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Extraordinary people survive under the most terrible circumstances and they become more extraordinary

because of it. - Robertson Davies, Canadian novelist

In this issue:

» Flute masterclass with Dr Hannah Darroch
« Introducing Dr Patrick Shepherd, our new Government Nominee

» NZs globally regarded international violin competition — it's back, better than ever!

And much more...

TURN YOUR FACE TO THE SUN

Drawing inspiration from the ever-cheerful sunflower, our President Wendy Hunt signals a positive year

ahead.

Throughout the turmoil of recent years, Zoom lessons and meetings, online CPD, mini-conferences and
access to webinars have helped many of us stay connected and integrated, sufficiently engaged with who

we are and what we love to deliver: effective music-learning for our pupils.

In 2023 Council is launching some new initiatives, anticipating a refreshed, rejuvenated Institute to which we

can all be proud to belong. Please be sure to take every opportunity to maintain your own vitality.



| am delighted to welcome Dr Patrick Shepherd
to our team as Government Nominee, pending
official appointment. Patrick’s diverse professional
experience and support for the Institute make him

the ideal person to fulfil this vital role.

I am thrilled and proud to report that we have over
20 candidates currently working on our various
Teacher Training courses. The calibre of their
thinking, efficiency, sincerity, and flexibility will
equip them well for whatever their teaching future
holds. We have had one applicant for our new PD

Scholarship and look forward to hearing how it is

benefitting her.

Over summer I've been keenly conscious of many huge sunflowers - even in Hawkes Bay where we had
endless weeks of rain these giant happy faces bloomed and cheered from the roadside. At dawn they faced
the sun with the promise of fresh starts, during the day they radiated brightness and hope, and at dusk they

sighed contentedly to rest.

Whatever you choose to do this year, make it rejuvenating and of value to yourself and your pupils. May
there be no more unexpected surprises, just bright days bursting with opportunities like the seeds of the

sunflower.

Hurihia to aroaro ki t era, tukuna to atarangi, kia taka ki muri | a koe -

Turn your face to the sun and the shadows will follow behind you.

Wendy Hunt
President & Teacher Training Coordinator IRMTNZ

Editor's note: Wendy penned this optimistic message prior to the arrival of Cyclone Gabrielle. Since then
her world and that of many of our members in Hawke’s Bay and other northern parts of the country has
been turned upside down. Our thoughts are with Wendy and all those affected by the devastating weather

events of recent weeks. Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui - be strong, be brave, be steadfast.



FLUTE MASTERCLASS WITH DR HANNAH DARROCH

IRMTNZ Mini-Conferences 2023

Our Christchurch Mini-Conference at Labour
Weekend included three masterclasses, one of
which was taken by Dr Hannah Darroch. Hannah
had an easy rapport with the students from the
outset, encouraging them to listen carefully and
suggesting helpful technical tips. Kathy

Thompson reports.

Four students played a wide range of musical
styles, and Hannah identified different issues for
each to enhance performances that were already

competent and confident.

In the first movement of Sonata in G minor by CPE Bach, Hannah worked with Eva Wu to improve the
coordination between her tongue and fingers. She made Eva aware of the unnecessary movement she
made when lifting her fingers in the semiquaver sections, particularly important with notes such as C and D
when all the fingers move. She encouraged slow practice to ensure an even connection between each note.
This was followed by tips about practicing fast-tongued passages with slurs and how to avoid the sound of

the tongue at the start of a note.

Louise Shen played Tarantella by Russian composer Vladimir Tsybin, a virtuoso showpiece with lots of
flourishes making extensive use of all three registers. Hannah discussed managing the full range of the flute
in such works and achieving different tone colours by shaping the mouth as if for different vowels. The
internal pulse was also crucial for the very fast passages, with slow practice recommended. After Louise
played a requested passage Hannah asked, “How many notes did you hit in the middle of the dart board”?

This encouraged careful listening and self-assessment.

