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Issue 5 August 2019

In this issue of Ritmico Online we look at imaginative ways to engage
younger learners, with topics including:

Storytelling to encourage musical expression
Visual approaches to auditory processes
First lessons: getting it right from the start

And we have a special announcement!!! We now have an IRMTNZ Facebook page
where you can find an array of informative and inspiring posts, including video clips of
concerts and masterclasses, forthcoming events, IRMTNZ news, and news from related
bodies and individuals. 

From our Registrar, Elene Anderson

Welcome to another Ritmico Online! It is
wonderful to have the opportunity to be in more
frequent contact with IRMTNZ members.

The theme for this issue is 'Early Learners'.
Research has shown that early childhood – a
period of rapid change and development – is the
most critical period in a child’s musical growth
and that young children should be exposed to
and take part in making music to ensure a
comprehensive learning experience. Musical
experiences in childhood are thought to
accelerate brain development, particularly in
areas of language skills and reading skills. Singing and music are an important
part of all human cultures and as music teachers, our role is to nurture children’s
musical abilities.

As a professional organisation, IRMTNZ is committed to supporting its members
by providing regular professional development opportunities and upholding
standards of excellence in the teaching of the art of music. We have a number of
registered Early Childhood Music teachers who are well respected in their field.
We would like our members and in particular our branch network to continue to
actively encourage those music teachers who do not belong to IRMTNZ to join us
and reap the benefits of our nationwide network. As well, we encourage all
existing members to reach out to our newest Associate and Provisional members
and support them in their journey to gain experience and knowledge as music
teachers.

I would like to challenge all members to become more actively involved in the
IRMTNZ – we typically have the same 10-15% of members attending our annual
Conference, attending local branch events, volunteering for their local Branch
Committees and engaging with new members. I’d like to see a lot more members
add their profile information to our website - this is a key part of marketing
yourself! We need to support each other and our Institute if we are to fully benefit
from belonging to a professional organisation.
 

Pedagogy 101

Thanks to the initiative of Auckland Branch
IRMTNZ, internationally respected music
educator, Marvin Blickenstaff, visited New
Zealand earlier this year, presenting seminars
packed full of useful advice in Auckland and
Christchurch. Sue Woodward reports on his
seminar, Pedagogy 101, at which he offered
imaginative strategies for beginner piano
lessons.

'Music expresses feeling...' were Marvin's first words to us, followed by 'teach to
express music through your soul.' We were mesmerised and looked forward to
more words of wisdom.

He then mentioned his dear friend and mentor, the late Frances Clark, who was
influential in teaching young children in the USA. Her tutor book, Time to Begin,
was the 'American music Bible for all teachers.'  It reinforced 'preparation,
presentation, reinforcement.' Marvin impressed on us to 'get it right from the
beginning.' We need to be sensitive to the psychology of the first lesson and
building trust: the 'teacher is a piano partner.'

Initial lessons are when we explore the piano - what it's made of, the sounds and
pitch, using rhymes to emphasis rhythm and tones, and exaggerated hand
gestures to explain small and large movements. In fact, exaggerations made both
practically and aurally, help with the student's basic concepts of keyboard
technique, sense of direction, performance and creative skills. Marvin reiterated
many times: 'always exaggerate to get the message across to students.'

Most importantly, the 'student leaves the first lesson knowing how to play.' The
first homework assignment is to make up a piece, for example, using the title,
Falling Leaves. The black note keys offer a myriad of little tunes that can be
created by demonstrating the skills achieved in the lesson. This is a wonderful
opportunity for the teacher to create as well. It's important to 'program a practice
routine by using repetition every lesson.'

To sum up, Marvin shared his basic lesson plan for effective lessons:
T     E     R     R     A     C
Technique Expressive Rhythm Reading Aural Creativity

Our role as teachers is to 'plant seeds that will flower and grow into a full grown
passion of music.'

This report, from the Auckland Branch IRMTNZ newsletter, Write Notes, May
2019, has been reprinted with the kind permission of Sue Woodward and
Auckland Branch. Look for more on Marvin Blickenstaff in the October issue of our
hard copy journal, Ritmico.

Sue Woodward has taught and played the piano for thirty years, and believes that
her role 'is to nurture one's ability to create music rather than just perform
it....learning piano is not just all about playing.' Sue is a member of Auckland
Branch IRMTNZ.

