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In this issue of Ritmico Online we travel back in time, dipping into our
history and celebrating milestones:

Taonga puoro
NZ Youth Choir at 40
Lili Kraus, long johns, and a lifetime teaching piano
Renaissance dance moves
Beethoven 250 and Beyond: Conference 2020

'Music, at its essence, is what gives us memories. And the longer a song has existed in
our lives, the more memories we have of it.' - Stevie Wonder

From our President, Margaret Maw

Time never stands still and this can be
said about IRMTNZ which has gone
through several metamorphoses, since
the 1890’s. At that time, there were
Societies of Musicians which then
developed into the New Zealand Society
of Professional Teachers of Music (1924).
In 1931 the national society became the
Music Teachers Association of New
Zealand to more closely relate its title to
the Music Teachers Registration Board of
New Zealand which was established

under an act of Parliament in 1928. In 1935-36 it was found that the Association
was structured illegally, so in 1940 the Society of Registered Music Teachers of
New Zealand Incorporated was adopted. Finally, the Music Teachers Act 1981
came into force in 1982. The Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New
Zealand, administered by a Council with a new Music Teachers Registration
Board, was born.

Wallace Woodley, President IRMTNZ 1986-1994, tells me that the aims of the
Institute included combining the functions of the previously separate Federation
and the Registration Board. The Council was intent on broadening the activities of
our organisation to cater for teachers of all instrumental/vocal disciplines,
reaching out to tutors / lecturers of universities and other academic institutions,
and establishing Teacher Training Courses from Pre-Service to Diploma Level.

Moving into the second decade of the 21st century has proved to be quite a
challenge for the Institute! Our 2014 Talkfest marked a major shift in direction
and resulted in the Strategic Plan which Council agreed to implement.

Since then, we have implemented innovative ways to operate whilst ensuring
that the fundamentals of sound teaching practice remain of utmost important to
our profession. The Teacher Training Courses have been reviewed, updated and
become online courses. We have introduced new membership categories such as
LAIRMTNZ and the registration process is now more user-friendly. New policies
have been put in place, eg  Student Safety Policy, providing support to our
members. Working alongside other music organisations such as MENZA and
TCANZ, we are networking more widely. We have refreshed our logo and website,
established a consistent image through brand guidelines, and developed a
communications and marketing plan  to help raise our profile.  As a result,
memberships have increased! This year has been especially exciting as we have
more fully embraced the digital age with the introduction of Ritmico Online and
our own Facebook page. 
 

Our Taonga

In pre-European Aotearoa, Maori music
had many purposes other than
entertainment - for instance, welcoming
or announcing important occasions. At the
opening of the recent Music Therapy New
Zealand Symposium in Hamilton, a
selection of taonga puoro were performed
by  guest speaker and musician,
Horomona Horo. Our Communications
Coordinator, Cathy Martin, was lucky
enough to be there, representing IRMTNZ
at the kind invitation of Music Therapy
New Zealand.

Horomona welcomed us in Te Reo,
English, and with music, before sharing
his life story. Growing up, he didn't

always make the wisest choices and he lived rough on the streets for a while. It
was the discovery of his cultural identity and taonga puoro that helped him turn
his life around, and he expressed  gratitude to his mentors, Richard Nunns and
the late Hirini Melbourne.

Horomona is now internationally recognised as one of the foremost practitioners
of taonga puoro. He enjoys cross-genre collaboration and has performed with the
Weimaraer Staatskapelle Orchestra, Kiri Te Kanawa and Voices New Zealand,
amongst others. 

Looking ahead, taonga puoro feature in a forthcoming Chamber Music New
Zealand concert tour: Taonga Moana - a love letter to the oceans. 

Taonga Moana is a stunning multi-media homage to our oceans, born from the
desire to talk and sing about topics that are acutely relevant to people at present.
The current state of our oceans is a highly-charged topic that presents an
opportunity to connect concerned people with the choral art-form. For
information click here. 

To find out more about Music Therapy New Zealand click here. 

 

Still Youthful at 40!

Arne Herrmann, Chief Executive of
Choirs New Zealand, toasts the
40th anniversary of the New
Zealand Youth Choir. 

On 20 August 1979, an idea gave
birth to the iconic National Youth
Choir (now NZ Youth Choir). The
more than 100-strong choir
rehearsed for the first time at Knox
Church Hall in Lower Hutt. We find
out that 40 years is a long time
when we realise that the original
Knox Church no longer exists;
founder, the inspiring Guy Jansen,
has died, and so has the choral godfather, ‘Prof’ Peter Godfrey. Since it began,
more than 1,000 singers have received training through the choir. The trophy
cupboard at choir HQ overflows with evidence of choral excellence, the
centrepiece being the Choir of the World Trophy from the Llangollen International
Music Eisteddfod, (the ‘Rugby World Cup’ of choral music), and more stories from
the road than we can count. NZYC has performed more than 400 times in over 50
cities and towns around New Zealand and given over 100 concerts overseas in 27
countries.
 