Andy Li’s playing of the first movement of Antique Suite by John Rutter led to a discussion about vibrato.
Although Andy’s vibrato was confident, Hannah explored ways for him to use it creatively to achieve an
expressive sound, pointing out that vibrato can get in the way of the shape of the melody when it is not used

carefully.

Miu Kim, the final participant, played the first movement of Sonata for Piccolo and Piano by American
composer Walter Saul. Hannah drew some comparisons between playing the flute and piccolo, with the
piccolo requiring lighter articulation, along with different notes requiring adjustments for pitch in comparison
to the flute.



| appreciated how Hannah engaged with the students before they played, enquiring about their aims for the
piece and asking what they found challenging. | also liked the way she asked the students what they heard,
or what they thought of the changes she asked them to try, always engaging them in the process of

experimenting and learning.

Dr Hannah Darroch is Principal Flute of the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra and teaches at the
University of Canterbury. Her varied career as a flutist has included orchestral and small ensemble playing
in a range of genres across NZ, Canada and the USA. She gained her doctorate from McGill University in
Montreal, Canada, and received a McGill Teaching Award in 2020 for her commitment to innovation and

collaboration at the University.

As a retired secondary school music teacher, Kathy Thompson Dip Tchg LTCL Flute LTCL Piano MusB
Hons AIRMTNZ enjoys using her teaching skills with her piano and flute students. Based in Dunedin, when
not playing music, she is in the garden or solving family tree mysteries, or maybe away in the campervan on

a cycle trip with her husband Bruce.

New Zealand'’s globally regarded Michael Hill
International Violin Competition, supported by
the Hill Family Foundation for Arts and Music,

returns in June 2023.

Considered an ‘Olympics of the violin world’, 16 of
the world's finest young violinists compete in

Queenstown and then Auckland. Over eight days,

a feast of spellbinding acts of virtuosity, T =
. . : international ™=
heartstring-tugging treasures and heroic violin competition
1 y
masterpieces are performed. The prestigious : —ﬂ
international judging panel selects the top three to TICKETS NOW DN SALE
perform in the judged grand final concert with the violincompetition.co.nz

Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra at Auckland’s
Town Hall on 10 June to win the coveted, career-

launching prize.

The “Michael Hill” is recognised as one of the most sought-after international violin prizes and the careers of

future musical legends are launched here in New Zealand when they go head-to-head for a prize package



valued at over $100,000.

Tickets on sale now through Ticketmaster in Auckland and Eventfinda in Queenstown!

EXAMS ACROSS THE BOARD

ABRSM, ANZCA, NZMEB, St Cecilia and Trinity College London are gearing up for a busy year of exams
across the country. All five exam boards are Affiliate Organisations IRMTNZ - scroll down for 2023 exam

dates.

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC (ABRSM)

Practical and ARSM (face-to-face)
Bookings: 10 - 24 July

Exams: October - December

DipABRSM, LRSM, FRSM Diplomas (face-to-face)
Bookings: 12 - 23 June

Exams: October — December

Performance and ARSM (digital)
Exams can be booked at any time: recordings must be

uploaded within 28 days of the booking.

Theory Grades 1-5 (online)

Exams can be booked at any time and taken within 28 days.

Theory Grades 6-8

Bookings: 13 - 24 June

Exam: Saturday 12 August - 9.30am

All exams except for Diplomas are booked online via an ABRSM account.

Refer to the website for further information about Diplomas.

Enquiries:



North Island — Carla Johnston: carla@abrsm.org.nz

South Island — Lois Dalton: loisdorothydalton@gmail.com

AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND CULTURAL ARTS Ltd (ANZCA)

For information about ANZCAs exams in 2023 please visit
the website or contact the New Zealand Representative, A N 2 ( : A

MUSIC EXAMINATIONS

Denise Dore at anzcanzrep@gmail.com.

