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Music is a means of unifying broad masses of people. - Vladimir Lenin, quoted by Dimitri Shostakovich
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Michael Houstoun on tour

Ritmico Online - our 50th issue!

... and much more!

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Ngā mihi o te tau hou – greetings for the new year!

I am mindful that for many in Aotearoa New Zealand

‘Happy New Year' has not so far been the case. Our

thoughts are very much with those of our members

whose communities are facing hardship due to the recent

weather events. I do wish you all happy days to come

and certainly a more settled late summer as we progress

into our teaching year.

2026 brings us to a special anniversary – this is the 50th

issue of Ritmico Online (RO).  Our online newsletter was

launched due to the rising production costs of our print

journal, Ritmico, and has since become a vital means of connecting and informing our members. I would

like to acknowledge the enormous amount of work undertaken by our Communications Coordinator and

RO Editor, Cathy Martin. She has produced every issue; sourcing material, editing all articles, and

working closely with our designer throughout the process.

The Early Bird closing date (15 February) for our national Conference, Kotahitanga – Creativity in

Collaboration, is fast approaching — we warmly encourage you to consider attending this special event.

As well as outstanding PD, our Conference is about people and connections, and it is the only

opportunity for us to spend quality face to face time together as an organisation. It won’t be the same

without you there so click HERE for all the information you need, including presenter bios, session details,

the programme, and of course the registration form.

My very best wishes as you transition from the holidays back into your teaching year, and I hope that 2026

brings you success and well-being.

Looking forward to seeing many of you in April,

 

Noho ora mai

Katherine

 

CHORAL NOTES AT OUR 2026
CONFERENCE

IRMTNZ Conference 2026, 8 – 10 April, Nelson:

Kotahitanga – Creativity in Collaboration

Early Bird registrations close 15 February

Click HERE to register now!

 

Many members will have met or heard of Pete Rainey

MNZM in his capacity as one of the founders of the

Smokefreerockquest Competition; others might know him

through his numerous choral involvements. A man of

many talents, Pete brings his unique perspective and

skills to our 2026 Conference.

 

A Career of Creative Collaboration, Thursday 9 April,

9.35am

With a long and varied career in music as a teacher,

conductor and producer, Pete will give a presentation on

crossing the boundaries of music genre.

Q&A – a Panel Discussion, Friday 10 April, 4pm

Pete joins two other Conference guests, Tim Topham and Gillian Ansell MNZM, for a discussion on

questions submitted by Kotahitanga attendees.

Choral Sessions, Thursday 9 April, 4.45pm & Friday 10 April, 4.45pm

Our Conference programme includes two choral sessions with Pete, who will introduce us to some fun

warmups and waiata, so bring your best singing voices to Conference 2026!

Pete Rainey BMus Dip Tch MNZM is an event producer, and his company Rockquest Promotions Ltd

has been producing music events including the national Smokefreerockquest Secondary Schools Music

Competition for almost 40 years.

He has extensive governance experience and is Chair of the New Zealand Choral Federation

Governance Board and the Big Sing committee. Pete holds a Bachelor of Music and Diploma in

Teaching, and in 2013 was awarded Member of the New Zealand order of Merit for services to music.

LEAVE NO STUDENT
BEHIND

With just a few simple tricks and good communication it's

possible to encourage even the most reluctant of

students to practise regularly. Auckland flute teacher

Mary O’Brien shares a heartwarming success story. 

Some years ago, I inherited an 11-year-old student who

had been ‘learning’ for several years yet still couldn't play

a note and was unable to read music even at a basic

level - she clearly had no idea what I was talking about!

After a few lessons getting to know Jane (not her real

name) and finding out how she learned, it became

apparent that because of not being able to progress, she

had developed substantial anxiety. She liked the sound

of the flute, but her mind shut down when she tried to play. 

It was clear Jane would have to start again as if a complete beginner. My job was to enable this but not

destroy her self-esteem, so I made her lessons as fun as possible. We started with warmups using the

head joint, playing rhythmic copy games, taking turns to lead. With clear instructions, lots of praise, and

stickers for any improvement, Jane’s confidence started growing and she became a smiling, engaged

youngster who was now achieving! Now Jane had a reason to practise. 