The impact of NZYC on our small country is astonishing: alumni singers have
moved on to international singing careers including Simon O’Neill, Anna Leese,
Madeleine Pierard, Sol3Mio, Teddy Tahu Rhodes, and Martin Snell. Even more
alumni now have positions teaching music, inspiring next generation singers as
choir leaders and conductors, and creating wonderful music from Auckland to
Invercargill. Alumna Hilary Barry, the TV presenter, still hails her time at NZYC as
life-changing.
 
We celebrate our 40 year milestone with a tour to the Pacific, paying tribute to
the important influence Pasifika music and artists have had on the choir over the
years. Stopovers include Samoa, Tonga, Niue, Fiji, and New Caledonia, and the
concert repertoire includes music from those islands alongside contemporary and
traditional music from Aotearoa. The day before departure, we’ll stage a
celebration concert in Auckland (December 6 at Holy Trinity Cathedral), where
alumni are expected from near and afar. They will contribute and sing, some in
situ, some virtually, in a celebration of glorious music making. NZYC will also be
joined by Voices New Zealand, our professional chamber choir formed 20 years
ago to provide a vehicle for singers to keep singing on the highest level of
excellence post NZYC.
 
Happy Birthday, New Zealand Youth Choir! And if you have been part of our
history: Cheers to you, thank you!
 

Childhood Experiences Kindle a Lifelong Flame

Barbara Jones FIRMTNZ reflects on the
early influences that set her on the path
to a lifetime teaching piano.

At the ripe old age of 83, I have finally
retired from piano teaching! And I have
been reflecting on my teachers and the
musical experiences that have helped
make me who I am.

My mother, a talented pianist and singer,
was my first piano teacher, guiding and
nurturing my early interest in music.
Going to sleep listening to her playing
beautiful music - often Chopin Ballades
and Etudes, Schubert Impromptus, or
Mendelssohn Songs Without Words - was

pretty special. When I was nine, she took me to my first concert - Lili Kraus. It was
a winter's evening and involved a long walk to Lyttelton railway station, train to
Christchurch and a tram into the city. It was a night to remember. Lili skipped
onto the stage wearing a long-sleeved full-length white lace evening frock and
proceeded to dance her way through Mozart's Rondo in G K485 - it still sings
inside my head. In The Press the next day we learned that she wore long johns
under her gown! 

After the war years and primary school in Lyttleton, a BNZ transfer brought us to
Palmerston North. Going from the small four-teacher West Lyttelton School to
Palmerston North Intermediate with over a thousand pupils, where the
headmaster rode his bicycle around the lengthy corridor, was a huge culture
shock. The family quickly became immersed in music, with piano tuition from
Sister Cecily at the convent for my younger sister and I, and piano and vocal
lessons for our mother. My brother learned the violin. Our mother, Gladys Boyce,
gained Trinity College London singing diplomas, became registered, and taught
piano and singing from our home. I gained ATCL Performance in my final music
prefect year at Palmerston North Girls' High School......

Being part of Manawatu Branch has been most rewarding, with continued support
and friendship from my colleagues. I was fortunate to have parents who made
sacrifices to ensure that my siblings and I all had quality music tuition and
opportunities. I have loved teaching and hope that I have managed to
communicate and pass on my love of music with its many rewards to my
students. I am a reluctant retiree but macular degeneration decided this for me. I
guess after 49 years of teaching I have had a good innings!

 Article abridged, supplied courtesy of Manawatu Branch IRMTNZ and originally
published in the Manawatu Branch newsletter, Anacrusis, May 2019. Contact
editor, Marise McNeill for a copy: marisemcneill93@gmail.com.

 

Of Byrds and Ponies

Delegates at Conference 2019 had an
elegant introduction to early dance,
thanks to Renaissance dance master
Jonathan Cweorth and his merry band, the
Rare Byrds. Kris Zuelicke reports.
 
The Rare Byrds first took us through a
warm-up Pavane, with a series of forward
and backward steps and rises, followed
by the more complex Washerwoman’s Branle, a circle dance in duple metre.
Dancers take turns acting out 16th century scenes that include 'scolding the
washerwoman': putting one hand on hip and then shaking fingers at one another.
We were told that members of a court would have enjoyed the role play of being
both the nobility as well as the washerwoman.

The third dance was the Horse’s Branle, which involved pawing at the ground
with our feet like a horse. The final dance of the session was an English country
dance to the tune, Newcastle. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed both the music and
dancing and heartily took part—even those who often say, 'I don’t dance'.

The Rare Byrds can be contacted on Facebook. 

Kris Zuelicke was raised in the United States and has been teaching and
performing music in New Zealand since moving here from Germany in 2003. She
obtained a Bachelor of Music from Miami University and a Master of Music Theory
from Indiana University, with a cognate in Music Education. She recently
graduated from the New Zealand School of Music with a Doctorate in Harpsichord
Performance and enjoys performing many styles of music. 
 

BRIDGING CULTURES: BEETHOVEN 250 AND BEYOND

It’s almost time for the next
Conference, and co-convenor,
Dianne James, gives us a sneak
peek at what's in store for IRMTNZ
Conference 2020. 

