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Ka mahuta a Matariki i te pae, ka mahuta ō tātou tūmanako ki te tau - 

when Matariki rises above the horizon, our aspirations rise to the year ahead.

In this issue...

Matariki - it's in the stars

IRMTNZ Conference 2026 - Studio Music Teaching and NCEA

IRMTNZ Conference 2026 - Music Beyond Genre

Taranaki Branch IRMTNZ PD, January 2027

... and much more!

UNDERSTANDING MATARIKI

The key to understanding Matariki is in the stars, as

Beck Ryan explains.

Waitī, Waitā, Waipunarangi, Tupuānuku, Tupuārangi,

Ururangi, Pōhutukawa, Hiwa-i-te-rangi o te whānau

Matariki!  As I type these names I can’t help but hum the

very modern Macarena tune that now provides the

structure for singing and learning these names. Matariki

(Ngā mihi o Matariki, te tau hou Māori!!!) is nearly upon

us.  This celebration is now a firm fixture in our public

holiday calendar, but what does it mean?

 

Matariki is the Māori name for the Pleiades star cluster

which rises in the East at the end of June or beginning of July; perhaps this helps to explain why the

public holiday is not on a fixed date every year. There are many different names for this star cluster from

other cultures around the world: Makali’i in Hawaii, Subaru in Japan (note the stars on the Subaru car

badge), Mao in China, Krittika in India, to name just a few. Optimal viewing in Aotearoa 2026 is at dawn

between 7 and 9 July. Look towards the eastern horizon before the sun rises, and follow these steps to

find Matariki:

●       find three bright stars in a line - Tautoru, Orion’s Belt or “the Pot”!!!!

●       trace to the left of Tautoru until you see a pyramid of stars - Te Kokotā

●       finally, look left of Te Kokotā and you will see Matariki.

 

Matariki is a time for honoring our ancestors, telling stories of the past year and planning for the future.

Families and communities gather to share rituals such as storytelling, sharing kai, stargazing,

acknowledging those who have passed, strengthening relationships with each other and connecting with

the sea, land and sky. Many schools and communities organise celebrations involving kai, concerts,

environmental projects and educational activities around this time. There is an enormous amount of

music being composed for Matariki, both classical and contemporary. I recommend having a look at the

SOUNZ website to see the wealth of music available to teachers and musicians and also checking out

what Matariki events are on in your area.

 

But what does Matariki mean to you?  Matariki is the mother and star of wellbeing, gathering everyone

together.  Tupuānuku watches over the food grown in the ground while Tupuārangi is the star of kai

above the ground.  Waitī is the star of fresh water, the lakes, rivers and wetlands while Waitā’s star covers

the domain of the ocean and saltwater.  Waipunarangi looks after the rain as it falls from the atmosphere

while Ururangi is the star of winds, reminding us of the energy around us.  Pōhutukawa is the star that

helps to guide those who have passed across the night sky and honours our ancestors.  Hiwa-i-te-rangi is

the ‘wishing star’, carrying our hopes and dreams. 

Perhaps you resonate with a particular whetū and can celebrate any or all aspects for the forthcoming

New Year?

Mānawatia a Matariki

Rebecca (Beck) Ryan (Ngāi Tahu)

IRMTNZ Council Member

CONNECTING THE DOTS: INSTRUMENTAL/VOCAL LESSONS AND THE
SECONDARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Studio music teaching directly supports secondary school

students in achieving the National Certificate of

Educational Achievement (NCEA) music, because it

aligns closely with the practical, creative and theoretical

requirements of the qualification. Brenda

Oakley, MENZA Board member, highlighted this

connection in her curriculum-focused presentation at

IRMTNZs Conference 2026. Report by Graham

McPhail.

This was a presentation that clearly resonated with many

conference participants; a show of hands revealed that a

large number of us teach in secondary schools as well as in private studios, and of course, many of us

teach secondary school students who are enrolled in the NCEA. The focus of Brenda’s engaging talk was

to ‘connect the dots’ for those of us still a bit mystified by how the NCEA system works, as well as to

provide us with some indication of changes currently underway in the school sector.

