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We must always change, renew, rejuvenate ourselves; otherwise we harden. - Goethe

 

In this issue...

Changes on our Council  

Gleanings from a flute lesson

Chopin's nocturnes

Honours for highly esteemed colleagues

... and much more!

COUNCIL MAKES A FRESH
START

Our new President Katherine Jones rings in the

changes on Council.

Ngā mihi o te Tau Hou - Happy New Year to you all.

I hope you are enjoying these initial weeks of

reconnecting with students and colleagues. I always

enjoy the first few weeks of teaching when we and our

students are feeling refreshed and enthusiastic about the

possibilities for the year ahead.

It has been a bittersweet start to the year for Council. At

our recent meetings three long-standing Council

members were farewelled and four new members welcomed. I would like to acknowledge and thank

Wendy Hunt, Margaret Maw and Andrew Buchanan-Smart for their many years of dedicated service to

IRMTNZ.

I am pleased to welcome our new Council members – Chris Greenslade, Louise Logan, Kathy

Stewart and Christy Yau. We look forward to working together over the next Council term.

One of my favourite whakatauki comes to mind as I think about our past and present Council members -

Kia whakato ̄muri te haere whakamua, I walk backwards into the future with my eyes fixed on my past.

 

IRMTNZ has changed hugely since The Music Teachers Registration Act of 1928 was established.

This is due to the contributions of each new Council, building on the foundations and innovation of its

predecessors. Change is healthy; a sign of growth and adaptation to the circumstances around us. We

on Council need to be mindful of the past so that we can learn from all that has gone before, preserving

what is important and beneficial, welcoming progress, and ensuring that we remain relevant and

meaningful to the students and teachers of the current generation.

Council works for our members, so feel free to reach out to your district's representatives if you have any

questions or ideas we might consider. Contact details can be found on the Council page of our website.

I am looking forward to new challenges as IRMTNZ President. This is not a position I ever anticipated

holding, but I intend to do my very best for you over the next three years. Thank you to all Council

members for your confidence in me to do this job – your support is invaluable as I follow in the footsteps

of some very large shoes!

 

Ngā mihi nui

 

Katherine Jones

President IRMTNZ

 

AN OPEN FLUTE LESSON

We remember how our teachers taught us, and we know

our own teaching style, but what do we know about how

our colleagues conduct lessons, and what might we learn

from them? Wellington Branch IRMTNZ has a creative

way to glean fresh ideas, inviting a small number of

members to take 'open lessons' in front of other

members. In November 2024 flute teacher Elsa Shih

and her student Claire braved the spotlight. Report by

Julia Walls. 

Claire's lesson began with warmups which involved

repeatedly playing a crescendo on a long note. Elsa

encouraged Claire to practice a quick and slow vibrato at two pulses up to six pulses per crotchet, 60

beats per minute. She explained that vibrato comes from the stomach and talked about the importance of

belly breathing; singing teachers confirmed it was the same scenario for them. A piano teacher

commented that often piano teachers miss out technical exercises and start lessons with the pieces,

partly because some pianists can take a very long time even to get to Grade 1.

 

Claire then played a Grade 6 Baroque piece (Affettuoso, 1st movement from Concerto in D by Telemann).

Elsa praised her excellent rhythm and poise. She suggested Claire describe the nature of the melody and

make some decisions about articulation and dynamics. Sometimes Claire was hesitant about deciding

one way or the other, however, Elsa had a lovely, warm, encouraging manner, and non-judgmental

reactions to Claire’s decisions - working with them, trying alternatives and encouraging her to think

further with gentle questioning.

 

A second Baroque piece followed - Allegro in B minor, no. 24 from Rubank Advanced Method,

accompanied at the piano by Sonia Green. Elsa encouraged Claire to listen to the accompaniment - she

enjoyed this as she also plays the piano. She was encouraged to start the piece with confidence and

think about how to go from one phrase to the next, to stay poised for the next phrase during the

preceding one, and to make changes in tone quality much more obvious.

Overall, I found this a stimulating session, despite or perhaps because of being a non-flautist. I also found

out that the price of a decent flute is around $1000… something to think about!

Elsa Shih BMus(Hons) Perf BCU  MMus Instr Perf BCU  AIRMTNZ

Julia Walls BMus FTCL  LRSM  AIRMTNZ

Julia studied piano at Victoria University of Wellington under Judith Clark and always wanted to be a

piano teacher. She teaches all ages and accompanies all instruments including voice. Julia attributes her

enthusiasm to the conviviality and brilliant content at IRMTNZ conferences she has attended.