Practical Exams

First session: 1 - 31 August
Closing date Sat 15 April

Second session: 1 - 20 December
Closing date Sat 16 September

Please note exam sessions may extend either side of these dates.

Theory Exams

New ZEALAND

First session: Sat 5 May

Music Closing date Sat 18 March
ExaMIiNATIONS _
Second session: Sat 28 October
Boarp

Closing date Sat 2 September

(™)
™)

sound values
Contact National Administrator Colette Alefounder at 0800 388 748 or

office@nzmeb.org.

ST CECILIA SCHOOL OF MUSIC EXAMINATIONS International (SCSM)

St Cecilia holds five sessions of music examinations

. J‘f
throughout New Zealand during the year. Face-to-face *-".-f St C ecCl ll I

and live online examination sessions have now been set

S‘ ! examinations international
in

for 2023. Teachers and candidates who choose the video

format may enter at any time.



SCSM welcomes all enquiries regarding our examinations. E-mail: info@stcecilia.co.nz OR visit our

website for full details.

March/April Series (27 March — 6 April)
Closing date: 22 February 2023

June Series (1-30 June)
Closing date: 22 April 2023

September Series (1-22 September)
Closing date: 22 July 2023

November Series (1-30 November)
Closing date: 22 August 2023

December Series (1-17 December)

Closing date: 22 September 2023

TRINITY COLLEGE LONDON

All 2023 exam dates for practical and theory, face-to-face

COLLEGE LONDON
Exam sessions Entry closing date
May/Jun/Jul Friday 24 March 2023
Aug/Sep Friday 26 May 2023
Oct/Nov/Dec (Auckland) Friday 28 July 2023
Oct/Nov/Dec Bay of Plenty,
Palmerston North, Wellington, Friday 4 August 2023
Christchurch & Timaru
Oct/Nov/Dec all other centres Friday 11 August 2023
Oct/Nov/Dec all other centres Friday 11 August 2023

Written Theory 13 May Friday 24 March 2023




Written Theory 4 Nov Friday 22 September 2023

Practical exams can be held at any time during the exam session timeframe. Exam dates are not confirmed
until receipt of appointment slips. At times Trinity may need to adjust exam sessions due to examiner

availability.

For Digital exams or further information please contact your Local Representative.

Annemarie Gasparini
National Coordinator New Zealand

annemarie.gasparini@trinitycollege.co.nz

BRING IT ON!

Kia ora from MENZA!

I hope everyone has had a lovely break and managed to
recharge those batteries. MENZA had a busy 2022 and |

feel 2023 will be even busier. How we do things has

ﬁmenza

Zealand Aote
changed due to the pandemic - MENZA has learnt a lot and looks forward to what 2023 brings.

In 2023, we will be updating our Constitution - we will hold a Special General Meeting in February. If you are
a MENZA member we will present the draft, seek feedback and offer clarification on the new constitution.
Then at our Annual General Meeting in the middle of the year, we will replace the old Constitution with the
new one after adjusting from members' feedback. If you are a member keep a lookout; we will send you

further details soon.

We will also have some fun, exciting bilingual resources coming through with Networks of Expertise funding
assistance. We have also started the process of creating resources for the upcoming NCEA changes. With
the new NCEA resources, we will focus on helping teachers with Matauranga Maori and supporting them

with the change package.

MENZA will also be holding its Conference in October this year. It has been a long time since we held one,
and it will be fun to see everyone there. Hopefully, you will be able to join us and even potentially present at
the conference. The conference will be held in Tauranga and I look forward to meeting more Music teachers

who do a fantastic job around New Zealand.

Finally, | would like to thank every music teacher in Aotearoa. You do a fantastic job of sharing your passion.



At times it is a thankless task, but you are all doing a wonderful job.