 

From Sonatina to Cinderella

At Conference 2019, Melody Deng, gave a
sparkling presentation: enhancing expressive
playing through storytelling.
  
Analysis involves the student learning the
basics of a piece, then at a later lesson listening
to Melody play it, before working out
‘characters’ via phrases, dynamics and
articulation.  Initially students need
considerable assistance, but they soon get into
the swing of imagining, for instance: their
heroes (loud dynamics, major key); an
enchanted forest or sandy beach (major key,
soft dynamics); a wicked witch (modulation to a
minor key with loud dynamics). Interrupted
cadences can provide comic relief, while
modulations add drama to a piece. Interpreting the music through storytelling is
fun and quickly understood.
 
Her belief that sonatinas offer excellent training for technique, passage playing,
phrasing, form analysis and a pathway to harder repertoire, is not always met
with enthusiasm by her students!  However, Melody noted that sonatinas do not
generally have imaginative titles – indeed, often no title at all beyond Sonatina,
so she reasoned this means they are open for interpretation, aka storytelling.

The presentation was well accompanied by video and audio recordings of a few of
Melody’s pupils demonstrating the process.  Melody also gave examples at the
piano of how she shows students that the left-hand accompaniment can give an
idea of the activity e.g. the steady pulse of Alberti Bass is like walking or riding in
a carriage. 

The goal is that, in time, students become autonomous at analysis and
interpretation, transforming music into their personal storytelling journey, and
eventually extending this method to other genres and longer pieces e.g. sonatas.

Melody shared a ‘cheat sheet’ with us that helps students create narratives and
characters in a sonatina or sonata. We were invited to visit her website -
www.ecbpiano.com - for regular blog posts and resources on teaching through
storytelling and other creative teaching ideas.

Ruth Stilwell has her own piano/theory teaching business, The Noteworthy School
of Music, in Cromwell.  She particularly enjoys playing baroque, modern and show
music.  Ruth's students perform regularly at retirement villages and other
concerts.
 

Colourful Teaching

Aussie import, John Colwill, has had a multi-
faceted career in music education and
performance. His colour coded piano teaching
method, Piano Play, is a delight for younger
students: Joy Hood reports on his presentation
at Conference 2019. 

John Colwill’s workshop opened with two
questions: ‘do you have crazy ways to introduce
piano?’ and, ‘does it seem strange to you that
musical instruction is through the eye of the
student and not the ear?’
 
John talked about the art of self-discovery,
asking if this includes hearing and seeing

patterns as a series of gestures in a piece of music.
 
Beat and rhythm are tied together. Poems have rhythm: catch the words, using
your hands in time with the rhythm.
 
He also took us on a ‘brief walk through the ages’, looking at educators who
developed music reading methods. These included: Guido d’Arezzo, who is widely
considered to be the inventor of staff notation and the use of ‘ut-re-mi-fa-so-la’
(‘do-re-mi-fa-so-la’); Pierre Galin, who used scale degrees to teach music
patterns; Kodály who advanced the singing of movable do for classroom teaching,
and Suzuki whose idea of the Mother Tongue informed his violin teaching.
 
John commented on colour-coded pre-school hand bells and the use and history of
colour codes to help children who cannot read to identify notes, eg Géza Szilvay’s
Colourstrings Method. 

Piano Play uses five colours for the piano’s black note pentatonic scale: black,
blue, red, yellow and green. Diatonic songs are played on the white notes using
the A natural minor scale:  eg William He Had Seven Sons or Old Abraham Brown
is Dead and Gone as well as melodies on the C Major scale such as Row, Row,
Row your Boat explored using numbers, letter names or solfa. These scale
melodies are executed with two hands (no thumbs) covering the 8 notes of the
octave.
 
This was a highly informative presentation for the teacher who has young
students with reading difficulties.

Joy Hood is a member of the Rotorua Branch IRMTNZ committee. She teaches
piano and theory from her home, and also plays organ for her church. In her
spare time she walks, swims, reads, and she attends Taoist Tai Chi for health and
fitness twice a week.

2019/2020 National Concerto Competition

National Concerto Competition Chairman, Michael
Lawrence, reports.