Warmest thanks to Wellington Branch IRMTNZ for allowing us to publish this article which first

appeared in the Branch newsletter, Counterpoint, Term 1 2025.  

PIERS LANE BRINGS CHOPIN'S NOCTURNES TO CITIES
NATIONWIDE

Chamber Music New Zealand (CMNZ) is delighted to

open its 2025 season with a landmark tour:

internationally celebrated pianist Piers Lane will perform

Frédéric Chopin's complete nocturnes in a nationwide

series. Audiences across Aotearoa will have the rare

opportunity to immerse themselves in these deeply

cherished works, interpreted by one of the most

esteemed pianists of our time.

Piers Lane's illustrious career has graced the world's most iconic concert halls, and his artistry is

renowned for its depth, nuance, and expressive power. Known for his profound connection to the

Romantic repertoire, he brings a unique intimacy to Chopin's music, crafting performances that resonate

both technically and emotionally. 

Chopin's 21 nocturnes stand amongst the most exquisite achievements of Romantic piano music.

Composed throughout his life, they reflect the moods and mysteries of the night - from contemplative

stillness to poignant drama. Whether drawn to the meditative charm of the Nocturne in E minor or the

luminous beauty of the Nocturne in C flat minor, audiences will experience the complete cycle as an

integrated journey. 

"I seek out very deliberately all the poignancy, all the subtle nuances of expression and extraordinary

range of emotion they contain and aim at a very particular 'Chopin' tone, a sound that sings, but with a

certain classical purity." - Piers Lane

This tour is the largest of CMNZs 2025 season, reaching 13 centres across Aotearoa. It underscores

CMNZs commitment to bringing world-class musical experiences to communities nationwide, ensuring

that the magic of live chamber music remains accessible to all.

Find out more HERE.

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION FINAL

Three talented young pianists will perform concerti by

Tchaikovsky, Brahms and Prokofiev at the National

Concerto Competition 2024/2025 final on 22 March.

NCC Trustee Michael Lawrence explains. 

It is not often that first prize is split between two

contestants in National Concerto Competition history, but

this was the case in the March final last year.

Adjudicators awarded joint first prize to Peter Gjelsten

playing the Sibelius Violin Concerto and Ben van

Leuven performing Copland's Concerto for Clarinet. Both

players gave vital, extremely assured and musical

performances.

In early December it was the turn of pianists to compete for a chance to perform with an orchestra. 22 of

them competed in the preliminaries of the 2024/2025 competition.  It is noteworthy that the six semi-

finalists who played at the end of the Preliminaries included two year 9 students, one year 10 and one

year 11.  This could well be a record for the competition.

From these six players adjudicators Rachel Fuller (Auckland) and Tim Young (Melbourne) chose Shan

Liu (Tchaikovsky's Concerto No 1), Henry Meng (Brahms' Concerto No 2) and Otis Prescott-Mason

(Prokofiev's Concerto No 3).  They will compete in the final to be held in the Douglas Lilburn Auditorium,

Christchurch Town Hall on Saturday 22 March at 7pm.  The Christchurch Symphony Orchestra

conducted by James Judd will again accompany the contestants. We look forward to an exciting

evening, capped off with duet performances by Michael Houstoun and Michael Endres. They will

entertain the audience while the adjudicators consider the awarding of prizes.

Book tickets through Ticketmaster HERE.

Editor's note: Shan, Henry and Otis are all students of IRMTNZ members. Exceptional teachers working

with exceptional students - a winning combination!

NZSO GROUP DISCOUNTS

Are you looking for innovative teaching ideas and new

ways to increase your students’ knowledge and

enjoyment of symphonic music? Help your students

experience the wonders of live music in a theatre setting

at a special discounted price. Student tickets from $10,

Teachers from $20.

Learn More HERE.  

PD FOR CHORAL
LEADERS

New Zealand Choral Federation presents CHORAL

CONNECT

Queen Margaret College, Wellington

25-27 September, 2025

Choral Connect is NZCF’s professional development

conference for leaders of all types of group singing: three

inspiring days of masterclasses, presentations, concerts

and more!

This year’s conference features the NZ Secondary School Choir and Aotearoa Academy Choir as guest

choirs, plus international guest presenter Dr Pearl Shangkuan (USA).

Early bird registrations close on 30 June. To find more information and register click HERE.