Brenda began by emphasising that both school and studio teachers are part of a shared vision and that

the contribution of each is significant for students' on-going musical development. She suggested one of

our roles as studio teachers is to support and encourage students to participate in co-curricular activities

where possible, and she drew our attention to the rich array of festivals and competitions that are part of

the national music landscape.

Brenda then provided a succinct overview of the current curriculum structure of ‘Strands’ and explained

how the NCEA assessment system links into that wider curriculum vision. Currently there are seven

Achievement Standards that students can engage in across the three levels of the qualification that

involve either individual or group performance opportunities. It was very interesting to see that across the

country at NCEA Levels 2 and 3 (Years 12 and 13) 6,100 students are currently involved in solo

performance Standards.

The next area Brenda discussed was the way in which NCEA assessment judgements are made for the

performance Standards. It was interesting to note that not many of us appeared to be familiar with the fact

that the standard of playing expected of students for Achievement (passing) the NCEA is intended to

reflect the level of a student in their third, fourth, and fifth years of tuition (ie Level 1, 2 and 3) in the

itinerant group lesson system. In other words, it should be possible to reach the achievement level

through the state funded group music lessons system. Many students who have lessons in the

community, therefore, are likely to be achieving well beyond the school level standard. To support this

understanding for studio teachers Brenda pointed out the NZQA Instrumental Performance

Guidelines and shared the guidelines for piano with us.

To conclude Brenda drew our attention to the MENZA initiative to raise awareness of Safer Spaces in

Music Education Aotearoa for the protection of both students and teachers.*

Brenda Oakley BMus Grad Dip Tchg (Sec) has over two decades of experience across classroom

teaching, itinerant music instruction, and private tuition. With a passion for helping young people grow in

creativity and confidence, Brenda is a strong advocate for the value of the arts in education. Her work is

grounded in the belief that music can be a powerful tool for personal and academic growth, and she is

committed to supporting meaningful, connected learning experiences for students across all aspects of

music education. Brenda is currently HOD Music at John Paul College, and a Board Member of MENZA

with a focus on Itinerant Music Teachers in Secondary Schools.

Graham McPhail EdD MEd (1st class honours) MMus MusB Hons) DipTchg AIRMTNZ is Associate

Professor in the School of Curriculum and Pedagogy, in the Faculty of Education and Social Work, at the

University of Auckland. He took up this position in 2015 after twenty years of work in the secondary

education sector including three years as the National Moderator for NCEA Music. His current research is

centered on the role of knowledge in the curriculum, in particular within C21 schooling and music

education contexts.

*Editor's Note: IRMTNZ members are also reminded to read our comprehensive Student Safety Policy

available in the Members Only area of our website.

MUSIC BEYOND
GENRE

Drawing on his own multi-faceted career, Pete Rainey

MNZM delivered a highly stimulating presentation on

'Music Beyond Genre' at IRMTNZs national Conference

2026. Article supplied by the New Zealand Choral

Federation. 

In his presentation, NZCF Chair Pete Rainey reflected

on a lifetime spent moving between three very different

musical worlds: choral music, youth contemporary music

through Smokefreerockquest, and large-scale public

performance through Nelson Opera in the Park.

His central message was simple but powerful: music isn’t

divided into genres – we divide it. 

Pete spoke of his formative experience as a member of the1982 National Youth Choir, touring

internationally under Peter Godfrey and Guy Jansen, of the lasting impact of that culture of excellence.

He connected this to NZCFs current advocacy work, and outlined his personal ambition to see weekly

singing become a normal and expected part of every primary school classroom in Aotearoa New Zealand

He then traced the development of Smokefreerockquest, from its beginnings as a Christchurch event in

1988 to a national platform involving thousands of young performers, hundreds of schools, and more than

80 events annually. Alongside this, he reflected on 27 years as Artistic Director of Nelson Opera in the

Park, where opera, orchestral music, popular music, and large-scale civic celebration have regularly

shared the same stage. 

