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It's such a joy to work with different ensembles and create a collaboration. -

Cecilia Bartoli (Italian mezzo-soprano)
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KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY
CONNECTED

Associate Professor Graham McPhail reports on

IRMTNZs popular Zoom in for Free PD sessions.  

The life of a community-based studio teacher can be

isolating at times and that is why our organisation and

the opportunities it provides for professional dialogue is

so important. It was gratifying therefore to see such a

good turnout for our first Zoom in for Free PD session of

2026 with Tim Topham. His topic was Your New Studio

Assistant: how AI can lighten the load in the private

studio - the recording is available in the Members Only

section on our website if you missed it. Tim demystified

AI for us and took us through a number of practical and

very useful ways in which we might make use of this new

phenomenon making its way into our lives! As many of

you will know, Tim is Keynote Speaker at our upcoming national Conference where we can take our two-

yearly fill of PD in good company.

While online PD is not our preferred option, the IRMTNZ Education Committee believes it is one way in

which we can keep in touch with each other and explore ideas on a particular topic together. If you have

an idea that you think we should cover in the lineup for 2027 please get in touch with me at

gmcphail.irmtnz@gmail.com. 

 

The two remaining 'Zoom in' sessions for 2026 will look into approaches to diverse learners and how to

make your baroque music swing a little more!

On Sunday June 28, 7.00-8.15pm, Michelle Beauchamp will share her research-based knowledge

about Changing the narrative from "I can't" to "I can!" - enabling diverse learners to experience

connection, agency, achievement, and enjoyment by bringing fresh eyes, spontaneity and creative

thinking to your studio teaching. Michelle started her teaching career while an undergraduate at the

University of Auckland School of Music in the late 1980s. She has just under 40 years of teaching

experience and has enjoyed teaching the piano and music theory to children with macular degeneration,

concussion, dyslexia, ADHD, autism, spatial awareness difficulties and auditory processing disorder.  She

has just completed her PhD in Education and currently teaches both neurotypical and neurodiverse

students ranging from absolute beginners through to Grade 8.

 

On Sunday September 13, 7.00-8.15pm we'll present ‘It Don’t Mean a Thing if it Ain’t got that Swing’ - a

guide to making your Baroque music dance. Pianist Justin Bird will join me in exploring the potential for

bringing baroque music alive through the concept of inégale! More on that later...

Ngā mihi

Graham McPhail

IRMTNZ Council member and Education Committee Chair

 

IRMTNZ CONFERENCE
2026

We're counting the days until we gather at the Nelson

Centre of Musical Arts for our 2026 Conference,

Kotahitanga - Creativity in Collaboration, 8 - 10 April.

Those of us who have registered look forward to some

motivational PD and catching up with friends and

colleagues from across the motu. 

If you haven't yet registered, be in quick as a late

registration fee applies from 1 April. Click HERE to

register - we'd love to see you there!

IRMTNZs Conference 2026 beautifully embodies the meaning of ‘kotahitanga’ – bringing together diverse

voices and talents to celebrate the power of musical collaboration.

TEACHING COMPOSITION

Otago Branch IRMTNZ member Ann-Marie Lake is a

great supporter of the Branch’s annual composition

competition and shared her ideas for teaching

composition in the latest issue of the Branch newsletter,

In Tune. Article republished with kind permission of

Otago Branch. 

I really enjoy getting students to create from a young

age, even as young as five and six. We play a game

where I play a piece of music (made up on the spot) and

create a story to go with the music:

What is happening? How does it make us feel - happy,

sad, scared… surprised?

Once upon a time there was a…

… then all of a sudden along came a…

… faster and faster we ran… 

I also get the students to think of a story and I create the music. There are no barriers, no right or wrong,

just our thoughts and ideas. This can give young students confidence around the keyboard without

having to know too much before they create. I like to build on this and nurture their ideas through simple

sounds that are effective. 

As students get older, I continue to encourage them to compose. Again, we think of a theme and a story,

and base our creativity around this. Make it relevant - what interests them, what do they enjoy?