My next mission was to teach Jane how to practise. We chatted about practising between lessons, why it

matters, and what my expectations were. I made sure she understood what to practise, how to recognise

when things weren’t right, and how to fix them. Her lessons became mock practice sessions. At the end

of each lesson, we agreed what her homework was and that she would practise for 15 minutes on five

different days before her next lesson.  The homework was written using bullet points and included a grid

to record her practices and her mum's signature. This was clipped to the page we had been working on in

her tutor book. If she completed her five practices the ‘carrot’ was a sticker. To further incentivise Jane, if

her homework was completed every week she would get a treat at the end of the term. 

 

The next hurdle was the consequence of not practising between lessons. I explained, “Missing a practice

is not an option unless you are sick, and if that happens, I will need a note from your mum”.  I followed up

with a call to Jane’s mother to explain my expectations, confirm I was being realistic, and that she was

happy to support Jane at home. It was during this chat that I learnt that Jane had a disability and found it

difficult to process information quickly. This invaluable conversation confirmed my own observations and

reaffirmed my approach. Consequently, she was given extra time in class to complete tasks.

Jane’s progress sped up and by the end of the following term she was playing in the school band! For

Jane the rest is history as success breeds success. 

As a result of my work with Jane I started using the same process with all my students. Once goals were

discussed and set, my students became more engaged and progressed faster. It gave me, my students

and their parents, structure and clear expectations around practice, and I became a better teacher! This

gave rise to my PracticeSmartDiaries, a way to encourage and motivate students to practise

independently and be accountable for their practice. 

Mary O’Brien LTCL AIRMTNZ has taught flute to beginners through to Grade 8 for almost 50 years, both

privately and in schools. She organised and ran the New Zealand Woodwind Competitions for several

years, set up and ran an international flute magazine and website, and is the creator of

PracticeSmartDiaries. She is past President of both the Auckland and New Zealand Flute Societies, and

currently a committee member of the Auckland Branch IRMTNZ along with being the new Convenor of

their Scholarship Competitions. Mary plays 2nd flute and piccolo with the Auckland Symphony Orchestra.

MUSIC TO DEFY
TIME

THE MASTERPIECE TOUR

with MICHAEL HOUSTOUN

29 March - 21 May 2026

Dear IRMTNZ fellow friends,

As the daily news of the world becomes increasingly

distressing, I am digging deeper into my belief that music

holds remedies for almost all ills. The greater the music

the more effective the relief and so I have chosen a

programme of masterpieces from the piano literature to

take to the music lovers in our still beautiful country:

JS Bach French Overture in B minor BWV831

L van Beethoven Sonata in E Op 109

M Ravel Gaspard de la nuit

Bach-Busoni Chaconne

As teachers you will probably want to know if I’ve been doing my practice and so I want to assure you

that I am practising as never before!

For all details of the tour including programme notes and ticketing links click HERE. 

Michael

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION FINAL

Advertisement

Aotearoa New Zealand’s brightest emerging classical

musicians take centre stage again at the 58th National

Concerto Competition Final.

 

Following record competition entries, and three incredible

days of preliminary rounds, finalists Hayden Chiu

(Wieniawski Violin Concerto No. 2), Ryan Yeh

(Tchaikovsky Variations on a Rococo Theme for Cello)

and Lorna Zhang (Shostakovich Violin Concerto No. 1)

were selected for the final on Saturday 7 March 2026 in

the Douglas Lilburn Auditorium, Christchurch Town Hall,

accompanied by the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra,

conducted by James Judd.

 

The competition is an electrifying showcase of young

Kiwi talent. With performers already making waves nationally and internationally, this is a rare chance to

hear the next generation of world-class soloists in full flight.  The evening will be capped off with duet

performances by Michael Houstoun and Sarah Watkins, while the adjudicators consider the awarding of

prizes.

 

Tickets will be available HERE in early February 2026.

CHINESE NEW
YEAR

With Waitangi celebrations still fresh in our minds, another round of festivities is about to kick off...

Gong xi fa cai! Happy Chinese New Year!