It seems such a short time since we celebrated the
50th anniversary of this enduring competition in
March 2017. Since then two more contests have
been held. Last March we listened to three finalists
compete to win the award for winner of the
National Concerto Competition.  Cellist Hyein Kim
played Tchaikovsky, flutist Isabella Gregory played
Ibert and violinist Diane Huh played Sibelius. 
Diane won with a gripping account of the Sibelius
violin concerto that held the audience’s attention
from start to finish.  The December preliminaries
of this year’s competition present an opportunity for pianists aged under 25 to
compete to play in the final with the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra in March
2020. 

For adjudication this year we’re very pleased to welcome back Professor Terence
Dennis from Otago University, and Glenn Riddle from the University of Melbourne.
Both are experienced judges who were involved some years back with the
National Concerto Contest.  We’re also delighted to have Kenneth Young
conducting the orchestra for the final in March 2020.

No doubt there will be players tackling composers as diverse as Beethoven,
Chopin, Schumann, Liszt, Brahms, Mendelssohn, Prokofiev, Ravel and
Rachmaninoff.  It will take huge amounts of effort to conquer the challenges in
each work.  Like their predecessors over the last half-century, the young pianists
will find learning these great works a wonderful stimulus to their musical
development.  Then, for the three selected finalists there will be the reward that
drives them most of all – the chance to play with a full symphony orchestra.   For
further information please click here. 
 

Chamber Music Contest

Another stunning Northland ensemble made it to the finals of the NZCT Chamber
Music Contest this year, taking out the SOUNZ Award for Best Performance of a
New Zealand Work. Farr-Out Trio was tutored by IRMTNZ member, Atsuko
Fukuoka. Violinist, Atawhai Martin, and cellist, Purotu Martin, are no strangers to
the Contest finals, having been members of Te Ahi Kaa, overall winners in 2018.

Hats off to top prize winners for 2019, Sixteen Strings, from Wellington. Clarissa
Dunn spoke with the ensemble immediately after their win on 5 August, and the
conversation was broadcast on RNZ's programme, Upbeat. Listen here. 

Member Updates

Let's be Friends
Social media is one of the most effective means of communication in the 21st
century, and IRMTNZ have much pleasure in announcing our new Facebook page:
LearnMusicNZ.  Our Facebook page features will be updated regularly. Please
visit, like and share!  

What's in a Name?
Humble apologies to Sarah's Watson and Watkins for the erroneous attribution of
the 'Pitching Our Voices' item in Issue 4 of Ritmico Online. Sarah Watson was the
author, not Sarah Watkins. Sarah Watson has been correctly noted as the author
in the PDF available on our website. 

Ritmico Online
Due to a glitch in our database management, some members may not have
received earlier issues of Ritmico Online. Please note that all issues are available
for download from the members only area of our website. 

Recommended Resources

INTERVIEW: Te Kotãre is an exciting new waiata resource for young children, now
available in all our early childhood centres, kura and primary schools. Kapiti early
childhood teacher, Jenny Shearer, noticed how children responded to the bush,
and 'thought that it would be a great idea to write some music for the kids to sing
in the forest'. Following Jenny's death from cancer in 2015, her husband, Grant,
set about completing the waiata, with the assistance of musician, Matiu Te Huki.
He was interviewed by Kathryn Ryan on RNZ National, 30 April 2019. An inspiring
story, a wonderful resource.

METHOD: Drawing on the Kodály method, the Colourstrings Method, for younger
violin students, was created by Hungarian brothers Géza and Csaba Szilvay. The
Colourstrings website explains that 'The philosophy and method does not form or
mould the child to the need of the instrument but rather domesticates the
instruments and the instrumental teaching to meet the child’s need.' The nearest
school offering Colourstrings is in Brisbane - who will bring it to New Zealand?

OPINION: Dr Peter O'Connor questions Creatives in Schools. Is this MoE initiative
a step forward or sideways? A provocative read.

WHAT'S ON

MENZA Conference, Music '19 REMiX,
Christchurch 7 - 9 October 2019

 

IRMTNZ Conference, Bridging Cultures:
Beethoven 250 and Beyond,
Auckland 16 - 19 January 2020

Music Therapy New Zealand
Symposium 2019
Special Focus: Still me; Music Therapy
and person-centred dementia care
Hamilton 17 & 18 August 2019

Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New
Zealand
Website: Click here
Email: registrar@irmt.org.nz
PO Box 4122, Christchurch 8140
Registrar's hours are 1pm - 6pm Mon-Fri
Closed weekends and public holidays

Nurturing the love of music making
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