Look at a picture and create music from the picture (also expanding on the story or narrative), for

instance, snowflakes, a thunderstorm, Halloween, monsters, a dragon or fairies. The themes are endless.

At the end of 2025, 18 of my students created a book of original compositions - the youngest was six and

the oldest was 15. The younger students drew a picture to go with their composition, and the older

students wrote a caption; they were proud of their creations. Scroll down to find some examples attached

to this newsletter - I hope you enjoy them!

Ann-Marie Lake BA Mus H Dip Mus GDip Tch Primary is based in Wanaka where she is registered to

teach piano and theory. She studied in Waterford, Ireland and majored in composition and performance

before moving to Wanaka in 2005. She loves to tap into students' creativity through composing, tailoring

lessons to suit each individual student. She is busy learning how to use music software programmes to

help budding young composers explore and aid her own composing and arranging when she has time.

Editor's note: many thanks to Ann-Marie and her talented young students for sharing their lovely pictures

and compositions with us!

 

NZMEB CONFERENCE

New Zealand Music Examinations Board (NZMEB)

assessments have been widely used by IRMTNZ

members since the Board was established 20 years ago.

IRMTNZ members were out in force at their celebration

Conference, 14 - 15 February, Te Kōkī New Zealand

School of Music, Victoria University of Wellington, and

we invited a few of them to share their Conference

highlights.

“Rae de Lisle presented Fit 4 Piano Etudes - she

explained and demonstrated how to use and apply each

specific technique... It was a privilege to watch her work with three talented students in a piano

masterclass, helping them to apply these techniques and immediately improve tone and freedom of

movement.” - Vanessa Tindle, Wellington

“Kelly Robertson’s workshop on neurodiversity was amazingly comprehensive and an invaluable

resource. I had discussions with others afterward about how neurodiversity affected them in their

teaching. Kelly covered the whole gamut from how to stop assuming the kid is trying to annoy you, to

tactful communication with parents, all backed up by the latest research”. - Julia Walls, Wellington

"Baroque specialist Chalium Poppy delivered a captivating and dynamic presentation demystifying

Baroque music. He clarified the soundscape of Baroque music, embracing the harpsichord and

comparing it with the modern piano, exploring terraced dynamics, articulation, accents and

ornamentation, which were fundamental in Baroque music." - Jo Barwick, Auckland

"The symbiotic relationship between exam boards and teachers was evident in the presentation of a new

Teacher Excellence Award. Manawatū Branch IRMTNZ member Liz Locke was the deserving recipient,

having entered nearly 650 students for NZMEB exams over 20 years, with around two thirds of them

gaining Distinction or High Distinction results." - Cathy Martin, New Plymouth 

“I enjoyed the variety of sessions and found something valuable to take away from each of them. It was

wonderful to see so many of our IRMTNZ members in attendance, including our patron, Michael

Houstoun, and I enjoyed the opportunities for conversation over the very well catered lunches and tea

breaks.

"Congratulations and thanks to NZMEB - our very best wishes for the next 20 years.” - Katherine Jones,

Christchurch

NZMEB is an Affiliate Organisation IRMTNZ and a main sponsor of our 2026 Conference. 

Thanks to Honorary Fellow IRMTNZ Debbie Rawson for sharing this photo of NZ piano royalty!

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION FINAL

Christchurch Branch members Anne Robinson and

Tessa Olivier report on the stunning performances at

the final of the 2025 - 2026 National Concerto

Competition.

This year the final of the National Concerto Competition

featured three outstanding instrumentalists accompanied

by the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra under the

baton of James Judd. Violinists Hayden Chiu and Lorna

Zhang, and cellist Ryan Yeh gave spectacular

performances in the beautiful setting of the Christchurch

Town Hall.

The evening began with Hayden Chiu performing Violin

Concerto Op 22 No 2 in D minor by Henryk

Wieniawski. Hayden, a Year 9 student from Auckland

Grammar School, is learning the violin from Stephen

Larsen and Robin Wilson. Hayden showed off an

impressive technique with some stunning virtuoso

passages in the first movement, which was also full of beautiful phrasing. The gorgeous slow movement

was very well crafted and conveyed the dreamy mood at the opening. We were then treated to a lively

and exciting rendition of the final movement. 