The Chinese New Year is an exuberant cultural extravaganza that's observed by millions worldwide,

including some of our very own members:

"My favorite part of Chinese New Year is sharing traditions and making memories with those

residing abroad like myself. It's a wonderful feeling of community and togetherness!" - Nancy Yuan 

"As Malaysian Chinese, we welcome Chinese New Year not only with our Malaysian friends, but

also with friends from diverse cultures and backgrounds. Our annual Canterbury

Malaysian Society Incorporated CNY Gala Dinner gathers Kiwi friends and migrants from around

the world to enjoy lion dance performances and rich cultural traditions." - Christy Yau 

In 2026 the Chinese New Year (or Lunar New Year) starts on 17 February. Want to join the festivities?

Tāmaki Makaurau Aucklanders can enjoy the hugely popular Festival & Market Day on 14 February,

while Te Whanganui-a-Tara Wellington marks the occasion with the Lunar New Year Festival, 17 - 22

February. If you're in Ōtautahi Christchurch join the throngs at the Lunar New Year Parade on 15

February. Further south, Ōtepoti Dunedin residents can experience the Chinese Cultural Festival, 15

February - 3 March.

This is the Year of the Fire Horse. 

RESOURCES FOR PIANO
STUDENTS

Advertisement

Valued by teachers and students for its clear structure,

musical warmth and sense of progression, Sandy

Lynch’s carefully designed catalogue supports

pianists from beginner to advanced levels, making it

ideal for teaching studios and music schools.

Early pieces often use five-finger positions, allowing

students to focus on reading, rhythm, and expression

while gaining confidence with music that sounds polished

and rewarding. These beginner works stand out for their strong musicality, featuring lyrical melodies and

supportive harmonies that keep students engaged. As players progress, her music introduces hand shifts,

richer textures, and expressive detail in a logical, musical way, offering steady skill development and

satisfying results.

 

Teachers! To get your FREE copy of Chinese Gardens click HERE and enter irmtnzjan26 at checkout!

Visit sandylynchmusic.com.

REMEMBERING KATHERINE AUSTIN (d. 27 January 2026)

IRMTNZ is deeply saddened by the death of Katherine

Austin, one of Aotearoa’s leading pianists, and an

Honorary Fellow of the Institute.

Katherine studied at the University of Auckland, gaining

MMus in piano performance under teachers Janetta

McStay and Bryan Sayer before pursuing further study at

the Royal College of Music and the Guildhall School of

Music and Drama in London. Returning to New Zealand

in the 1990s she quickly established a career as a

chamber musician both here and abroad. She toured

frequently for Chamber Music New Zealand and was

perhaps best known as a member of the New Zealand

Chamber Soloists. Katherine also performed as a

concerto soloist with several orchestras including the NZSO and APO.

As Head of Piano Studies at the University of Waikato Conservatorium of Music for more than 20 years,

Katherine influenced many young musicians; she was also an examiner for NZMEB and was frequently

called upon to adjudicate competitions. IRMTNZ members and our students benefited from her generous

advice and encouragement in masterclasses, most recently at our 2024 national conference.

Katherine’s vivacious spirit and innate musicality will be missed. We extend our deepest condolences to

her family and friends.

Katherine's funeral Monday 2 February at St Matthew-in-the-City, Hobson Street, Auckland, was

livestreamed. At the time of publication, it is our understanding that this link will remain available for

several weeks: click HERE.

IRMTNZ NEWS

NEW YEAR'S HONOURS 2026

Warmest congratulations to Christchurch member Jillian

(Jill) Kerr on being awarded Member of the New

Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM) in the New Year’s

Honours 2026.

Jill’s award recognises her outstanding services to choral

music and music education over a career spanning more

than 50 years. Reflecting on this honour she says, "It is

very humbling to be rewarded in such a way for doing

something that I enjoy so much! I have been

extraordinarily lucky in a career which has given me more

than I could ever have anticipated.

“I have been thinking of the teachers and colleagues who have mentored and supported me - among

them my piano teachers Mavis Allison and Wallace Woodley, and my late colleagues at Christ’s College

and the Cathedral [Christchurch], Robert Field-Dodgson and David Childs, as well as Dr Vernon Griffiths

and Professor John Ritchie at the University [of Canterbury]. I learned a lot in the early years at the

Cambridge Music Schools and later through attending courses in England at the Royal School of Church

Music where I had such eminent lecturers as Herbert Howells, David Willcocks and John Rutter.