Auckland Branch invites all
members to come and celebrate
the Beethoven 250 year in style at
the IRMTNZ National Conference,
16 - 19 January 2020.

Beethoven's monumental legacy of music will be the springboard for an enriching
smorgasbord of lectures, concerts, masterclasses and workshops. The venue is
King’s College in Otahuhu. By all accounts the food will be fabulous, and the
accommodation will be on par with high-level bed and breakfast options
elsewhere.

 

New Zealand String Quartet

Renowned for their vibrance and energy, the
New Zealand String Quartet will be in
residence, and their full-length recital of three
Beethoven Quartets is certain to be a
Conference 2020 highlight.

A strength of this Conference is the prominence
of sessions focusing on string performance and
pedagogy. NZSQ will lead the string
masterclasses, as well as sessions on
Beethoven interpretation, cello technique and
violin/viola technique. They will also join pianist
Stephen De Pledge in a performance of
Schumann’s exciting Piano Quintet – a concert which promises to close the
conference on a high.

 

Stephen De Pledge

Stephen De Pledge’s recital, Bagatelles and
Beyond, will juxtapose Beethoven’s Bagatelles
with New Zealand piano pieces, stretching from
Lilburn in the 1940's to works hot off the press.
His session, Beethoven For All, will examine the
common ground between major works and the
simplest sonatina, and suggest movements
from the sonatas suitable for Grade 5-8 level
students. In Unlock Improvisation, Stephen will
share exercises that will demystify the process
and enable anyone to play more spontaneously.

 

Rae de Lisle

Rae de Lisle has a huge following both
nationally and internationally, and she will
continue discussions initiated in previous
presentations to IRMTNZ Branches. She will
explain how a series of simple exercises can be
applied to repertoire of all levels in order to
make playing easier, more musical and more
fun. Rae will draw on excerpts from her recently
published e-book, Fit 4 Piano, and teachers are
invited to bring repertoire to discuss the
application of these exercises in pieces at all

levels.
 

But wait, there's more!

William Dart’s keynote address, If Beethoven were with us now . . . ., will
discuss how this seminal composer might he have responded to the rich musical
diversity of our times if he were alive today.

Peter Walls will deliver the Judith Clark Memorial Address at the Conference
opening, reflecting on Beethoven’s teachers and what they did to nurture
Beethoven’s creativity. Peter’s second talk, A Journey to the Interior, will consider
the increasing intimacy of Beethoven’s String Quartets, a development that took
place even while the genre became more public, moving out of the drawing-room
and into the concert hall.

In addition to the string and piano masterclasses, there will be classes for
woodwind with Ben Hoadley, and voice/collaborative piano classes with Catrin
Johnsson & Rachel Fuller. Sessions on Music Learning Theory and a Harry
Potter House System for sparking motivation in the private studio are also
featured, as are contributions from non-traditional instrumentalists, underpinning
the bridging cultures aspect of our theme.

Register now to take advantage of the Early Bird Fee of $350, which includes
tickets to the NZSQ and Stephen De Pledge recitals. Early Bird registrations close
15 November. To register click here. 

 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

WEBSITE: Openculture.com is a comprehensive cultural and educational website.
Listen to what is possibly the oldest known piece of music, dating from the 14th
century BCE. 

BOOK: If you want to find out more about traditional Maori instruments, Brian
Flintoff's book, Taonga Puoro, is comprehensive and illuminating, and filled with
photos of these exquisite instruments . 

WEBSITE: The Dutch Bach Society aims to deliver the complete works of JS Bach
to global audiences via their website and YouTube channel. 

VIDEO: 50 years ago, some of the most iconic rock musicians of the 1960's
performed at the Woodstock Music Festival, in front of around half a million
people. Guitarist, Carlos Santana, later said, 'It was like witnessing an ocean of
hair, teeth, eyes and hands. If you closed your eyes, you could forget the impact
of seeing a moving ocean of flesh. Then you could just feel the sound, which had
a different kind of reverberation when it bounced off the people and came back at
you...'
 

WHAT'S ON

IRMTNZ Conference 2020
Auckland 16 - 19 January
The programme and registration form are now available
here: 
Bridging Cultures: Beethoven 250 and Beyond

 

MENZA Conference 
Music '19 REMiX
Christchurch 7 - 9 October

NZ Youth Choir Auditions

Auditions for NZYC close 14 October. 

Adam Summer School for Chamber Music
Nelson, 8 - 16 February 2020
Applications now open

The Bach Project
 Yo-Yo Ma performs the Six Suites for Unaccompanied Cello
Christchurch 12 November, 7.30pm
  
 

National Concerto Competition 2019 - 2020
Preliminary rounds Thursday 5 and Friday 6 December
Semi-finals Friday 6 December at 7pm
The Piano, 156 Armagh St, Christchurch
 

Ritmico Online ISSN 2703-1845

Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New
Zealand
Website: Click here
Email: registrar@irmt.org.nz
PO Box 4122, Christchurch 8140
Registrar's hours are 1pm - 6pm Mon-Fri
Closed weekends and public holidays
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