Our next performer was cellist Ryan Yeh who performed Variations on a Rococo Theme by Pyotr Ilyich

Tchaikovsky. Ryan is currently a student of James Tennant, and at just 14 years of age shows a maturity

in his playing which is well beyond his youth.  Ryan played with both passion and flair conveying the

lyrical mood of the piece as well as the playful nature. He explored the different ranges of the cello with

ease and comfort, delivering a performance which was fresh and very enjoyable. 

Finally, we heard Lorna Zhang on violin. Lorna performed Violin Concerto Op 77 No 1 in A minor by Dmitri

Shostakovich. Aged 21, Lorna is also a student of Stephen Larsen and has just finished her university

studies. She captured the haunting character of the opening movement with total poise and finesse. This

was followed by a dazzling display of perfect technique in the scherzo. The next movement showcased

Lorna’s bow control with some stunningly beautiful playing in the cadenza. The concerto finishes with a

fiery burlesca, which was full of vigour and fun.  

Following our three amazing finalists, Michael Houstoun and Sarah Watkins played a piano duet from the

Petite Suite by Debussy.

After thanking the wonderful orchestra – the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra – and conductor James

Judd, the adjudicators commended all three performers on their ability to cut through and shine above the

orchestra, saying that all three delivered outstanding performances. Ryan Yeh came in third place,

Hayden Chiu in second and Lorna Zhang emerged as the overall winner, with the adjudicators describing

her performance as “unforgettable and of world class standard".

Tessa Olivier BMus(Ed) Hon, UTLM, AIRMTNZ completed her BMus(Ed) Honours degree (piano &

viola) at the University of Stellenbosch and started her teaching career in Cape Town, South Africa. In

2002 she relocated to Wellington, New Zealand where she continued her teaching and performing career.

This was followed by some years back in South Africa until she settled in Christchurch in 2022. Tessa is

an accomplished accompanist, chamber and orchestral musician who is passionate about teaching

piano, violin and viola.

Anne Robinson BA hons PGCE  Dip (orch st) LAIRMTNZ is a viola player from Christchurch and has

been a member of IRMTNZ since moving to New Zealand in 2011. She is on the Christchurch Branch

committee and is the Editor of the Branch newsletter. Anne plays regularly for many local orchestras,

including the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, Resonance and CBS orchestra. She is a busy violin and

viola teacher working for the Christchurch School of Music as well as privately. Anne conducts the Junior

Symphony Orchestra and also organises the CSM May Music Festival. She also enjoys sewing, crochet,

gardening and riding her electric bike.

SPARKING CURIOSITY AT THE
PIANO

Advertisement

For teachers seeking fresh repertoire that motivates

students and sparks curiosity at the piano, Sandy Lynch

is a New Zealand composer worth discovering. Through

Sandy Lynch Music, Lynch creates piano music that

blends strong melodies, clear patterns and contemporary

styles that resonate with today’s learners. A piano

teacher and performing musician herself, she

understands what works in the studio: pieces that sit

comfortably under the fingers while sounding

impressively musical. She has several pieces included in

the Trinity College London syllabus (piano & flute), and

many works listed in the ANZCA Music Exam syllabus.

Teachers! Get your FREE copy of Showin’ Off here. Enter irmtnzmarch26 at checkout!

DON’T FORGET! Check the February edition of Ritmico Online for more discount and visit

sandylynchmusic.com asap!

 

WORLD PIANO DAY
2026

Pianists will understand the symbolism in celebrating the piano on the 88th day of the year, a global

tradition started back in 2015. Not being a leap year, the designated date in 2026 is 29 March, but it’s not

so black and white - World Piano Day is celebrated throughout March and into April. Click HERE to find

out more.

ST CECILIA INTERNATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

Advertisement

What we offer:

Grade, Concert Certificate, Recital Certificate

Associate, Licentiate and Fellowship Diplomas in

teaching and performing

Certificate of Music Teaching (CMT)

Certificate of Performing Arts

Recognition and credit for experience and prior learning

Reciprocal qualifications with international boards

Accreditation for music teachers

St Cecilia has provided high standard music examinations for over 50 years.