Te manu e kai ana i te miro, ndna te ngahere; te manu e kai ana i te matauranga nona te ao -

The bird who partakes of the miro berry owns the forest; the bird who partakes of education owns the world

Benjamin Lau

Matauranga a Puoro o Aotearoa - MENZA Chair

MEMBER NEWS

NEW GOVERNMENT NOMINEE

Dr Graeme Downes was appointed our Government
Nominee in July 2022, but sadly ill health led him to resign
before the year ended. We are grateful to Graeme for his

brief but valuable contribution.

We are delighted to welcome Dr Patrick Shepherd as our

new Government Nominee, pending Ministry of Education

approval. Patrick is no stranger to IRMTNZ having been
involved with us as a member since 1998, moderator of

our Teacher Training Courses, and presenter at national conferences and branch events.

Composer, conductor, performer, teacher, music critic and examiner, Patrick has called New Zealand home
since 1991. A graduate of Manchester, London and Canterbury universities, he is a senior lecturer at the
University of Canterbury, his main interests being music education, creativity, the neurological condition

synaesthesia and Antarctic Arts.

Patrick currently serves on the committee of the Australia and New Zealand Association for Research in
Music Education and is also the President of the Specialist Music Programme, which develops talented

young musicians in Christchurch.

Patrick’s works have been performed in Europe, USA, and Australia, and in New Zealand by the New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra, New Zealand String Quartet, NZ Piano Trio, 175 East, and Christchurch
Symphony Orchestra (CSO). Patrick has conducted the CSO, Christchurch Youth Orchestra, Garden City
Symphony Orchestra, NASDA chorus and the Christchurch Schools’ Music Festival Symphony Orchestra,
also serving as Musical Director of the Festival from 2013-2019. He is currently conductor of the Camerata

Strings.



Patrick is an Honorary Antarctic Arts Fellow, having travelled to Antarctica in 2004 and 2016, informing

much of his current creative work, including painting and poetry as well as music.

MUSICAL CHAIRS

All current chairs of local branches have now been interviewed for
Ritmico Online bar one. In this, our final Musical Chairs feature,
our Communications Coordinator (Coco) Cathy Martin interviews
Taranaki Branch Chairperson Cathy Martin. Since Cathy talks to

herself on a regular basis this was an easy assignment!

COCO: Did you always want to teach piano?

CATHY: When | was in school this was the last thing | had in
mind! | wanted to help people, so | pondered social work for a
time, and | was also interested in art and writing. My dad played
trumpet professionally and when | gained LTCL in the 7th form

(Year 13) a career in music seemed like a sensible choice. While

studying music at Victoria University | taught a little, but | didn’t

Cathy with our President, Wendy Hunt

see it as a lifelong career option. Performance was my raison

d’étre.

COCO: What changed your mind?

CATHY: As | matured, | became increasingly aware of how much my teachers loved teaching. At university,
Judith Clark was an inspiration, teaching from dawn to dusk, utterly dedicated to her pupils. During my
tertiary and post-tertiary years | established a career as a freelance musician and teacher. Teaching helped
me become a better musician — | had to practice what | preached! When focal dystonia cut my performing
career short, | continued to teach and as the years roll by, | find | enjoy it more and more. | can’t imagine not

teaching!

COCO: What does the year have in store for Taranaki Branch?

CATHY: We usually start the year with a PD event of some sort, and this year we’ve invited Rosa Scaffidi, a
pianist who has recently emigrated here from Melbourne, to speak about Romantic Repertoire and take a
Technique for Pianists workshop. Rosa holds MMus in piano performance and has a vast array of
performing and teaching experience, so we’re thrilled that she’s landed on our doorstep. We hold a student
recital towards the end of every term and in Term Three we have our annual Young Musician awards at

which students of Branch members present short recitals. | lead a terrific committee, small in numbers but



big in heart, and we look forward to providing our members with support and inspiration in the coming

months.