CHANGES FOR ITINERANT MUSIC
TEACHERS

MENZAs Brenda Oakley looks at how changes to the

PPTA Collective Agreement impact ITMs employed by

school boards in secondary schools.

One of the significant changes with the most recent

PPTA Collective Agreement is the inclusion of pro-rated

non-contact time for all teachers (including ITM and

RTLB). This means that from the start of 2025, every

teacher is entitled to 15 minutes of non-contact time for

every hour of contact (teaching) time.

MENZA held an online hui with PPTA in December

around the concerns from ITMs and HODs. The main

points of note were:

overall FTTE loading, and the possibility of working above 1.0FTTE across more than one school

keeping contact hours the same as in 2024 so teaching time did not decrease

the expectations of non-contact time.

PPTA and the Ministry of Education have been helpful and supportive as we journey through these

changes and iron out any creases along the way.

For more detailed discussion, watch the recording of our online hui HERE.

Brenda Oakley is a music educator with over 20 years of experience in secondary education. She is

currently the HOD Music at John Paul College in Rotorua, and a member of the MENZA Board.

Passionate about music education and advocacy, Brenda is committed to fostering opportunities for

young musicians.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR IRMTNZ
MEMBERS

IRMTNZ NEWS

NEW LIFE MEMBERS IRMTNZ

At our recent AGM we voted unanimously to award Life

Membership IRMTNZ to three of our dearest friends and

colleagues. Heartfelt congratulations to Margaret

Maw and Wendy Hunt (pictured), and Sian Williamson.

Wendy Hunt Dip Tchg LTCL MEd

Previously awarded Fellow and Leading Associate

IRMTNZ, Wendy has served on Council for a staggering

32 years and was our President from 2022 until 1

February 2025. She has been our Teacher Training

Coordinator since 2016. Wendy is a past-Chair of the Hawke's Bay Branch and convened the recent

Branch PD, 'Renaissance'. She remains an active member of the Branch. 

Margaret Maw LTCL TTC

Also a Fellow and Leading Associate IRMTNZ, Margaret served on Council from 2010 to 1 February

2025, holding roles including President (2016 - 2021) and Chair of the Registration Board. Margaret

oversaw the implementation of our 2017 - 2020 Strategic Plan - a massive undertaking. She has

convened two national conferences, is a past-Chair of the Christchurch Branch and remains an active

Branch member.

Sian Williamson Dip Pharm

Sian was awarded Fellow IRMTNZ in 2019 and served on Council from 2014 to 2020. She has convened

two national conferences and the 2016 Talkfest that resulted in the 2017 - 2020 Strategic Plan. A past-

Chair of the Wellington Branch, Sian co-authored with Caryll Watson A Musical Legacy - Wellington

Branch IRMT Centennial History. She also played a key role in the publication of Easy Tunes for Tamariki

and Trickier Tunes for Tamariki. 

These few facts and figures barely scrape the surface of our Life Members' extraordinary contributions to

IRMTNZ and our wider community. Look for Wendy, Margaret, and Sian’s full citations for Life

Membership in the October 2025 issue of our print journal, Ritmico. 

The criteria for Life Membership IRMTNZ are extensive and exceptional service to IRMTNZ and the

music teaching profession. 

For the full list of Life Members IRMTNZ click HERE.

SUSAN SMITH FIRMTNZ

Another highlight of our recent AGM was the awarding of Fellow of the Institute (FIRMTNZ) to Auckland

member Susan Smith ONZM. Susan's multi-faceted career has been an absolute tour de force and her

influence as a teacher and musician has been felt throughout New Zealand. Look for Susan's FIRMTNZ

citation in the April issue of Ritmico Online. 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW COUNCIL

A warm welcome to our new Council!

L - R, back row: Cathy Martin, Katherine Jones, Elene

Anderson, Graham McPhail, Patrick Shepherd,

Annemarie Gasparini; front row: Kathy Stewart, Louise

Logan, Kinga Krupa & Christy Yau. Absent: Chris

Greenslade & Beck Ryan

JUDITH BELL MNZM

One of our most respected colleagues and friends,

Judith Bell was deservedly awarded Member of the

New Zealand Order of Merit for services to music

education in the New Year Honours 2025. A Leading

Associate IRMTNZ, Judith has been a member of the

Institute since 1995. 

The following citation is from the Department of the

Prime Minister and Cabinet Te Tari o te Pirimia me te

Komiti Matua website. 

Mrs Judith Bell is a multi-instrumentalist and award-

winning music educator who has made significant contributions in Canterbury and nationally to music

education.