Further details may be obtained by telephoning 0800 151 661.

Visit our website HERE.

NEW SOUNZ
RESOURCE

Advertisement

SOUNZ has recently released a very special film of a

concert from the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra,

performing Jeremy Mayall's Ngā Tohu o te Taiao. Skillfully narrated (and sung!) by Chris Lam Sam, and

with captivating sand art from Marcus Winter, this family-friendly concert begins with a musical retelling of

the Māori creation story, gets the kids to learn a waiata ā-ringa (action song) along with the orchestra, and

explores the wonders of the natural world and ways to care for it. We think it's a great resource for the

classroom, particularly for tamariki in the 8-12 age range. 

Thanks to RNZ Concert for the audio, and to NZ on Air for funding SOUNZ Films. To watch this film click

HERE.

IRMTNZ NEWS

FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Congratulations to Ritmico Online Editor and wearer of

many IRMTNZ hats, Cathy Martin, who was awarded

Fellow IRMTNZ at our January 2026 AGM. Here's her

citation, written by Taranaki Branch Chair, Rob Fleming.

Catherine (Cathy) Martin is a highly respected music

educator and leader whose contributions to IRMTNZ and

the wider music teaching community span more than four

decades. Cathy exemplifies pedagogical excellence,

professional dedication, sensitive leadership and

impeccable administration.

Cathy’s teaching career is grounded in a rich lineage of

musical training. She studied for her Bachelor of Music at Victoria University between 1977 and 1979,

then returned to complete her Honours degree in piano performance with Judith Clark in 1983. She won

the Auckland Star Piano Concerto competition in 1985 and later was awarded a Jack McGill Scholarship

to advance her studies overseas, where she studied with internationally acclaimed pianists including

Imogen Cooper and Roger Vignoles. She also attended summer courses in Europe, studying under

Zoltán Kocsis and György Sándor amongst others.

After some years abroad she returned to New Zealand in the 1990s. It was Judith Clark who encouraged

Cathy to join the IRMTNZ, and she became an Associate member on 31 July 1994. She joined Wellington

Branch IRMTNZ a short time later and served for several years as Branch Chairperson and Vice-

Chairperson. She also worked for Trinity College London as Wellington Representative for three years

and as the National Manager from 2000 to 2020.

As an educator, Cathy has guided countless students with care, insight, and high standards. She has

taught masterclasses and is regularly invited to adjudicate competitions, reflecting her standing as a

trusted and knowledgeable authority in the field. Her teaching is enriched by her own extensive and

eclectic experience as a performer, having toured for Chamber Music New Zealand, recorded for Radio

New Zealand, and performed with the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, as well as in the UK and

Europe.

Cathy returned to her hometown of New Plymouth in 2012 and was nominated as the Taranaki Branch

IRMTNZ Chairperson in 2017. In that role she worked tirelessly to bring national and international

Professional Development to Taranaki Branch members, ensure funding for IRMTNZ events and

competitions and to build a vibrant and exciting IRMTNZ Branch. She has been highly proactive in

seeking new potential members, advocating for the benefits of IRMTNZ membership and supporting the

current membership in their own professional endeavours.

Alongside her responsibilities with IRMTNZ and Trinity she was also the New Plymouth Concert Manager

for Chamber Music New Zealand from 2018 to 2024.

Cathy’s leadership within IRMTNZ is exemplary. In 2019 she was elected to the national Council as a

District 3 representative. She currently serves as Vice-President, where she contributes to strategic

direction and advocacy for music teachers across New Zealand.

In addition to her roles with the Council and Taranaki Branch committee, Cathy has also been the

Communications Coordinator and the Editor of our periodicals, Ritmico and Ritmico Online, since 2019.

Through this work, she curates and disseminates valuable insights, research, and reflections that

strengthen the profession and connect members across the country.

Cathy’s career is marked by an invaluable combination of high artistic pedigree, educational impact, and

exceptional communication and leadership. Her contributions have elevated the effectiveness of music

teaching in New Zealand and inspired students and colleagues alike.

