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He who plays the piano keeps sane. - Italian proverb

In this issue...

IRMTNZ Conference presenter: Sarah Watkins

Australasian Piano Tuners & Technicians Convention

NZMEB celebrates a milestone

IRMTNZ Foundation Course...

... and much more!

FROM SPARK TO FLAME: THE JOURNEY TO
2026

Our Vice-President and Communications

Coordinator, Cathy Martin, counts the days to our 2026

Conference. 

Following the doldrums of the Covid-19 era, our 2024

Conference 'Ignite!' sparked a rekindling of passion,

purpose, and connection. Now, as registrations for our

2026 Conference pour in from around the country, the

fire burns brighter than ever. Kotahitanga is not just a

return to form - it’s a leap forward. Two full days of

energising PD will be supplemented by a dazzling

evening recital, and as for the social opportunities - we

music teachers know how to party! 

Perhaps that's an overstatement born of my extrovert personality, but collegial support and friendship

were cited as the leading reason why we belong to IRMTNZ in our 2025 Survey (results will be published

in Ritmico Online February 2026). It seems we need each other; we like being together, and that's a

healthy sign in a world dominated by digital communications. 

Having been closely involved in the planning for our 2026 Conference, naturally I'm a big fan of all our

guest speakers and every session on offer. Here are a few of my favourites:

Tim Topham's Keynote Address, 'Dare to Dream' - it's an intriguing title, I'm curious to know what's

behind it

Sarah Watkins' piano masterclass - Sarah is such a talented pianist, I know she'll offer lots of

great advice

Gillian Ansell, Hannah Darroch and Sarah Watkins in recital - in an ideal world we'd hear a lot more

chamber music - I am really looking forward to this

Choral sessions with Pete Rainey - group singing makes me happy - what more can I say!

I'm counting the days to our 2026 Conference and wonder if you are too. If you haven't registered yet

click HERE to take advantage of the Early Bird fee.

Ma te wa - see you in 2026!

Catherine (Cathy) Martin

Vice-President IRMTNZ

Communications Coordinator IRMTNZ

A CONCERT, A MASTERCLASS & A CONVERSATION

IRMTNZ Conference 2026, 8 - 10 April, Nelson:

Kotahitanga - Creativity in Collaboration

Kotahitanga brings together diverse voices and talents

to celebrate the power of musical collaboration; these

include one of Aotearoa's leading pianists and music

educators, Dr Sarah Watkins. 

Piano Masterclass, Friday 10 April, 10.20am

Sarah will work with local students in a two-hour

masterclass.

Collaborative Dialogues, Friday 10 April, 2.15pm

Listen in on a conversation between Sarah and Gillian as they discuss concepts of musical collaboration,

from programme planning through to rehearsals and performance. Learn how to embrace the art of

cooperative 'give and take' which needs to occur in dialogues and collaborations amongst musicians of all

ages and experience. 

Concert, Thursday 9 April, 7.30pm

Demonstrating the beauty of musical collaboration, Sarah will join forces with Dr Hannah Darroch and

Gillian Ansell MNZM for a stunning chamber music recital featuring works by NZ composers and rarely

heard pieces by UK and French composers. One ticket is included in the Conference registration fee;

additional tickets can be purchased at the time of registration or from the NCMA box office - $35pp. 

Dr Sarah Watkins has enjoyed an impressive and busy career as a collaborative pianist. She performed

across Australasia, Asia, the USA and Europe as a founding member of NZTrio from 2002 - 2018 and

now enjoys a wide variety of collaborations with musicians throughout Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 

Sarah is a graduate of the University of Canterbury (NZ) and the Juilliard School in New York City, where

she earned both Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees in collaborative piano.

Sarah has been an Associate member of IRMTNZ since 2019.  

PIANO LESSONS

There’s always more to learn about the piano, as our

President Katherine Jones discovered at the

Australasian Piano Tuners and Technicians Association

(APTTA) Convention 2025.

When an opportunity arose to represent IRMTNZ at this

year’s APTTA Convention in Christchurch, I accepted

without hesitation and came away with a new respect for

the complex work of our piano tuners and technicians.