“I hope that I have been able to pass some of the wisdom I have absorbed from these people on to my

own pupils in classes and choirs.”

Read Jill’s MNZM citation HERE

RITMICO ONLINE 50TH ISSUE

Since its launch in March 2019, Ritmico Online has become a cornerstone of IRMTNZs communications

and identity. With this 50th issue we celebrate not only a milestone but also the vibrant community that

has supported our publication from the start.

Every few weeks throughout the year, Ritmico Online brings our members relevant news and information,

and teaching tips and inspiring stories that help us stay connected and remind us that we are part of

something larger. Our members clearly value our publications; in our 2025 annual survey 81.4% of

respondents indicated that our Ritmico journal and Ritmico Online digital newsletters are among the

reasons they belong to IRMTNZ (see the full survey results below). 

As Editor of both Ritmico and Ritmico Online, I want to acknowledge the many wonderful contributions

made by our members and other supporters and friends since 2019. Your creative ideas, professional

advice and personal anecdotes have made our publications rich, engaging, and truly reflective of our

community.

Mā te mahi tahi ka ea ngā mahi – through working together, the tasks are accomplished.

I may be the Editor, but Ritmico Online belongs to all of us. Members are warmly invited to propose

topics, send articles for consideration or simply offer constructive feedback. Please contact me at

communications@irmt.org.nz – I’d love to hear from you.

Here’s to the next 50 issues of Ritmico Online!

Cathy Martin

Communications Coordinator & Vice-President IRMTNZ

ZOOM IN FOR FREE PD 2026!

Our 'Zoom in for Free PD' sessions are back by popular

demand! Please join us for our three 2026 sessions, the

first of which is just days away. The Zoom link will be

emailed to all members approximately one week ahead

of each Zoom.

YOUR NEW STUDIO ASSISTANT: HOW AI CAN

LIGHTEN THE LOAD IN THE PRIVATE STUDIO

Sunday 22 February, 7.00-8.15pm (hosted jointly with

Auckland Branch IRMTNZ)

Presenter: Tim Topham

What if you had a teaching assistant who never sleeps,

never complains, and loves writing studio policies? In this

session, Tim explores how AI can act as a collaborator, brainstorming partner, and admin helper for

private music teachers. You’ll see how AI can support lesson planning, communication, and business

tasks, freeing you up to focus on what matters most – teaching music. Make sure you have a Claude or

ChatGPT account before the session because we're going to get practical and try things out live! 

(Australian music educator and author Tim Topham is a guest at our national Conference 8 - 10 April; find

his bio HERE.)

CHANGING THE NARRATIVE FROM "I CAN'T" TO "I CAN!"

Sunday 28 June, 7.00-8.15pm

Presenter: Michelle Beauchamp

‘IT DON'T MEAN A THING IF IT AIN'T GOT THAT SWING': A GUIDE TO MAKING YOUR BAROQUE

MUSIC DANCE

Sunday 13 September, 7.00-8.15pm

Presenters: Justin Bird and Graham McPhail

WEDDING BELLS

Life Member and immediate past-President IRMTNZ,

Wendy Hunt, certainly knows how to start the year in

style, marrying her partner of 14 years, Ross Corbett, on

3 January. 

Warmest congratulations to Wendy and Ross, with

arohanui from us all!

IRMTNZ SURVEY 2025

Thanks to those members who participated in our short survey, which yielded some affirming results:

Q1 Please indicate which of the following are reasons you belong to IRMTNZ. You can select as

many as you wish.

Face-to-face PD 81.4%

Online PD 67.4%

Professional endorsement 72.1%

Collegial support and friendship 95.3%

Publicity via our website and networks 37.2%

Student performance and competitive opportunities 67.4%

Ritmico journal and Ritmico Online newsletters 81.4%

Professional resources eg Code of Ethics 53.5%

Q2 Are there any other reasons why you belong to IRMTNZ (optional)? Comments included:

“… it connects me with other teachers, inspires me, and allows me to be part of something larger than my

own local community…”

Q3 Please rate how satisfied you are that IRMTNZ is meeting your membership needs (1 = not at

all satisfied, 5 = completely satisfied).

