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A well-educated mind will always have more questions than answers. -

Helen Keller

In this issue...

IRMTNZ Conference Presenter: Gillian Ansell

IRMTNZ Conference Presenter: Alvaro Saura Moreno

Is there such a thing as not being musical?

PD - online options to explore

... and much more!

GIVING AND GROWING THROUGH IRMTNZ

Council member Kinga Krupa looks at the 'why' of

belonging to IRMTNZ.

From time to time, I hear colleagues ask, “What do I

actually get out of being an IRMTNZ member"? It’s a fair

question, but one that I think deserves a broader answer.

I’d like to share a few reflections from my own experience

on our Council, in the hope of encouraging others to see

how much personal and professional richness can come

from giving to the Institute and being part of its work.

I represent District 5 on our Council (Otago, Central

Otago and Southland). Like all councillors and committee

members, this is voluntary work - I give my time, energy, and expertise freely but the rewards I receive in

return are far greater than I ever expected. Every meeting, discussion, and project teaches me something

new. From routine administrative tasks to navigating differing opinions, each experience stretches my

understanding and strengthens my ability to collaborate, communicate, and lead. Most importantly, it

deepens my appreciation for the impact our collective efforts have on music education in Aotearoa New

Zealand.

Through my involvement, I’ve seen how much IRMTNZ contributes to the growth of its members, not just

professionally but personally. Conferences are always inspiring - full of learning, connection, and shared

enthusiasm. There is also plenty of offline and online Professional Development that carries huge value.

On a local level, as someone based in Central Otago where teachers can feel quite isolated, IRMTNZ has

given me the means to create a sense of community among local teachers. We meet for a cuppa a few

times a year to mix, mingle, and exchange ideas and inspiration. That connection alone is invaluable.

I’ve also been fortunate to share my own areas of passion and expertise. Presenting Beyond Music

Performance Anxiety at our 2024 Conference was a great and empowering experience, for me as well as

for those attending the presentation, as was introducing my Piano Steps method books for young

beginners to IRMTNZ teachers nationwide. The positive and encouraging feedback I’ve received has

reaffirmed how generous and supportive this community can be.

I’ve come to believe that the more I give to IRMTNZ, the more I receive in return - often in unexpected

ways. Growth, inspiration, friendship, and purpose all flow from being part of something larger than

oneself. So, to anyone wondering “what’s in it for me?”, I would simply say: join in, contribute, and you

might discover that the real reward lies in what you give.

Ngā mihi

Kinga Krupa

Council IRMTNZ 

A MASTERCLASS, A PRESENTATION & A PERFORMANCE

IRMTNZ Conference 2026, 8 - 10 April, Nelson:

Kotahitanga - Creativity in Collaboration

Teaching awkward teenagers or chronically shy students

of any age how to present themselves on stage can be

challenging, so we're looking forward to learning some

tips for stage presentation from a seasoned pro' at our

2026 Conference. New Zealand String Quartet's brilliant

violist Gillian Ansell MNZM will present Stage Etiquette:

some 'dos and don'ts' for looking relaxed and confident

on stage, whether you feel it or not. 

Gillian will also take a strings masterclass, and she'll

share a session on musical collaboration with pianist Dr Sarah Watkins.

Putting it all into practice, Gillian and Sarah will be joined by flutist Dr Hannah Darroch in concert on the

evening of 9 April - definitely a Conference highlight! 

Gillian Ansell MNZM is a founding member of the New Zealand String Quartet. Originally second

violinist, she became the violist in 1989. She teaches violin, viola and chamber music at the New Zealand

School of Music — Te Kōkī, and has been Artistic Director of the Adam Chamber Music

Festival, since 2001. In 2008 she became a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit for services to

music. 

Gillian has been an Honorary Fellow IRMTNZ since 2004.

STORY OF TWO
HATS:

 
music therapy skills applied in the studio

IRMTNZ Conference 2026, 8 - 10 April, Nelson:

Kotahitanga - Creativity in Collaboration

Understanding how to teach students with diverse

learning needs is a hot topic these days, and rightly so.

We can be qualified to teach music to the 'typical student'

(if such a student exists), but do we know how to bring

the best out of every student that passes through our

studio?

Our Conference 2026 includes a session with registered

music therapist and music teacher, Alvaro Saura

Moreno. 