The first session I attended, The Underwater Piano, was

presented by David Jenkin, NZPTTG* member and Convenor of the Convention. He told us the

remarkable story of the Steinway piano trapped beneath the Christchurch Town Hall stage, in water up to

its keys after the 2011 earthquakes. Engineer Joanne Macgregor was working in the Town Hall when she

noticed the piano and decided that she would like to save it. It was extricated with difficulty and a great

degree of planning, then taken to David’s workshop to spend two years drying. David explained the

complex restoration process; the strength and design of the Steinway brand allowed some of the original

piano parts - including the frame - to be reused. The session concluded with pianist Sarah Watkins

performing Debussy’s Sunken Cathedral on this previously ‘submerged’ piano, which was returned to the

Town Hall specially for the Convention.

I attended two sessions with Udo Steingraeber, sixth-generation leader of piano manufacturers

Steingraeber & Söhne. These presentations - Sound and Touch Development since Mozart and

Innovation in Piano Building and Techniques, offered a fascinating overview of the piano’s evolution. Udo

traced the historical innovations that responded to the musical demands of each era, including the six

pedals available in Beethoven’s time, for instance the sordini pedal and the fp pedal, which allowed for

precise execution of composers’ markings. He described the gradual reshaping of the piano frame to

increase resonance, and the rise in key dip over the years. It was liberating to learn that trills and

passagework in Mozart’s time were far easier on a 6mm key dip - significantly lighter than today’s

10.3mm. Pianos with Interchangeable keyboards are now available, allowing performers to swap to an

era-appropriate key dip mid-recital.

Great innovations have been made in pianos for people with disabilities. Pedals can now be operated by

mouth tube or eye-tracking software, the keyboard height can be raised with the lyre removed for

wheelchair access, and curved keyboards are available for easier outer extreme access. Interchangeable

keyboards scaled for smaller hands are increasingly used in universities and recital venues overseas.

New materials, such as lightweight aircraft composites for piano lids, are being explored to enhance

sound projection, and a fast-evolving trend is customised pianos, incorporating a selection of these

features.

Another highlight was Kevin Hanna and Nathan Smith’s session introducing the amazing world of

Nickelodeans Inside Out through their fascinating collection of restored player pianos. At first glance

these instruments appeared to be very ornate pianos, but the cabinets, instead of piano strings, housed

‘ensembles’ such as a banjo band, percussion group, strings, and even brass!  Kevin and Nathan

regularly travel to the USA, to service mechanical instruments in a major private collection.

I left the Convention with a real sense of enrichment and a far greater understanding of the piano - its

beginnings, its evolution across the centuries, and the exciting possibilities ahead.

*The New Zealand Piano Tuners and Technicians Guild (NZPTTG) is an Affiliate Organisation of

IRMTNZ. NZPTTG is a branch of the Australasian PTTG and hosted the 2025 Convention.

Katherine Jones Cert Exec Mus LTCL FIRMTNZ is a Christchurch-based teacher and collaborative

pianist. She has been a member of the Christchurch Branch IRMTNZ committee for many years and is

current President of IRMTNZ.

NZMEB TURNS
20!

Advertisement

NZMEB 20th Anniversary Conference

14 - 15 February 2026, NZSM, Wellington

Tickets for NZMEBs 20th anniversary celebration at Te

Kōkī New Zealand School of Music, Wellington, are on

sale now! Click HERE to register. We have arranged a

discounted rate with our preferred hotel - the Naumi

Hotel - click HERE for details.

The programme opens with a welcome address from our

beloved Patron, Michael Houstoun, followed by

discussion, masterclasses, and information on current

themes of interest to music teachers. A concert is

included on Saturday evening, with performances by Michael Houstoun and many of our examiners.

Tickets can be purchased separately for anyone not attending the weekend celebrations. After the

concert there will be a supper at the Naumi Hotel on Cuba Street (to be purchased separately).

If you have a student who would like to participate in one of the masterclasses, please contact Colette at

office@nzmeb.org.

IRMTNZ sends warmest congratulations to all our friends at NZMEB on achieving this milestone!

MUSICWORKS ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL AOTEAROA
(MEFA)

Advertisement

"MEFA is truly a one-of-a-kind experience for school

ensembles across Aotearoa." - Dr Patrick Shepherd,

Government Nominee IRMTNZ.

IRMTNZ teachers are a foundation of MEFA’s success.