Editor’s note: publishing a citation about myself in a newsletter that I am responsible for makes me

squirm, nevertheless, I am dutybound to treat my Fellowship citation like any other. I am profoundly

touched by this generous praise and acknowledgement and wish to note that I am just one of many. I

draw constant inspiration from my generous and dedicated colleagues past and present, on Council and

branch committees. 

NEW BRANCH PD TOOLKIT

The Branch PD Toolkit is a new Professional Development resource available to IRMTNZ branches. It's

flexible, convenient and requires little planning: just make a date and invite people to come along and

participate!

 

The topic for our first Toolkit is Making the most of Your Repertoire: drawing out music concepts for

teaching.  In this workshop you will look at two pieces - one for piano and one for violin - as examples of

how to make the most of the teaching opportunities that they present. After exploring the examples

provided, participants will work in groups to develop their ideas for a piece of their choosing. 

 

The Toolkit will be shared as a PowerPoint or, if this is difficult to present, a PDF which can be printed.

Branches can adapt the Toolkit to suit their circumstances, for instance, the workshop might be held in a

public venue with a larger group, or someone's lounge with just a handful of teachers. The instruments

can be swapped with other instruments too. 

Members should direct enquiries to your local branch secretary. For contact details click HERE. 

ZOOM IN FOR FREE PD

“Thanks for the link to the PD with Tim... that was

excellent!!” 

“Very interesting topic (so many things to ponder from a

pedagogical point of view too!)”

YOUR NEW STUDIO ASSISTANT: how AI can lighten

the load in the private studio

Around 40 members attended our first Zoom in for Free

PD session for 2026 on 22 February at which Australian

presenter Tim Topham shared his ideas for how AI can

help us run our music studios. A recording of this session

is available in the Members Only area of our website

under IRMTNZ Professional Development. Thanks to Auckland Branch IRMTNZ for co-hosting this Zoom

with Council.  

TEACHING STRATEGIES FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS

Our Wellington Branch has also held a Zoom PD with presenter Margaret Cooke sharing teaching

strategies for diverse learners. A recording of this Zoom is now available in the Members Only area of

our website under IRMTNZ Professional Development, courtesy of Wellington Branch. 

Forthcoming Zoom in for Free PD sessions:

CHANGING THE NARRATIVE FROM "I CAN'T" TO "I CAN!"

Sunday 28 June, 7pm - 8.15pm

Presenter: Michelle Beauchamp

'IT DON'T MEAN A THING IF IT AIN'T GOT THAT SWING': A GUIDE TO MAKING YOUR BAROQUE

MUSIC DANCE

Sunday 13 September, 7pm - 8.15pm

Presenters: Justin Bird and Graham McPhail

VERA MOORE, PIANIST, FROM DUNEDIN TO JOUY-EN-JOSAS

Dunedin-born Vera Moore was considered to be the first New Zealander to forge a career as an

international concert pianist. Her biography, Vera Moore, Pianist, from Dunedin to Jouy-en-Josas, by

Christophe Baillat, was published in French by L’Harmattan in 2012, but for those of us who aren’t fluent

in French, help is at hand; the English translation by IRMTNZ member Vivienne Sands was published by

Pegasus Publishers in November 2025. 

So, who was Vera Moore?

 

After gaining her ATCL and LAB (Licentiate of the Associated Board), Vera Moore travelled to England,

studying first with her elder brother, Frederick George Moore, Professor at the Royal Academy of Music,

London, then with the celebrated teacher Leonard Borwick, a former pupil of Clara Schumann.  

 

Vera toured Australasia in 1924 and 1928, and through Europe from 1920 to late 1930s. Her international

career was interrupted by Germany’s invasion of France where she was holidaying at the outbreak of

WWII. The book describes her perilous escape to France’s unoccupied zone, and her survival as a

refugee. 

After the war, Vera’s concerts resumed and she became acclaimed as a teacher. Several of her pupils

became eminent pianists, the most famous being Pierre-Alain Volondat, winner of the Queen Elisabeth [of

Belgium] International Piano Competition in 1983. Vera lived and taught in Jouy-en-Josas near Paris from

1958 until her death in 1997 aged 101.