Mrs Bell was the specialist music teacher at Chisnallwood Intermediate from 1999 to 2021, where she

was an influence behind the school’s national reputation for music excellence, running numerous courses

from theory to sound technology and supporting the schools’ local and national award-winning bands,

choir and orchestra. 

Outside of Chisnallwood, she has held a range of volunteer roles with music organisations and initiatives.

She co-chaired Music Education Canterbury since 2011 and has been co-artistic director of annual

children’s music festival Strum, Strike and Blow since 2013. She was director of the Christchurch Big

Band Festival from 2011 to 2021 and was appointed Artistic Director in 2023. She helped establish and

has chaired the Christchurch Jazz Foundation Trust since inception in 2015, which oversees the Big Band

Festival and other jazz events. 

Now a Life Member, she was on the national Board of Music Education New Zealand Aotearoa (MENZA)

from 2014 to 2022 and wrote the Kiwicorder resource for primary teachers in 2023. She co-chaired

Music19, a national music education conference held in Christchurch in 2019. Mrs Bell has presented

music papers and workshops internationally at conferences in a range of countries.

Ngā ​ mihi nui, Judith - you are an inspiration!

PD RECORDS 2024 - PRIZE DRAW WINNER

Congratulations to Margaret Whitworth, winner of the

$50 credit towards her IRMTNZ membership

subscription fee for 2025! Margaret told us this was "a

lovely surprise... a very welcome start to 2025". 

Members who submitted their 2024 PD records went into

the draw to win this prize. We used an online app to

randomly select our winner. Margaret has served on both

our national Council and the Otago Branch IRMTNZ

committee and we can't think of a more deserving

recipient. 

Many thanks to all who submitted their 2024 PD records.

Information gleaned from your records helps us promote

IRMTNZ and better understand our members' needs.

Information about recording your PD in 2025 is available

in the Members Only area of our website.

RECOMMENDED

Kathy Thompson, Chairperson Otago Branch IRMTNZ, recommends a performance guide to three of

Telemann's 12 fantasias for flute.

Recently, while teaching a Telemann fantasia, I needed some analytical assistance to help my student

make sense of her completely unedited copy. I discovered a dissertation by Antonio Da Silva who had

presented his analysis for his Doctorate at the University of Alabama. He covers harmony, melody and

voicing, along with implications for articulation, dynamics, and musical interpretation in general. It was

more detailed than I needed but a great find, to help me confidently pass on my growing love for these

works.  

FORTHCOMING

IRMTNZ NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2026

Nelson Centre for Musical Arts

8 - 10 April 2026

Council is busily planning our next Conference - look for details in the next issue of Ritmico Online, due

for publication 8 April.  

PD FOR PIANISTS

Manawatu Branch IRMTNZ presents

A SEMINAR AND MASTERCLASS WITH RAE DE

LISLE

Sunday 9 March 2025, 1pm - 3pm

Freyberg High School Music Suite, 33 Freyberg Street,

Palmerston North

Session 1 @ 1pm 'Developing Natural Performance

Techniques'

Session 2 @ 3pm: Piano Masterclass

IRMTNZ members $20 for one session, $30 for both

Non-members $25 for one session, $40 for both

Senior students $15 for one session, $20 for both

To register and for further information please contact Branch Secretary, Marise McNeill:

marisemcneill93@gmail.com

CMNZ 2025 SEASON

Chamber Music New Zealand kicks off its 2025 season

with pianist Piers Lane touring nationwide from 28

February to 21 March.

STUDENT RUSH

Students can purchase tickets for just $10 at the door on

the day of the concert. If booking in advance the student price is $15.

ADVANCE GROUP BOOKING OFFER

Four or more students plus an accompanying adult (teacher, parent), $10 per student, $15 for the adult.

Group bookings please contact info@chambermusic.co.nz or call 0800 266 2378. 

Student rush and advance group bookings subject to availability.

Visit Chamber Music New Zealand for full season details.

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION FINALS

Saturday 22 March 2025, 7pm

Douglas Lilburn Auditorium, Christchurch Town Hall

Finalists Shan Liu, Otis Prescott-Mason and Henry Meng

perform with the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra

conducted by James Judd.

Adjudicators: Rachel Fuller & Timothy Young

Book tickets through Ticketmaster HERE.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ Council or Ritmico

Online Editor.

Every effort has been made to publish accurate information. 

Material published in Ritmico Online may only be reproduced by permission of the Editor.
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