Across these experiences, Pete argued that the underlying musical behaviours are remarkably similar. A

choir rehearsal may involve notation, blend, tuning and ensemble discipline; a Rockquest band may rely

on groove, instinct, eye contact, and energy. But at the heart of both are the same core skills: listening,

adjusting, responding, collaborating and connecting. 

He challenged the assumption that trained, notation-based music and instinctive, contemporary or

improvised music belong to entirely separate worlds. Many outstanding young singers and contemporary

musicians, he noted, learn through repetition, modelling, rehearsal, memory and digital resources rather

than traditional notation. This does not diminish the musical result. Rather, it reminds educators that

literacy is hugely valuable - but it is not the only pathway to real musicianship. 

For teachers, Pete suggested the real question is not which genre is superior, but what musical capacities

we are trying to grow. Timing, memory, confidence, expression, responsiveness and collaboration are

transferable assets. They move across styles, traditions and settings. 

He also noted that young musicians already live this reality. They move easily between choir, musical

theatre, hip hop, folk, film music, waiata, classical repertoire and original songs, often without feeling any

contradiction. The contradiction, he suggested, is often in the system rather than the students. 

Pete concluded by urging music educators and organisations to think less about defending genre

boundaries and more about nurturing musicianship that is transferable. Genre remains useful, but it is not

where music truly lives. Music lives in listening, imagination, shared attention and collaboration – and

increasingly, that is where the future of music is being made.

Pete Rainey BMus Dip Tch MNZM is an event producer, and his company Rockquest Promotions Ltd

has been producing music events including the national Smokefreerockquest Secondary Schools Music

Competition for almost 40 years. 

He has extensive governance experience and is Chair of the New Zealand Choral Federation

Governance Board and the Big Sing committee. In 2013 Pete was awarded Member of the New Zealand

Order of Merit for services to music.

PIANO TRADERS

Advertisement

Piano Traders is your one-stop shop for all your music

needs. From sheet music, exam books and accessories

to pianos, keyboards, gifts and everyday music

essentials, we’re here to help musicians of all ages and

levels.

Visit us in-store or shop online for a wide range of

trusted music products, expert advice and personal

service.

A NEW HOME FOR CHRISTCHURCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC, TE KURA
PUORO

For 70 years, the Christchurch School of Music, Te

Kura Puoro (CSM) has enriched the lives of tens of

thousands of Cantabrians through outstanding music

tuition and inspiring ensemble opportunities. Throughout

its long history, however, the school has never had a

permanent home of its own, instead operating from a

variety of schools, church halls and warehouses while

adapting to changing circumstances.

Despite significant challenges—including the Canterbury earthquakes, the COVID-19 pandemic and the

ongoing cost-of-living crisis—CSM has continued to provide high-quality musical education and

performance experiences for young people and the wider community.

A major milestone was reached four years ago when the Christchurch City Council selected CSM as the

preferred user of a site within the city’s Performing Arts Precinct. After years of planning, consultation and

negotiation, construction of the long-awaited purpose-built home is now expected to begin in early 2027.

As this exciting project moves forward, CSM will also be launching a public fundraising campaign to help

bring the vision to life. Alumni who would like to stay informed about the building’s progress and future

fundraising initiatives are warmly invited to register their interest by completing the online form and

joining the CSM database.

To sign up for the CSM Alumni and Friends Newsletter click HERE.

Article supplied by Celia Stewart, Music Director CSM

ABRSM PIANO COMPETITION ASIA PACIFIC
2026

Advertisement

A celebration of musical progress, passion and

performance

Our piano competition is open to those aged 26 and

under, from Grade 1 right through to Diploma level, and

features many of our 2025 and 2026 Piano Exam pieces.

With a wide range of categories and repertoire to choose

from, there's something for every student.

No previous ABRSM exam experience is required to

enter.

Why take part?

Showcase your progress – showcase your talent and celebrate your achievements

Receive personalised feedback – gain valuable insights from ABRSM adjudicators

Perform on a bigger stage – selected finalists will have the opportunity to perform at the live final

in Hong Kong

This competition is a great opportunity for pianists of all ages and backgrounds to share their music and

gain performance experience.