'Story of Two Hats' explores how ideas from music therapy can support music learning. Drawing on his

experience as a music therapist and educator, Alvaro will share practical strategies for integrating

therapeutic principles into one-to-one lessons, supporting diverse learners and creating inclusive,

engaging musical experiences.

Originally from Spain and now based in Nelson, Alvaro is an educator and performing arts teacher with a

background in music therapy. He studied Education and Music Education at the University of Murcia and

completed a Master’s in Music Therapy at the University of Barcelona. In Spain, Alvaro worked as a

music therapist with elderly people and adults with special needs, and after moving to Aotearoa, he

continued this practice as a registered music therapist, working with adults with disabilities and young

people with neurodiversity who wanted to learn music. Alongside this work, he has taught guitar, double

bass and bass guitar at the Nelson Centre of Musical Arts and Nayland College, and he currently teaches

Performing Arts at Nelson Intermediate School.

IS THERE SUCH A THING AS NOT BEING
MUSICAL?

Internationally acclaimed Early Childhood Music educator

Julie Wylie MNZM has kindly allowed us to publish the

following article, one of many useful resources available

on her website. 

There are so many times in our lives when music is

classed as ‘right’. We need to be mindful of the impact

this has on the subconscious development of children’s

musical confidence and ability to identify themselves as

musical beings. Here are just a handful of examples to

demonstrate how easily music can be made ‘out of

reach’, or exclusive to those who are talented. All of this

undermines musical confidence and leads to adults who

believe they cannot sing in tune and children who slowly lose their innate abilities.

How are children told they are not musical?

We innocently joke, “She got her musical ability from me!” or “Glad she got Dad’s sense of rhythm!”,

laying down the insidious belief that some people have it, and some don’t.

We shy away from singing to our children if we don’t feel confident about our voices, but we expose

them to 'perfect' recorded voices frequently. Children need to hear the whole spectrum to know that

just because someone has a lovely tone and practises a lot - maybe even has a deep talent - music

is still for everybody to create.

We have the 'good singers' sit up front in school choirs or cultural groups and confirm the suspicions

of those seated in the back that 'music isn’t their thing'.

We over-expose children to polished recorded music and music videos rather than the experience

of live music with all its mistakes and less-than-perfect moments, leading them to develop a core

belief that music should sound a certain way to be 'correct'.

We acknowledge the children who 'perform' over and above those who sit quietly and take in music

and dance…. some of the most deeply musical children we’ve worked with have barely participated

in an active way in class yet have a deep understanding and sense of timing that was developed

because they were allowed the space to learn the way they needed to.

All of this is to say, let’s be mindful in our approach to musical development in children. Let’s not repeat

the mistakes of the past and tell some children (directly or indirectly) that they are not one of the lucky

ones. The truth is there are absolutely varying degrees of musical 'talent', but everyone is musical, and

everyone has the right to play and create and enjoy and deeply know that they are not lacking.

Julie Wylie began offering Musical Play classes for parents with preschoolers in 1990 and founded the

New Zealand Musical Parenting Association in 1992. She was also the founder of the Musical Play

programme at the Champion Centre at Burwood Hospital in Christchurch, where she was the Senior

Music Specialist for 28 years. Julie has received awards for her music leadership, culminating in her

being made a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit in 2018. Her music resources have also won

international awards, and she has presented music workshops and papers in many countries including

Korea, Japan, Singapore, Australia, the United Kingdom, Lithuania, Estonia and Finland. In addition to

running her music school, she is the Director of the online training programme leading to the

Postgraduate Certificate in Musical Play Therapy. She also works with the University of Canterbury

School of Music in their Community Music degree course, doing guest lecturing, working with students on

placement and internships, and involving students in her Intergenerational Musical Play programme.

 

EDITOR'S NOTE

Congratulations to Julie on the publication of her latest book, Unleashing the Power of Musical Play. Co-

edited with Dr Susan Foster Cohen, this book "explains what Musical Play is, how and why it benefits

children, and how it can be integrated into educational, community and clinical environments".

Unleashing the Power of Musical Play will be launched at Tūranga Library Christchurch 29 November at

11am. Order now from Routledge or Booktopia.