 

In July 2025 a three-day festival held in Vera’s honour in Chandon highlighted the cultural connection

between New Zealand and France. On the 18th an evening of sound and light on the banks of the Cher

(tributary of the Loire) featured a commemorative narrative, with recordings of Vera’s playing. The next

day French and New Zealand compositions were performed by ex-pat New Zealand pianist Christopher

Hainsworth and French soprano Isabelle Damerose , a former pupil of Vera Moore. The festival

concluded with a recital by Pierre-Alain Volondat performing works by JS Bach, Brahms, Clara and

Robert Schumann that he’d studied with Vera Moore, and included compositions by Vivienne Sands.

Vera Moore, Pianist, from Dunedin to Jouy-en-Josas is available in print or digital format. Click HERE to

purchase. A print copy will be raffled at our 2026 Conference, with thanks to Vivienne Sands for her

support. 

MARVIN BLICKENSTAFF (1935 - 2026)

IRMTNZ wishes to acknowledge the passing of Marvin Blickenstaff, an internationally revered and

influential pedagogue who visited Aotearoa New Zealand as a guest of IRMTNZ three times between

1997 and 2019. Marvin left an indelible impression on those members who were fortunate enough to

attend his presentations and performances. His teachings will feature in our print journal, Ritmico,

October 2026. 

RECOMMENDED

Northland Branch IRMTNZ Treasurer Maree Munford recommends a book for younger students.

The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield is a beautiful story book that can be read aloud to inspire

younger students. It is about a bear who discovered a piano in the forest. At first, he thought it made

awful sounds, but after coming back each day, week, month and year he learnt how to make magical

sounds. He was discovered by a girl and her father who took him to New York; he became famous and

later returned to his family and friends as a star. 

This sweet story with detailed pictures will inspire children to pursue their musical dreams. It is the first of

a trilogy: The Bear, the Piano, the Dog and the Fiddle (Book 2); The Bear, the Piano and Little Bear’s

Concert (Book 3). 

A great resource for a beginner’s concert! Available for $32 from PaperPlus.

FORTHCOMING

IRMTNZ CONFERENCE 2026

View the full programme HERE.

View the speaker bios HERE.

View recommended accommodation HERE.

Most importantly, register to attend HERE. (Note a late

fee will apply from 1 April).

MEMORIA - ECHOES AND TRANSFORMATIONS

PIANO RECITAL by FLAVIO VILLANI

Auckland Town Hall Concert Chamber

Sunday 29 March, 7pm

Flavio Villani gives a reflective interdisciplinary

performance combining piano works by Bach, Brahms

and Franck with original compositions and

improvisations, alongside projected artworks by Aotearoa

artist Star Gossage. The evening explores memory,

renewal, and the dialogue between sound and visual art.

Click HERE for details.

THE MASTERPIECE TOUR

MUSIC TO DEFY TIME

with pianist MICHAEL HOUSTOUN 

NAPIER

Sunday 29 March 3pm, MTG Century Theatre

TAURANGA

Thursday 9 April 7pm, Baycourt 

HAMILTON

Friday 10 April 7.30pm, Gallagher Concert Chamber

AUCKLAND

Sunday 12 April 3pm, Town Hall Concert Chamber

KERIKERI

Tuesday 14 April 7.30pm, Turner Centre

NELSON

Friday 1 May 7.30pm, NCMA Auditorium

CHRISTCHURCH

Sunday 3 May 3pm, The Piano

WHANGANUI

Wednesday 13 May 7.30pm, Royal Opera House

PALMERSTON NORTH

Friday 15 May 7.30pm, The Globe 

WAIKANAE

Sunday 17 May 2.30pm, Memorial Hall

UPPER HUTT

Thursday 21 May 7.30pm, Whirinaki Whare Taonga

For all details of dates, times, programme, venue and ticketing click HERE.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ Council or Ritmico

Online Editor. 

Every effort is made to publish accurate information.

Material published in Ritmico Online may only be reproduced by permission of the Editor.
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