Long before students arrive in Wellington, their

technique, confidence, and musical understanding are

built lesson by lesson in your studios. MEFA extends that work across five days of immersive music-

making, featuring 90+ workshops, rehearsals, and performances led by top national educators and artists,

including players from the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. Your preparation enables students to step

confidently into ensembles, masterclasses, and adjudicated sessions, turning individual tuition into

powerful collective achievement.

MEFA recognises the essential role private teachers play in shaping capable, curious, and performance-

ready musicians, and we look forward to supporting your students as they take their next steps on the

festival stage.

For further information about MEFA click HERE. 

SAVE 30% WHEN ORDERING DOUGLAS LILBURN CHRISTMAS MUSIC
BEFORE 15 DECEMBER!

Advertisement

Promethean Editions is pleased to announce the

publication of Douglas Lilburn’s Christmas Pieces with a

special for IRMTNZ members.

This volume includes five collections of miniatures that

were light-hearted musical gifts presented to two of

Douglas Lilburn’s friends between 1941 and 1949;

together, they give us an endearing glimpse of the

composer during his years in Christchurch and

immediately after. The final collection includes three

pieces published here for the first time. Pianists of every

level of ability will find something delightfully fresh to

enjoy within this generous volume.

Use the “IRMTNZX30” coupon code before 15 December 2025 to save 30% on the sale price.

 

Order online HERE.

PIANO TRADERS SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR IRMTNZ
MEMBERS

Advertisement

Piano Traders Ltd is a family-owned business with over

70 years of experience in assisting musicians in New

Zealand. We pride ourselves on our product knowledge

and excellent customer service - our team has decades

of combined experience.

IRMTNZ NEWS

MEMBER PROFILE: LIZ PATCHETT

Demonstrating versatility and dedication, Associate

member Elizabeth (Liz) Patchett sustains a breath-

taking schedule; she teaches in multiple locations and

balances this with working as a full-time orchestral

musician. Wow!

We invited Liz to tell us something about her multi-

faceted career.

Being asked to write this has prompted me to reflect on

just how long music teaching has been a part of my life.

 

Somewhere in a pile of paperwork is my first Ministry of

Education pay slip. Saturday morning beginner recorder classes in Hamilton were my introduction to

being a music educator, with 15 primary school children per group. London’s Burning stays in my mind as

our goal for the term: it was organised chaos and totally fabulous.

 

My mother Dawn Patchett, an IRMTNZ member for many decades, understood the benefit of music

education and knew exactly how to keep her bubbly, fidgety daughter occupied. Piano lessons came first

at age seven, followed by violin at age nine and later the oboe.

 

After secondary school, I completed a BMus majoring in performance violin with Mary O'Brien at

Auckland University and then immediately started my first professional orchestral job with the Auckland

Philharmonic Orchestra (APO). After five happy years playing and teaching in Auckland, I joined the New

Zealand Symphony Orchestra (NZSO) in Wellington.

 

Fast forward to today and as an NZSO violinist and professional chamber musician I’ve been to every

corner of the country. Educational highlights have included seeing the looks of wonder and delight in a

classroom of primary school students when they see and hear a violin up close for the first time, and, at

the more advanced level, coaching secondary schools chamber groups in preparation for Chamber Music

New Zealand competitions.

I’ve maintained a small private teaching practice wherever I’ve been based: Hamilton, Auckland, and for

the last few decades Wellington, South Wairarapa and the Manawatu.

 

My strongest memories of making music as a teenager are leading my local youth orchestra and

attending national orchestral courses. Because of these positive experiences, orchestral and chamber

music making is an important part of my teaching; I aim to enable students, whatever their future careers

may be, to enjoy music making for life.

 

Students returning from having attended the one-week NZ Secondary Schools Symphony

Orchestra course in Christchurch, or the NZSO National Youth Orchestra programme in Wellington, are

changed for the better - fired up, energised, full of stories about their music experiences and keen to

audition again. Younger students are encouraged to develop their playing and listening skills to a level

where they can join their local youth orchestra. Lessons always involve duet playing.

 

The best thing ever is bumping into past students, sometimes decades after they’ve finished formal

lessons and hearing that they are still playing.