Video entries for Round 1 open on 29 July. The live final will be held at the Hong Kong Palace Museum,

West Kowloon, on 5–6 December.

For further information click HERE. 

KING'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
2026

This year’s King’s Birthday Honours list included seven recipients recognised for their services to music. It

is incredibly encouraging to see music practitioners receive such significant acknowledgement of their

contributions, especially in a country that deeply loves its sports. We extend hearty congratulations to the

following:

Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit

Emeritus Professor Peter Vaughan Adams, of Dunedin. For services to music and music education.

Dr Rachael Wendy Griffiths-Hughes, of Hamilton. For services to music.

Dr Alison Claire Talmage, of Auckland. For services to music therapy and seniors.

King’s Service Medal

Mrs Mary Catherine Gow, of Paekākāriki. For services to music.

Mr Leigh Martin, JP, of Rolleston. For services to brass bands.

Mrs Alison Helen Price, of Arrowtown. For services to music education.

Mrs Miriam Josephine Spragg, of Christchurch. For services to barbershop singing and music

administration.

LONDON COLLEGE OF MUSIC EXAMS LAUNCHES NEW PIANO
SYLLABUS

Advertisement

A modern, student-centred syllabus introduces

themed repertoire lists, Popular Piano and a new

keyboard harmony test that no other UK-based

performance exam board offers.

 

London College of Music Examinations (LCME), part

of the University of West London, has launched its new

2026 Piano syllabus. The new syllabus introduces key

updates designed to broaden repertoire choice and

strengthen practical musicianship. A new Popular Piano

list offers familiar pieces across genres, allowing

candidates to substitute up to two works in a graded

exam, or any number in a recital grade. A new keyboard

harmony test also provides an alternative to sight

reading, asking candidates to harmonise a melody with appropriate chords, developing skills for

accompanying, ensemble playing and improvisation.

 

Ben Norbury, Head of Exams at LCME, said, “The 2026 Piano syllabus has been shaped by years of

conversation with teachers, examiners and candidates. We wanted to create something that reflects how

piano is taught and learned today, with more variety, a clearer pathway through the grades, and the

freedom for candidates to play music they genuinely enjoy.”

 

Learn more on the LCME website lcme.uwl.ac.uk or contact the local region manager, Adrian Hughes:

adrianh.lcmnz@gmail.com +64 210 248 0463

Editor's note: LCME has recently become an Affiliate Organisation IRMTNZ - we extend a warm welcome

to Adrian and his colleagues!

NZSO NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA
2026

Advertisement

In 2026, the NZSO National Youth Orchestra brings

together Aotearoa New Zealand’s best young musicians

to perform Britten’s breathtaking Four Sea Interludes;

Raise Hawaiki: Kealaikahiki, commemorating the trans-

Pacific voyage of the Hōkūle’a waka from Hawai’i to

Tahiti; a new commission by the 2026 NYO Composer-

in-Residence Jack Bewley; and Debussy’s La Mer, one

of the most influential masterpieces of the 20th century.

Concert

Wellington: Friday 3 July, 6.30pm, Michael Fowler Centre

Auckland: Saturday 4 July, 7.30pm, Auckland Town Hall

ST CECILIA INTERNATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

Advertisement

What we offer:

Grade, Concert Certificate, Recital Certificate

Associate, Licentiate and Fellowship Diplomas in

teaching and performing

Certificate of Music Teaching (CMT)

Certificate of Performing Arts

Recognition and credit for experience and prior learning

Reciprocal qualifications with international boards

Accreditation for music teachers

St Cecilia has provided high standard music examinations for over 50 years.

Further details may be obtained by telephoning 0800 151 661.

Visit our website HERE.

IRMTNZ NEWS

IRMTNZ FOUNDATION COURSE

Our Foundation Course is designed as an introduction to the principles of studio pedagogy for

musicians who have attained Grade 8 or equivalent practical skills and Grade 5 theory skills, and who

wish to pursue a career in studio music teaching.