Catherine (Cathy) Martin studied piano with Judith Clark at Victoria University of Wellington before heading
overseas on a Jack McGill Scholarship for further studies in the late 80s. She joined the Council IRMTNZ in

2019 the same year she was appointed Communications Coordinator. Cathy holds BMus(Hons), FTCL and

LRSM and is a Leading Associate IRMTNZ.

PETER WILLIAMS QSM BMus Dip Tchg LRSM LTCL
FIRMTNZ

Last year our Hawke’s Bay Branch honoured one of our

most long-standing and active members with a celebration
lunch to mark his 90th birthday. Peter Williams QSM
Joined IRMTNZ in 1958 and along with his late wife Valerie

was at the helm of the Branch for many years. Rachel

LT T

Brownrigg spoke on behalf of the Branch.

“We don’t forget the time and effort you and Valerie have
given to this Branch. Valerie was Secretary/Treasurer for
26 years; you were Chairperson and Committee member
for a number of years and together you worked to set up

the Branch and its various scholarships and other events.

"Encouragement and help was given to some in this room
to consider IRMTNZ registration and your classes at the EIT [Eastern Institute of Technology] were helpful

in ensuring we passed our diploma exams to help the process of gaining registration. We remember the

masterclasses, seminars, and lunch hour concerts you organised for our continuing professional

development. They were rich times, appreciated by many here today.”

Peter was President IRMTNZ from 1998 to 2000 and in 2021 was awarded Fellow of the Institute. During
his extensive career he has been a classroom and private studio teacher, conductor, organist and music

reviewer, writing reviews for Hawke’s Bay Today well into his 80s. Peter was also Trinity College London’s

local representative for many years.

Current President Wendy Hunt thanked him on behalf of the Institute. “That our profession is not only



surviving but thriving bears testament to the vision, leadership, tenacity and ‘keeping of the standards’ of

colleagues such as you.”

Congratulations, Peter, on a long and well-lived life!

BADGE OF HONOUR - NEW MEMBER LOGO

Membership of IRMTNZ endorses you as a music teacher,

strengthening your mana amongst parents, pupils and Member

peers. Now you have a new way to proclaim your IRMTNZ IRMTNZ
membership to the world.

LearnMusicNZ

Council is pleased to present members with a new
IRMTNZ member logo specifically for use in email
signatures and other professional written communications eg studio newsletters, recital programmes and
member websites.

Our member logo incorporates the IRMTNZ logo in a ‘badge’ design for individual member use only. Three

options are available in the members only area of our website or from branch secretaries:

« dark green with white text and logo
« brown with white text and logo

» pale green with dark green text and full colour logo.

How to Use the Member Logo
We've created some guidelines for how to use the member logo: please read these HERE. These are also

available in the Members Only area of our website or from branch secretaries.

IRMTNZ LOGO EXPLAINED

Logos are a symbolic representation of an organisation or individual. The IRMTNZ logo encapsulates our

identity in several ways:

« the tree represents growth

» five branches on the tree represent the five districts of IRMTNZ

» exuberant notes represent the diverse community of music teachers that are integral to IRMTNZ

« the tree design has a ‘stamp’ effect which is analogous to a seal of approval; IRMTNZ members are

endorsed by the Institute and seen to be working to best practice



» a secondary benefit of the graphic is that when seen in full colour
the viewer can discern two hands holding up the notes — the
hands denote the role of teachers to support, help and teach

music.

Our Maori name, Ako Puoro, is incorporated into our logo and
signifies our openness to a diversity of cultures. The meaning of

Ako Puoro is significant for music teachers:

» Ako —to learn, study, instruct, teach, advise (Maori Dictionary)

» Puoro — song, musical instrument (NB there is NO macron).

Please note that the IRMTNZ logo may only be used by Council members and Branch officers on official

IRMTNZ emails and documents. It is not available for individual use.

RECOMMENDED

PODCAST: In recent years composer and Arts Foundation Laureate Ross Harris has discovered Klezmer
music as accordionist in Wellington group, The Kugels. “The relationship between melody and harmony can
be really ambiguous...l just love the possibility of things not going quite the way you expected...” In this
interview with Nick Tipping as part of the SOUNZ podcast series Ross explains how Klezmer has

influenced his composition.