NZTrio He Taonga
Wairere

NZTrio He Taonga Wairere is preparing to tour

Aotearoa this November with 'Hypnotique', a diverse

array of works that challenges expectations of traditional

chamber music. A whirlwind of motion typifies New

Zealand composer Lyell Cresswell's virtuosic Moto

Perpetuo, ahead of Fauré's Piano Trio in D minor with

lyrical elegance and lush harmonic textures, contrasting

with the percussive and electronic influences in Le

Boeuf's jazz-adjacent Obliquely Wrecked. Australian

composer Elena Kats-Chernin pays homage to Haydn, blending classical and contemporary styles in

Calliope Dreaming, then finally, the full Romantic immersion of Schönberg's Verklärte Nacht is structured

around the five stanzas of a poem; deeply transcendent and utterly beautiful. 

For more information and tickets, please visit www.nztrio.com

A SPECIAL OFFER FROM PROMETHEAN
EDITIONS

Advertisement

SAVE 30% WHEN ORDERING DOUGLAS LILBURN

CHRISTMAS MUSIC BEFORE 30 NOVEMBER 2025

Promethean Editions is pleased to announce the

publication of Douglas Lilburn’s Christmas Pieces with

a special for IRMTNZ members. This volume includes

five collections of miniatures that were light-hearted

musical gifts presented to two of Douglas Lilburn’s

friends between 1941 and 1949; together, they give us

an endearing glimpse of the composer during his years

in Christchurch and immediately after. The final collection

includes three pieces published here for the first time.

Pianists of every level of ability will find something

delightfully fresh to enjoy within this generous volume.

 

Use the “IRMTNZX30” coupon code before 15 December 2025 to save 30% on the sale price.

 

To order online click HERE.

PIANO TRADERS SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR IRMTNZ
MEMBERS

Advertisement

Piano Traders Ltd is a family-owned business with over

70 years of experience in assisting musicians in New

Zealand. We pride ourselves on our product knowledge

and excellent customer service - our team has decades

of combined experience. 

TEACHER DIPLOMA TRAINING COURSES

Advertisement

St Cecilia Examinations International Teacher

Diploma Training Courses NOW TAKING

ENROLMENTS.

The St Cecilia School of Music has been providing teacher training for musicians for 50 years. Courses

operate in all major centres in Australia and New Zealand.

SCSM provides studio teaching diplomas at the Certificate, Associate, Licentiate and Fellowship diploma

levels for all instruments. Our unique teaching diplomas are well respected and represent the high

standards of professional private music teachers.

Fast-track preparation courses are currently available for the Certificate of Music Teaching (CMT) as well

as the Associate and Licentiate diplomas. 

Contact SCSM Examinations Intl for further details and enrolment P 0800 151 661 / E

info@stcecilia.co.nz / W st-cecilia.com.au

MENZA LAUNCHES NZ'S FIRST SUBJECT ASSOCIATION PODAST

Jessica Brown shares some exciting news from

MENZA.

We're thrilled to announce that MENZA has made history

as the first subject association in New Zealand to launch

a podcast! The Tune Me In Podcast explores music through an education lens, bringing together the

voices of our vibrant music education community.

Hosted by MENZA board member and music teacher Jessica Brown, the podcast features conversations

with renowned authors, academics, and classroom educators discussing everything from innovative

pedagogical approaches to policy and practice. Operating within a bicultural model, each episode offers

practical classroom insights alongside research-informed perspectives.

The first episode launched on October 6th and features voices from our recent MENZA conference,

where attendees share the intentions and whakataukī that guided their experience. It's a beautiful

introduction to the kind of meaningful conversations you can expect throughout the season.

Find us on YouTube, Apple Podcasts, and Spotify. Subscribe today and join the conversation!

IRMTNZ NEWS

IRMTNZ ANNUAL SURVEY

STOP - don't run away! We promise our survey will only take 1 - 5 minutes of your time, and your

participation will help us better understand and support your needs as a member of IRMTNZ. 

To fill out our 2025 survey please click HERE.  

KATHY STEWART: NEW COUNCIL MEMBER FOR DISTRICT 2

Supporting our music community and nurturing the next

generation of musicians is second nature for Kathy

Stewart, new IRMTNZ Council member for District 2. 