Elizabeth Patchett BMus Perf  ATCL  ABRSM  Grade 8 Theory  AIRMTNZ

Elizabeth (Liz) is registered to teach advanced theory, chamber music, theory and violin. She is a

member of both our Manawatu and Wellington branches and teaches in Palmerston North, the Wairarapa

and Wellington. 

IRMTNZ FOUNDATION COURSE

​Our re-designed Foundation Course, launched in July,

is now nearing completion - and we're delighted to share

that it's been a great success!

Course Participants (CPs) have attended 10 online

sessions, completed 10 tasks, and attended a Contact

Workshop (where this photo was taken). They have

committed to the Course with enthusiasm, and their

reflections speak volumes:

"I have been challenged in so many ways … I now teach

with increased confidence and joy … students are loving

the ideas I have applied to my lessons." 

"It provided a meaningful opportunity to reflect on my teaching at a deeper level. I’m grateful … for the

well-designed programme and to the participants for the rich discussions and shared resources. The

Contact Workshop was especially valuable. This experience helped me understand what good teaching

looks like and gave me renewed confidence and direction in my practice."

Next Course: beginning in February

Registration deadline: Friday 23 January

Contact: Teacher Training Course Coordinator Louise Logan, louise.irmtnz@gmail.com

Click HERE for information.

ADDITIONAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

Members are reminded that you may be eligible to apply for additional subjects to be added to the list you

are currently registered to teach. This might be of interest if you have, for instance, gained additional

qualifications or professional teaching experience in other subject areas. 

You'll need to complete and submit a short form and pay a $50 fee to cover our administration costs; to

find out more click HERE.

You can apply at any time of the year, but please note that the Registration Board is normally on summer

leave from 1 December through to 1 February of the following year so the turn around on applications at

this time of year may be slower than usual. 

RECOMMENDED

Waikato Branch IRMTNZ Co-Chair Dr Beverley Pullon points us towards an invaluable resource for

singing teachers. 

A Modern Guide to Old World Singing by David L Jones is an exceptional vocal pedagogy resource

that distils decades of teaching experience into clear, practical guidance. Its concise chapters explain

classical singing concepts such as laryngeal freedom, cuperto, and open-throat technique, and include

precise exercises that develop support, registration, and resonance. The pedagogical purpose of each

vocalise is clearly articulated, making it invaluable for teachers and students alike.

Personally, this book transformed my singing after vocal injury, guiding me back to vocal health through

mindful application of Jones’s methods. His approach promotes authenticity, vocal freedom, and longevity

across all styles. I consider it my 'technique bible' and recommend it to anyone seeking healthy, beautiful,

and sustainable singing.

Available from Amazon.

MERI KIRIHIMETE

It's that time of year again...

Council extends very best wishes to our members and

their whānau for a happy Christmas, sun-drenched

holidays, and a bounteous new year!

 

FORTHCOMING

IRMTNZ CONFERENCE 2026

IRMTNZs Conference 2026 beautifully embodies the

meaning of ‘kotahitanga’ - bringing together diverse

voices and talents to celebrate the power of musical

collaboration.

View the full programme HERE.

View the speaker bios HERE.

View recommended accommodation HERE.

Most importantly, register to attend HERE.

NZTRIO 2026: save the date!

NZTrio He Taonga Wairere - Amalia Hall (violin),

Matthias Balzat (cello) & Somi Kim (piano) - are

announcing their 2026 series.  Dreamscape, Space

Jump and Reverie explore the depth and lyrical warmth

of Schumann’s piano trios, paired with musical gems

from Aotearoa, the USA, India, Turkey and Poland,

passing through surreal and unexpected sonic worlds.

 

DREAMSCAPE

9 May - Warkworth 

10 May - Auckland 

16 May - Cambridge

17 May - Whitianga 

21 May - Palmerston North

22 May - Martinborough

23 May - Wellington

 

SPACE JUMP

15 Aug - Hamilton 

16 Aug - Auckland 

21 Aug - Gisborne 

22 Aug - Napier 

23 Aug - Wellington 

30 Aug - Greytown

REVERIE

31 Oct - Wellington 

1 Nov - Whanganui 

4 Nov - Dunedin 

5 Nov - Christchurch

6 Nov - Nelson 

8 Nov - Auckland 

14 Nov - Kerikeri 

15 Nov - Whangārei

3 Dec - Rotorua 

4 Dec - Taupō

Auckland Town Hall Concert Chamber season tickets on sale now via Ticketmaster. 