Average rating 4.21

Q4 Please provide brief comments or ideas for how we can improve your membership experience

(optional). Comments included:

Looking forward to a better website!!!

More online PD – masterclasses

More instrument-specific PD

More informal social events would be nice

Q5 Please indicate how much you charge per hour (optional). 

Respondents’ fees ranged from $40 to $90 per hour, with most grouped between $60 and $80. $60 =

10.5%; $80 = 13.2%.

Q6 Have you submitted or do you intend to submit your PD records for 2025?

Yes 70.7% No 14.6% Undecided 14.6%

PD RECORDS 2025

91 conscientious members submitted their 2025 PD

records, which is approximately 15% of our membership.

Although this doesn’t give us a complete picture of what

our members are up to it’s a snapshot that indicates we

are a professionally active community. Collectively in

2025 these 91 members attended:

735 professional concerts

611 student or non-professional concerts

369 masterclasses, workshops, seminars or webinars

151 music competitions or festivals.

Members were asked to detail other ways in which they

had experienced PD - these included examining,

adjudicating, composing, and experiences while travelling abroad. Napier piano teacher Carol Gatland

was one of several members who noted accompanying as a regular activity. We asked her to explain

how this reinforces her teaching practice.

"Alongside my teaching, my work as a collaborative pianist has become an important and rewarding part

of my musical work. I have accompanied school choirs, supported young violinists, and worked with a

Grade 8 flute student for their exam. I initially took on accompanying to reconnect with my own playing

after a gap, and to contribute meaningfully to young musicians as they progress on their musical journeys.

"Accompanying provides valuable, focused time to develop my own musicianship, technique and

ensemble skills. Performing regularly also allows my students to see me as an active musician, which can

be motivating and reassuring for them. There is real value in modelling musical engagement, preparation

and performance under pressure.

"While teaching requires close attention to students’ playing, accompanying allows me to concentrate on

my own role within the music, listening and responding in real time. It has also given me the chance to

support my piano students in a new way: playing for them as they perform on other instruments or sing in

choirs, strengthening both my teaching and our shared musical experience."

Thanks to Carol and all those members who submitted their 2025 PD records. Everyone who submits

their records goes in the draw to win a $50 credit towards their IRMTNZ subscription fee for the following

year. Congratulations to our 2025 winner, Auckland member Marilyn Portman!

2026 presents a fresh opportunity for the 85% of members who didn’t submit their PD records in 2025.

Records are submitted using a hassle-free online form and provided you keep track of your activities

throughout the year the form will only take a few minutes to complete. The form can be partially filled in

and saved for completion and submission at a later date: it’s available in the Members Only area of our

website under IRMTNZ Professional Development.

Thanks to the small army of Branch volunteers who encourage members to submit their records and

provide support where needed; their contact details can be found on the PD Records Guidelines 2026

which is located in the Members Only area under IRMTNZ Professional Development. 

RECOMMENDED

Kinga Krupa, Council member for District 5 recommends an addictive podcast.

Don’t we all love stories, especially when legendary composers are brought vividly to life? 

The Great Composers Podcast by Kevin Nordstrom is a thoroughly enjoyable and slightly addictive

listen that I happily recommend to music teachers. Available on Spotify and iTunes, it features richly told

biographies of composers such as JS Bach, CPE Bach, Stradivari, Beethoven, Brahms, Fritz Kreisler,

and Ligeti, with numerous episodes devoted to each composer, allowing their lives and music to unfold in

real depth. The storytelling is drawn from respected biographers and solid research, yet presented in a

lively, engaging way that makes long walks or drives fly by. It is both entertaining and impressively

thorough.

Teachers will enjoy listening and then sharing well-chosen stories and insights with their students. I would

not recommend it directly for young students, as some composers’ lives were rather turbulent, but those

details can easily be filtered, leaving plenty of fascinating musical material to pass on.    