READ & LISTEN: This article published on RNZs website explores the reasons behind classical music’s
increasing popularity amongst Gen-Z. Young millennial musicians are leading the charge aided by social

media and creative reinterpretations of classical masterpieces. Hip Hopera, anyone?

FILM: This year promises a bumper crop of movies that feature classical music, starting with with Golden
Globe-winning Tar. Starring Cate Blanchett, Tar tells the fictional story of a globally renowned conductor
who is appointed the first female conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic. Film critic Graeme Tuckett describes
Tar as “a startlingly literate and blazingly intelligent piece of writing, brought to life in a performance by Cate
Blanchett that will enter legend”. Other films in the pipeline include biopics Maestro about the life of

Leonard Bernstein and Chevalier, about 18th century composer and violinist Joseph Boulogne.

FORTHCOMING




THE TEACHING LEGACY OF CLAUDIO ARRAU

Christchurch Branch IRMTNZ presents a lecture-
recital with visiting Italian-Egyptian pianist Francesca
Khalifa

Tuesday 28 February, 7pm

The Piano House, 283 Riccarton Road, Christchurch

Francesca Khalifa has studied in New York City with
Cuban pianist, German Diez, who was a long-time student

and assistant to Claudio Arrau

Registration $10; space is limited so please register as

soon as possible by emailing Katherine Jones at

katejj.kj@gmail.com or completing the online form.

WORKSHOPS & A PIANO MASTERCLASS

Waikato Branch IRMTNZ presents two workshops and
a piano masterclass with Dr Flemming Kristensen
Saturday 18 March, 9.30am - 4.30pm

Workshop 1: The influence of the family on the
development of instrumental skills in young musicians
Workshop 2: Strategies to help you practice more
effectively

Registrations close 13 March

For registration fees and further information contact

Christine McHardie at waikatoirmt@gmail.com

AROHA STRING QUARTET INTERNATIONAL MUSIC ACADEMY

3 — 8 July, Wellington

Applications are now open and will close 19 March



Join fellow non-professional string musicians for six days

of stimulating and enjoyable music-making.
Areas covered include chamber music coaching,
rehearsals, technique and musicianship classes as well as

ensemble coaching.

If you are interested to find out more visit ASQ

International Music Academy 2023
or contact Cathie McCallum, ASQ IMA Administrator:

academy@arohaquartet.co.nz

VOICES AT THE END

Chamber Music New Zealand launches its 2023 season!

—
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\'\— 5 Pianist Michael Houstoun and composer John Psathas

Cha m be r M USiC come together for an extraordinary one-hour programme

in which they explore through music, text and film some of

N ew Ze a I a nd the most pressing issues confronting our world today.

Touring now through to 29 March.

CMNZ is pleased to offer a reduced ticket price for child / children with accompanying adult: $10 per child
and $15 per adult subject to availability. There is no limit on the number of children but bookings must be
made directly with CMNZ. Call 0800 266 2378 or email info@chambermusic.co.nz.

NZCT CHAMBER MUSIC CONTEST

Entries for the NZCT Chamber Music Contest (both Original Composition and Instrumental Performance
sections) are now open! For more information including key dates, rules and conditions of entry, entry fees
and entry forms please visit the website.

Please note that entries will close on 2 April 2023.

Enquiries: bleau@chambermusic.co.nz or contest@chambermusic.co.nz



MICHAEL HILL INTERNATIONAL VIOLIN COMPETITION 2023

Queenstown, 2 - 5 June m":hael hlu

Auckland, 7 - 10 June

Tickets on sale from February at: |nternatlo nal . "-3:-: Z
Eventfinda (Queenstown) VIUlIﬂ CUmthItIUn

Ticketmaster (Auckland)
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