The Course runs over a six-month period and consists of nine online sessions and one in-person Contact

Workshop, with 10 tasks to complete. 

The next Course starts Monday 13 July; the closing date for enrolment has been extended to

Friday 10 July. 

Contact our Course Coordinator Louise Logan for further details louise.irmtnz@gmail.com or click HERE

to enrol. 

NATIONAL PD IN TARANAKI

LIGHT & SHADE:

EXPLORING THE MUSICAL COLOUR PALETTE

National PD hosted by Taranaki Branch IRMTNZ

Friday 22 – Saturday 23 January 2027

4th Wall Theatre, Baring Terrace, New Plymouth

Taranaki Branch IRMTNZ warmly invites members from

across Aotearoa to join us for Light & Shade, a PD

event celebrating the rich spectrum of musical

expression.

Programme Highlights

Following a mihi whakatau, dinner and entertainment by local French café-style ensemble La Mer on

Friday evening, Saturday offers a full day of inspiring PD including

Synaesthesia: seeing colour in music - a presentation by Dr Michelle Beauchamp and Dr Patrick

Shepherd

Beyond the Notes - a collaborative workshop with Louise Logan

Flute masterclass with Bridget Douglas

Beethoven’s Quartets: An Intimate Diary of Brilliance and Introspection - a presentation by Dr

Patrick Shepherd

“Thawed Music?” — Gardens, Sound, and the Experience of Form - a presentation by Dr John

Powell

Drumming Circle – a West African dance rhythms workshop with Julian Raphael

Updates from Council

Light & Shade coincides with the TSB Festival of Lights, New Plymouth’s iconic summer celebration in

the stunning Pukekura Park. Our PD Day will conclude with a special concert in the park, in partnership

with the New Plymouth District Council.

Early Bird registrations open Monday 17 August.

For further details about the programme and guest presenters, and a list of recommended

accommodation options click HERE.

ZOOM IN FOR FREE PD

Around 40 members attended the second of our three Zoom PD sessions for 2026, ‘Changing the

Narrative from “I can’t” to “I can”!’ with presenter Dr Michelle Beauchamp, Sunday 28 June. Michelle

gave us plenty of creative ideas for working with diverse learners, and we look forward to her shared

presentation (with Dr Patrick Shepherd) at the Taranaki Branch IRMTNZ PD, January 2027. 

In the meantime, don't miss our third and final Zoom PD for 2026:

‘It Don’t Mean a Thing if it Ain’t Got That Swing’: a Guide to Making Your Baroque Music Dance

Sunday 13 September, 7pm - 8.15pm

Presenters: Dr Justin Bird and Associate Professor Graham McPhail

Look for further details in the 18 August issue of Ritmico Online.

IRMTNZ LIBRARY

From books on pedagogy by internationally acclaimed music educators, to filmed recitals by some of our

most beloved musicians, the IRMTNZ Library is well worth browsing. Members can borrow items free of

charge but you will be required to pay for postage and packaging. For further information and to download

the Library Catalogue from our website Foundation Course page click HERE.

We extend our gratitude to those members and other individuals who have contributed to our library. 

RECOMMENDED

Our Christchurch Branch Secretary, Marnie Barrell, cleverly blends relaxation time with Professional

Development. 

Something I’ve been finding very useful lately is Youtube channels by pianists and teachers sharing their

expertise on technique and interpretation. When I blob out with the TV in the evening, I now actually

improve my life rather than watching rubbish!

A popular channel which particularly appeals to me is by Denis Zhdanov*. Many of his free videos deal

with problems and repertoire likely to be encountered by our more advanced students, and I often send

my students links relevant to their work. He’s likeable, clear and practical, and his tips really work.  He has

a knack of explaining imaginatively and persuasively, backed up with great examples. I’ve learned a lot

myself about technique from watching him, and his videos give me plenty of ideas for helping students

with specific issues.

 

*Denis Zhdanov is a Ukrainian concert pianist, music teacher, blogger, and entrepreneur, currently

based in Austria. Through his online school he has taught thousands of piano students worldwide, and

his YouTube channel has reached more than 5 million views, making him one of the most visible

advocates for artistic, technically efficient, and imaginative piano playing on the internet.

