan's bio notes here.
 
Claire Osborne has been teaching piano privately in Otago for 30 years. She also
teaches flute, recorder, and theory for Saturday Morning Music Classes. Claire
divides her time between teaching, family, and gardening.

Brand News

In pursuit of our goals, IRMTNZ announces several
exciting developments. One of these is the
appointment of a Communications Coordinator.
Cathy Martin steps into these boots and gives us a
taste of things to come.
 
As IRMTNZ Communications Coordinator (just call
me CoCo), I'm indebted to Council who have put in
the hard yards over the last 2 years, with advice
from the fabulous Julie Sperring in the last 12
months. Julie is the author of the IRMTNZ
Communications and Marketing Plan (Comms Plan)
which was introduced at the recent AGM. She says,
“I’ve been involved with the IRMTNZ in many ways
over the years, as a provisional member, government nominee when I was at
SOUNZ, and now through my own work as a strategic planning advisor. You
should all feel very proud of being part of this organisation – for the work you do
as music teachers, and the way you as members are committed to this process of
development. It’s exciting to see Cathy bring all her experience and passion for
music education to the role of CoCo, and I will be watching with great interest as
your foray into the digital world takes shape!”
 
Thanks Julie – we’ll keep you posted!
 
I was lucky to have a wonderful music education with inspiring teachers and have
gained a considerable range of skills and experience through my various
professional involvements. I see the role of CoCo as an opportunity to pay it
forward – to contribute to the regeneration of the Institute and through this, the
health and vitality of music education in our community.
 
Part of my role is to help raise the profile of the IRMTNZ, with reference to the
new Comms Plan. The Plan will help us establish a consistent brand image
throughout the Institute. Our logo, vertical pull-up banner, website banner and
letterheads have been redesigned. The IRMTNZ Logo and Brand Guidelines
specify use of our logo, colour palette and fonts, and give tips on writing style and
taking publicity photos. We’ll need to adhere to the guidelines to convey a
consistent visual message which will help make IRMTNZ more instantly
recognisable.
 
IRMTNZ members can view the IRMTNZ Comms Plan and IRMTNZ Logo and Brand
Guidelines in the Members Only section of the website.

Members will soon be able to create their own login to the website and add a
personal profile to their contact details. More on this in the next Ritmico Online!

IRMTNZ AGM 2019

A year of continuing development
Council members Margaret Whitworth and Sian Williamson report that energy
and unity of purpose were evident throughout this year’s AGM.
 
New Year’s Honours List 2019
Congratulations to these inspiring IRMTNZ teachers who were recognised for their
outstanding services in the New Year’s Honours list:

Ingrid Joy Culliford of Whanganui, awarded Member of New Zealand Order
of Merit (MNZM) for services to music.
Elizabeth Jean Curtis of Havelock North, awarded Queen’s Service Medal
(QSM) for services to music.
Winifred Norah Bickerstaff of Napier, awarded Queen’s Service Medal
(QSM) for services to music education – now in her ‘90’s, Winifred is a past
member.

Members honoured by the Institute will feature in the next edition of Ritmico
Online.
 
Two new Council members were introduced:

Annemarie Gasparini (Auckland, District 1)
Cathy Martin (Taranaki, District 3).

Reports
Margaret Maw presented a comprehensive and clear President's Report.
IRMTNZ has had a year of continuing development, aiming to fulfil the four goals
set in 2016. Margaret listed the substantial progress made by Council last year,
and revealed the forthcoming agenda. Members present voted unanimously in
favour of a small increase to national subscription fees.
 
Communications Advisor, Julie Sperring, gave us a concise, user-friendly
explanation of the Communications Plan.

Registrar, Elene Anderson, presented the Financial Report in plain English
which was appreciated by all present.

New Chief Executive for Chamber Music New Zealand

Congratulations to IRMTNZ member, Catherine
Gibson, on her appointment as Chief Executive for
Chamber Music New Zealand!
 