Born in Gisborne, I first started piano lessons at about

age seven, adding flute once I started high school. I then

moved to Palmerston North and completed my primary

school teacher training. A further move to Tauranga saw

me reconnect with my love of music and complete ATCL

and LTCL piano with Beverley Read. The support and

encouragement I received from Beverley and local

IRMTNZ members led to a career change, and I became

a music teacher, teaching piano, flute and theory, both at

home and in various local schools. I currently have a home studio where I teach every afternoon, and I

also teach itinerant flute and piano in three local secondary schools. I love the connection to our young

people and often feel I learn more from them than they do from me! 

I believe learning is a lifelong joy and because of this I am currently part way through Suzuki flute teacher

training. I love that Suzuki teaches and nurtures the whole child, believes in excellence and the principle

that all children possess ability. 

I chair Tauranga Musica – a local music group that brings chamber groups and soloists to Tauranga,

putting on six to eight concerts every year. It's great to be able to offer high quality concerts to our young

people, and the more mature of course!

My firm belief in the importance of music for our young people has found me on the NZMEB Board – a

wonderful way to give back to our NZ music community. 

I have been a member of IRMTNZ since 1998 and have loved the support given by the Institute at its

national conferences - a wonderful way to connect and reconnect with fellow music teachers and friends

in a supportive learning environment. The Covid challenge saw us all needing more support than ever and

Council had to adapt to something for which there were no rules or guidelines. It's wonderful to see us out

the other side and once again able to hold our much-needed national conferences. 

Kathy Stewart BEd Dip Tchg LTCL TC Dip

REMEMBERING BARRIE RUTLEDGE (1934 - 2025)

When we join the music teaching profession, do we see

ourselves still teaching in our 90s? For some of us, it's a

lifelong vocation.

Otago Branch Chair Kathy Thompson shares fond

memories of a much-loved and hugely respected

member who was teaching up until his recent death at

age 91. 

When he became an IRMTNZ member in 1992, Barrie

Routledge was teaching clarinet and saxophone in

schools, Saturday Morning Music Classes, and to private

students. He has been on our Branch committee since around 2002 and was Vice Chair for several years.

We remember Barrie compering our Junior Recitals with a quiet and gentle humour that put our young

players at ease. We noted the support and care he always had for his students when they performed in

competitions.  He helped organise our Branch end-of-year lunches and assisted with transport for

members when needed, with his wife Nancy.  

Since our inaugural Branch Scholarship, Barrie has had a student enter most years, and it was

particularly special that his student, Jenny Petegem Thach (pictured with Barrie), was this year’s winner. 

This was just a couple of weeks before he died after a normal day’s teaching, making it even more

poignant. 

Barrie taught clarinet to child prodigy Nathaniel Koh for a couple of years. On his return to Singapore with

his parents, Nathaniel continued to develop his interest in composition and wrote Tuesday Reflections, a

collection of memories of his Tuesdays in New Zealand. The second movement, Barrie, reflects his

clarinet lessons with his “fun-loving teacher Barrie Rutledge in the late morning”.  Memories of Barrie

being full of fun and humour have been echoed by so many he has taught.  

One of Barrie’s students in the 1990s, Adam Doesburg, recalls that lessons always started with sight

reading and duet playing, and credits these with his ability to pick up new music quickly.  We wish Adam

well as he takes over Barrie’s SMMC classes and private students, continuing Barrie’s legacy. 

Barrie has inspired so many children with his love of clarinet and saxophone.  Some, like Adam, have

returned to playing in community bands later in life. Others will be recalling their lessons with the kind

man with a lovely sense of humour and a twinkle in his eye. To receive that kind of education weekly from

such a gentle man is a priceless treasure for them all. 

EDITOR'S NOTE

There's a delightful and highly recommended video of Barrie being interviewed by Mark Walton in 2023.

Recorded at the University of Otago for Aotearoa Musical Treasures. Click HERE to watch.

PD RECORDS 2025

Our mana rests on our reputation for being engaged, informed, and active.

IRMTNZ expects members to undertake regular Professional Development (PD) and asks you to keep a

record of your activities throughout the year. Records can be submitted using the online form located in

the Members Only area of our website, under IRMTNZ Professional Development. If you have recorded

your activities on your diary or calendar it should only takes a few minutes to fill out the form, but if you

wish to partially complete the form and return to it at a later date this is now possible. 