Single tickets on sale from 11 February. Dates, venues and more details available at nztrio.com

NZSO NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA & EMERGING ARTISTS 2026

Each year, the NZSO NYO provides over eighty young

New Zealand musicians with the experience of playing in

a high-quality full-strength symphony orchestra.

NZSO National Youth Orchestra

Each year, the NZSO NYO provides over eighty young

New Zealand musicians with the experience of playing in

a high-quality full-strength symphony orchestra.

 

IMPORTANT DATES

01 Dec 2025 – Audition packs available to request via Audition Pack form 

27 Feb 2026 – Applications open 

17 Mar 2026 – Applications close 5pm 

02 Apr 2026 – Positions for 2026 NYO offered 

07 Apr 2026 – Final date for accepting place 

28 Jun 2026 – 2026 NYO programme commences 

04 Jul 2026 – 2026 NYO programme ends  
 

Emerging Artists 

Aotearoa New Zealand’s brightest young musicians perform as soloists and side-by-side with the NZSO

in a concert celebrating the next generation of performers.

 

IMPORTANT DATES

08 Dec 2025 – Applications open

15 Apr 2026 – Applications close 5pm

01 May 2026 – Applicants are notified of the outcome

08 May 2026 – Deadline for applicants to accept offer

22 Sep 2026 – Emerging Artists rehearsals

23 Sep 2026 – Emerging Artists concert

 

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ Council or Ritmico

Online Editor.

Every effort is made to publish accurate information.

Material published in Ritmico Online may only be reproduced by permission of the Editor.

Ritmico Online ISSN 2703-1845

Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New Zealand
Website: Click here
Email: registrar@irmt.org.nz
PO Box 4122, Christchurch 8140
Registrar's hours are 1pm - 6pm Mon-Fri
Closed weekends and public holidays

Nurturing the love of music making

Unsubscribe me please

Brought to you by
outreachcrm

http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=public-unsubscribe&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11104&unsubscribe=&category=4218&regarding=11104
http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11104&Na=view-msg-public&SMESG-oid=11104&Scontact=
http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11104&Na=forward-msg-public&SMESG-oid=11104&Scontact=
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference/
http://form.jotform.com/252988448581071
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference/
http://ncma.nz/your-visit/
http://www.apttaconvention.com/
http://www.pianotunersguild.co.nz/
http://events.humanitix.com/nzmeb-20th-anniversary-conference
http://nzmeb.org/birthday-naumi-hotel
http://www.musicworks.co.nz/mefa-home
http://www.musicworks.co.nz/mefa-home
http://store.prometheaneditions.com/products/christmas-pieces
http://www.promethean-editions.com/
http://store.prometheaneditions.com/products/christmas-pieces
http://pianotraders.co.nz/?srsltid=AfmBOoph2cLwYz33r3_0MNLAdy8GHvkKo076dn84Bc25wu_Pc2UrPSSI
http://pianotraders.co.nz/?srsltid=AfmBOooDiEhqFtJWGxMPsv0aKXxIaTIa1htr2Vj9wIL00r4QZlSNxR2F
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/foundation-intermediate-advanced-courses/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/membership/
http://www.amazon.com/Modern-Guide-World-Singing-Swedish-Italian/dp/154390887X/
http://www.amazon.com/Modern-Guide-World-Singing-Swedish-Italian/dp/154390887X/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference/conference-programme/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/presenters/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/ako-puoro-accommodation/
http://form.jotform.com/252988448581071
http://nztrio.com/
http://www.ticketmaster.co.nz/nztrio-tickets/artist/1089622
http://nztrio.com/
http://www.nzso.co.nz/the-nzso/learn-and-engage/young-musicians/nzso-national-youth-orchestra
http://www.nzso.co.nz/the-nzso/learn-and-engage/young-musicians/emerging-artists
http://learnmusicnz.org.nz/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz
mailto:
http://www.facebook.com/LearnMusicNZ/
http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=public-unsubscribe&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11104&unsubscribe=&category=4218&regarding=11104
http://www.outreach.co.nz