Originally from the UK, Catherine has been a
prominent and dedicated figure in music
performance, teaching and arts management both
in the UK and New Zealand. Having worked as a
teacher and freelance oboist with leading
orchestras and chamber music ensembles in the
UK, Catherine has a broad international
perspective, as well as extensive experience
in music and education throughout the country, developed through her work with
Canterbury Opera, Lincoln University, University of Otago, and coaching
ensembles for the NZCT Chamber Music Contest.
 
“It has been a privilege to work alongside retiring Chief Executive, Peter Walls
and championing the achievements represented by the CMNZ brand. I am thrilled
to be taking on the Chief Executive role, leading our teams and volunteers all
around the country and extending relationships with our stakeholders and loyal
supporters. Along with a respect for the heritage of chamber music, I am excited
to further develop our programmes and the arts in New Zealand.”
 
Catherine also looks to the broader role of chamber music in the community. “I
believe in the potential of transformative experiences through ‘music up close’/
‘puoro taupiri’ and envisage a future where music in Aotearoa inspires creativity
and plays an essential role in well-being and connectedness.”

Click here to find out about Chamber Music New Zealand's 2019 season

In Memoriam

It was with sadness that we learned that our friend,
colleague, and respected musician, Sue Branch,
passed away peacefully on Saturday 26 January.
Sue was a member of IRMTNZ since 1973 and was
awarded Distinguished Branch Member for
Hawke’s Bay in 2009.

Council member, Wendy Hunt, recalls that “Sue
had tremendous attention to detail, preparing
music thoroughly for me as her students’ exam
accompanist, and of course not tolerating deviation
from the score. This characteristic was particularly
evident in her tremendous wealth of facts and
anecdotes stored away for those delightful times
when she would regale us with a jolly good story.
Sue will be a huge loss to our music community, but will never be forgotten by all
who have known her.”

Read more here.

Recommended Resources

A Good Read
Searches for TRADITION
Essays on New Zealand Music, Past and Present
Edited by Dr Michael Brown (Curator, Music at the Alexander Turnbull Library) &
Associate Professor, Samantha Owens (Victoria University of Wellington)
Writer and broadcaster, Roger Smith, says that 'curiosity underpins the
musicology in this book'...

Read more here.

You'll find more good reads and resources for music teaching in the IRMTNZ
library: click here.

WHAT'S ON

IRMTNZ Branch Activities

Auckland
Piano Pedagogy Workshops with
Marvin Blickenstaff (USA)
Friday 26 April, 9.30am – 4.30pm / Sunday 27 April 9.30am – 4.45pm
Diocesan School for Girls (Junior Hall), Clyde Street, Epsom
Contact Janine Gunnell to register auckland@irmt.org.nz
 
Christchurch
Picnic for younger teachers and teachers with young families, Sunday 3 March,
12.30pm – 3pm, 11 Orchard Place
Stellar Strings Workshop with Stephen Larsen, Sunday 31 March 1.15pm – 5pm,
Rangi Ruru Girls’ School
Contact Janey Seed for details janey_seed@xtra.co.nz
 
Gisborne
Masterclass with David James
Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 March, St Andrew’s Church
Contact Coralie Hunter for details coralie@xtra.co.nz
 
Manawatu
Seminar with Maaike Christie-Beekman
Performance Anxiety/Stage Presence and Stage Craft
Sunday 17 March, 1.30pm – 4.30pm, Freyberg High School Music Suite,
Palmerston North
Contact Dianne Dellow to register dianne.dellow@gmail.com
 
Taranaki
Motivational seminars for teachers and students with
Michael Griffin (Australia)
Sunday 31 March 2019, Devon Hotel, New Plymouth
Contact Tracy Christiansen to register tracyaaron@xtra.co.nz
Register before Fri 8 March and go in the draw to win Michael’s book, Learning
Strategies for Musical Success
 
Wellington
Book Chat coming up on 21 March. And more!
irmtwellington.org.nz for details

Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New Zealand
Website: Click here
Email: registrar@irmt.org.nz
PO Box 4122, Christchurch 8140
Registrar's hours are 1pm - 6pm Mon-Fri
Closed weekends and public holidays

Nurturing the love of music making
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