FORTHCOMING

IRMTNZ CONFERENCE 2026

IRMTNZs Conference 2026 beautifully embodies the

meaning of 'kotahitanga' - bringing together diverse

voices and talents to celebrate the power of musical

collaboration. 

View the full programme HERE.

View the speaker bios HERE.

View recommended accommodation HERE. 

Most importantly, register to attend HERE.

(Note Early Bird registrations close 15 February)

PD WITH EUGENE ALBULESCU

Internationally acclaimed musician, award winning

pianist, multimedia artist, composer, accomplished

conductor and Steinway artist Eugene Albulescu spent

his formative years in Aotearoa New Zealand, winning

the NZSO Young Musician of the Year in 1984. He is

now Professor of Piano at Pennsylvania’s Lehigh

University. 

Eugene is back in Aotearoa this March and is presenting

as a guest of our Manawatu and Christchurch branches.

Manawatu Branch IRMTNZ 

Sunday 8 March, 1pm - 5pm

Freyberg High School Music Suite, Palmerston North

Seminar on memorisation @ 1pm

Masterclass @ 3pm

Please direct enquiries to the Manawatu Branch IRMTNZ Secretary, Marise McNeill:

marisemcneill93@gmail.com

Christchurch Branch IRMTNZ

Saturday 21 March, 1.30pm - 4.30pm

The Piano House, 283 Riccarton Road, Christchurch

Seminar on memorisation @ 1.30pm

Masterclass @ 3pm

Eugene will also give a piano recital at The Piano House, Friday 20 March, 7.30pm

Please direct enquiries to the Christchurch Branch IRMTNZ Chair, Janey Seed: janey_seed@xtra.co.nz

Click HERE to find more information about forthcoming IRMTNZ branch activities (information is regularly

updated). 

NZTRIO 'GROOVE CAFE 2026'

NZTrio He Taonga Wairere is on the road in February

and March with a summery spritz of a programme.  

Welcome to 'Groove Café', where the music is strong

and the vibe is even stronger. John Psathas’ Island

Songs bring sun, surf, and a dash of Kiwi cool - no

sunscreen required. Then you’re kept guessing with

Eliodoro Sollima’s Tre movimenti, leaping from atonal

intrigue to melodic surprises faster than you can say “cin

cin”. Vivian Fung’s Ominous Machine whirs, glitches,

and grooves like your favourite gadget on a caffeine

rush, and it all ends with Nikolai Kapustin’s

Divertissement, the ultimate musical cocktail: equal parts classical poise and jazz swagger, shaken (not

stirred) into four sparkling movements. 

27 Feb, 6:00pm - Nelson NCMA Recital Room - BOOK NOW

28 Feb, 6:00pm, Kapiti - Te Raukura ki Kāpiti (Aotearoa NZ Festival of the Arts) - BOOK NOW

1 Mar, 6:00pm - Hamilton - Te Whare Tāpere Iti - BOOK NOW

6 Mar, 7:00pm - Auckland - Symphonia Hall - BOOK NOW

7 Mar, 5:00pm - Waiheke Musical Museum - BOOK NOW

8 Mar, 2:00pm - Thames Music Society - MORE INFO

THE MASTERPIECE TOUR

MUSIC TO DEFY TIME

with MICHAEL HOUSTOUN (piano)

Sunday 29 March 3pm, MTG Century Theatre NAPIER

Thursday 9 April 7pm, Baycourt TAURANGA

Friday 10 April 7.30pm, Gallagher Concert Chamber HAMILTON

Sunday 12 April 3pm, Town Hall Concert Chamber AUCKLAND

Tuesday 14 April 7.30pm, Turner Centre KERIKERI

Friday 1 May 7.30pm, NCMA Auditorium NELSON

Sunday 3 May 3pm, The Piano CHRISTCHURCH

Wednesday 13 May 7.30pm, Royal Opera House WHANGANUI

Friday 15 May 7.30pm, The Globe PALMERSTON NORTH

Sunday 17 May 2.30pm, Memorial Hall WAIKANAE

Thursday 21 May 7.30pm, Whirinaki Whare Taonga UPPER HUTT

For all details of dates, times, programme, venues and ticketing click HERE.
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