FORTHCOMING

AROHA STRING QUARTET INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 2026

13 - 18 July

St Andrew’s on the Terrace, Wellington

Tutors concert: Wednesday 15 July 12:15pm link

Gala concert: Saturday 18 July 5pm-7pm link

Tutors: 

Haihong Liu (NZSO First Violin) 

Konstanze Artmann (Orchestra Wellington Second

Violin)

Robert Ibell (former NZSO Cello)

Donald Armstrong (NZSO Associate Concertmaster)

Eli Vincent (NZSO Viola)

David Chickering (NZSO Section Principal Cello Emeritus)

Oleksandr Gunchenko ((NZSO Double Bass)

Brigid O’Meeghan (former NZSO Assistant Sub-Principal Cello)

This year 34 international applicants will be attending the twelfth ASQ Academy at St Andrew’s on the

Terrace in Wellington. Each morning participants will receive coaching in their chamber groups from our

tutors. In the afternoons, they come together for the string orchestra conducted by Donald Armstrong.

The week includes technique clinics and a sight-reading soirée, along with social activities.

For further information contact the Academy Administrator Cathie McCallum:

academy@arohaquartet.co.nz or click HERE.

NZTRIO ON TOUR

NZTrio He Taonga Wairere is on tour with Space Jump

across the North Island this August.

Fazıl Say’s energetic Space Jump opens the

programme, followed by Schumann’s lyrical Piano Trio

No. 2. Keith Moss’ new work for NZTrio adds

contemporary flair, before concluding with Reena

Esmail’s rich fusion of Indian and Western musical

traditions.

Described as a “national treasure” (NZ Herald), NZTrio

He Taonga Wairere is renowned for its eclectic

repertoire, outstanding talent and warm kiwi stage

presence. Bringing together three incredibly accomplished artists: Amalia Hall (violin), Matthias Balzat

(cello) & Somi Kim (piano), every NZTrio performance powerfully reaffirms the importance and cathartic

nature of a live musical experience in today’s digital world.

Space Jump Dates

15 Aug - Gallagher Academy of Performing Arts, Hamilton - tickets

16 Aug - Auckland Town Hall Concert Chamber - tickets

21 Aug - Lawson Field Theatre, Gisborne - tickets

22 Aug - St Paul's, Napier - tickets

23 Aug - Te Matapihi Ki Te Ao Nui, Wellington Central Library - tickets

30 Aug – Greytown Music Society, 57 Wood St, Greytown - tickets

WORKSHOP WITH KEITH SNELL

Keith Snell is coming to New Zealand! 

Piano Traders is excited to welcome Keith Snell for two

special workshops on Saturday 4 July.

First Session from 9:50am to 10:45am – *Online guests

please be at the waiting room at least 10 minutes before

the start time

Second Session from 11am to 12pm

*Streaming live via Zoom from Piano Traders, Auckland –

4/19 Edwin Street, Mount Eden 1024

 

Spaces are limited, so click HERE to book your ticket now. Bonus: In-Store booking includes a $5

voucher to use in-store at Piano Traders.

We’re also offering an online streaming option via Zoom for those who can’t attend in person.

For more information, please contact us at customerservice@pianotraders.co.nz

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR MUSIC EDUCATION: 37th WORLD
CONFERENCE

Unity in Music Education: Building Bridges for All

26 - 31 July 2026

Montréal Convention Centre, Montréal, Canada

"... this conference reaffirms our mission to foster a global music education community that is inclusive,

innovative, and connected..." - Patricia A Gonzalez-Moreno, President ISME

Find out more HERE.

MUSIC THERAPY CONFERENCE 2026

Te Poutama Hononga: Weaving Connections

Welcome reception: Friday 11 September, 6.30pm

Raukatauri Music Therapy Centre, 5 Carlton Gore Rd,

Grafton, Auckland

Conference dates: Saturday 12 - Sunday 13 September

Venue: Grafton Campus, University of Auckland

For more information click HERE.
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