Thanks to those members who have already submitted their PD records for 2025. All members who

submit their records go in the draw to win a $50 credit towards the following year's membership

subscription fee.  Last year Margaret Whitworth (Dunedin) was our lucky winner. Could it be you in

2025? 

Records should be submitted by 5pm Friday 12 December. The winner will be notified in time for

Christmas!

Click HERE to log onto the Members Only area.

ZOOM IN FOR FREE PD

Zoom in for Free PD was a new initiative this year, and we're pleased to report that around 30 - 50

members attended each of our three hui, with several more watching the video recordings at a later date.

Zoom offers a convenient and economical platform for us to maintain our professional engagement and

personal connections, and it seems we like it! Warmest thanks to all our Zoom guest speakers for

generously sharing their insights, experiences and observations. 

Council plans to continue providing PD by Zoom next year. If you have any feedback on this year's hui or

would like to suggest a topic for 2026, please email our Education Committee Chair, Graham McPhail:

gmcphail.irmtnz@gmail.com. 

IRMTNZ PD VIDEOS

BEETHOVEN AND THE LISZT CONNECTION

Lecture & Piano Masterclass with Francesca Khalifa

Sunday 24 August, The Piano House, Christchurch

On a recent tour of Aotearoa New Zealand,

Italian/Egyptian pianist Francesca Khalifa gave a lecture

and a masterclass on Beethoven's piano sonatas to

Christchurch Branch IRMTNZ. Both sessions were video

recorded and are now available in the Members Only

area of our website.

Francesca's lecture explored the study and

interpretation of Beethoven's piano sonatas by examining

the main characteristics of different editions curated by Liszt, his students, and subsequently and

their students. These included Claudio Arrau's 1970s edition "with Arrau's unique fingering which

demands considerable arm flexibility. The depth of Francesca's research was evident - her thought-

provoking lecture gave us many points to ponder!"*

In the masterclass students performed movements of Beethoven's piano sonatas. "Many interesting

points came up, for example, the importance of respecting a composer's allocation of parts between the

hands, the extra effort of sforzandi, some considerations of arm and hand movement to achieve more

expressive phrasing, and 'arm circles' away from/towards the body."*

Thanks to our Christchurch Branch for providing these videos.

*Quotes are from Susan Melville's report on these sessions in the Christchurch Branch IRMTNZ

Newsletter, Oct 2025.

Other videos in our collection:

Working with Neurodiverse Students - a presentation by Julie Wylie MNZM (available until 30

April 2026)

Scott Joplin's Victory: the History of Ragtime Piano - a lecture-recital with Dr Nicola Melville

(available until 30 April 2026)

How to Apply Māori Principles to Your Teaching Practice - a presentation by Ben Lau (available

until 31 December 2025)

Violin Masterclass with Dr Martin Riseley (available until 31 December 2025).

RECOMMENDED

Our Christchurch Branch Chair, Janey Seed, points us towards an uplifting documentary.

I recently watched a wonderful documentary titled Talent has Hunger - Teaching Passion, which

follows the interactions between cellist Paul Katz and some of his talented students over a number of

years. The documentary poses the questions, "What is the best way to develop an artist? How do you

teach inspiration, creativity and imagination?" Katz believes all students need to find their own voice and

personality, and we see each of the students involved developing in different ways and eventually

following different musical paths. The documentary is filled with delightful interactions between Katz and

his students, and it's also filled with wonderful music!

Talent has Hunger is streaming for free on Kanopy which can be accessed by public library card holders

or if you are a university student or lecturer. It's also currently on Apple TV+.

IMDb has more information and the trailer HERE.

FORTHCOMING

KOTAHITANGA - IRMTNZ Conference 2026

IRMTNZs Conference 2026 beautifully embodies the

meaning of ‘kotahitanga’ – bringing together diverse

voices and talents to celebrate the power of musical

collaboration.

View the full programme HERE.

View the speaker bios HERE.

View recommended accommodations HERE.

Most importantly, register online from 15 November

HERE.

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION 2025 - 2026

Preliminary rounds 2 - 4 December 

The Piano, 56 Armagh Street, Christchurch

Finals 7 March 2026 with the CSO conducted by James

Judd

Douglas Lilburn Auditorium

Click HERE for information.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ Council or Ritmico

Online Editor.

Every effort is made to publish accurate information.

Material published in Ritmico Online may only be reproduced by permission of the Editor.
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