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Poipoia te  kākano kia puāwai - nurture the seed and it will bloom

In this issue...

Council mahi - the challenges and triumphs

Australasian Piano Pedagogy Conference 2024

National competitions for pianists and string players

... and much more!

FACING OUR CHALLENGES HEAD
ON

On the eve of her departure from our Council, immediate

Past-President Margaret Maw recalls some of the

challenges and triumphs of the last 14 years.

Looking back to 2010 when I was first elected to Council,

it seems a long time ago. I followed the late Rosemary

Stott, an inspiring councillor for 16 years. I had big shoes

to fill. I remember Rosemary advising me to sit and listen

for a year or so to learn the ropes, and that is exactly

what I did.  It didn’t take long to figure out where I could

serve best. The Education Committee was dear to my

heart, and I assisted Wendy Hunt and Jocelyn

Donaldson in developing the three Teacher Training Courses. Helping with Contact workshops has

always been a joy along with organising mentors to guide course participants.

In 2016, I was elected President of the Institute - another big responsibility! In my first Ritmico report, I

asked, “What gear have you been in this term? No, I don’t mean your lycra training gear…” Little did I

know how much that statement would resonate over the next six years, and nor did I realise that I would

be zooming round the roads on my electric bike in my lycra bike pants a few years later! Strategic Plans

became a major focus of my presidency, ensuring that the Institute remained viable and adaptable. With

John Drummond’s leadership, we developed and largely completed the 2016 Strategic Plan by 2020,

when we implemented a new Plan. Policy writing, branding, website development, and career pathways

became a central part of my role.

The challenges of the third decade of the 21st century were immense, particularly with Covid-19’s impact

on music education. One of the hardest decisions I had to make was agreeing to postpone and later

cancel the 2021-2022 Rotorua National Conference after so much effort had gone into planning a diverse,

attractive programme. However, I was pleased that teachers could still enjoy professional development

videos from some of the presenters. On a brighter note, I enjoyed being part of the Rotorua Branch 40th

and Northland Branch 50th celebrations.

After I stepped down as President in 2022, I continued to chair the Finance and Education committees

and the Registration Board (my favourite), while allowing fresh leadership to emerge. President Wendy

Hunt has led the Council through its next phase, involving our members as much as possible. Now, it’s

time for me to take my final step away from Council. On February 1, 2025, a new Council will take over

and I am confident they will continue to face our many challenges head-on.

I thank all the councillors I have worked with over the past 14 years - your friendship and support has

meant a lot to me.  I would especially like to thank Elene, our Registrar, for her unwavering support

during my time on Council.

He waka eke noa - we are all in this together.

Margaret Maw FIRMTNZ, LAIRMTNZ, Past President IRMTNZ

Editor's note: Two other long-standing Council members step down at our 2025 AGM: we will also bid

farewell to our current President Wendy Hunt, and Andrew Buchanan-Smart. 

AUSTRALASIAN PIANO PEDAGOGY CONFERENCE
2024

Christchurch member, Christy Wan Mooi-Phang

Yau shares some of the highlights of this outstanding

conference.

The decision to attend the Australasian Piano

Pedagogy Conference (APPC) 2024 in Melbourne 8 -

12 July was spontaneous but rewarding. This event is

unparalleled in relevance for piano teachers, bringing

educators together to explore the latest trends in

pedagogy.  

 

Attending this international conference alone felt

daunting at first, especially without knowing if any of my Aotearoa New Zealand colleagues would be

there. To my delight, I met Rae de Lisle and her PhD student on the first night which immediately put me

at ease. Meeting Annemarie Gasparini at the Trinity College London trade display added to my

excitement—there were four of us Kiwis at APPC! 

 

One unexpected highlight was Rae de Lisle stepping in at the last minute to cover for Murray McLachlan,

who couldn’t attend. Her masterclass, ‘Tackling Tricky Bits’, was both inspiring and effective. Drawing on

her teaching philosophy from her book, Fit 4 Piano, Rae expertly guided students through challenging

passages, achieving remarkable improvements in real time. I felt proud watching her deliver such a

polished presentation, especially considering she had little preparation time. Her scheduled keynote,

‘Building the Foundation of Healthy Playing’, was equally insightful. 

 

The conference offered a diverse array of presentations, and each evening, I had to carefully decide

which sessions to attend - a difficult choice when two I wanted to attend ran simultaneously. Among the

many speakers I enjoyed were Paul Harris, Nicola Cantan, Samantha Coates, and, of course, Rae de

Lisle. A key takeaway from their presentations was the importance of stepping outside our comfort zones,

embracing creativity, and exploring new approaches in our teaching. 

 

Beyond the sessions, the friendships I formed with teachers from Australia, Malaysia, and Indonesia were

invaluable. Staying connected with these new friends gives me confidence that we’ll meet again at APPC

2026. 

 

A personal highlight of the conference was having my original composition, Fei Mao (Fat Cat), performed

at the APPC Composition Prizes Concert. This was the first time I attended the conference as both a

teacher and a composer, which made the experience even more special. I am deeply grateful to the

APPC Composition Committee for selecting my piece. Hearing Ian Munro - one of the adjudicators -

introduce and perform Fei Mao was an unforgettable moment. Here’s the official video of the

performance: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axZjmxyjPV0)

 

I will undoubtedly return for APPC 2026 and hope to see even more Kiwi teachers there - do join me!

Christy Wan Mooi-Phang Yau moved from Malaysia to New Zealand in 1991. A composition graduate

from the University of Canterbury, she teaches piano and theory. She developed a Student Teacher

Programme in 2003 for her Grade 8 graduates. Besides teaching, she plays at church worship and

supports the Malaysian community through the Canterbury Malaysia Society Incorporated.

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION

Advertisement

Greetings from our trustees to all Ritmico Online readers!

Earlier this year, the final round of the 2023/2024

National Concerto Competition was performed in

Christchurch Town Hall’s Douglas Lilburn Auditorium.

The Sibelius Violin Concerto appeared twice on the

programme alongside the Copland Concerto for Clarinet.

Our adjudicators were unable to separate two

contestants, so the first prize was shared by Peter

Gjelsten (Sibelius) and Ben van Leuven (Copland). Third

prize went to Hazuki Katsukawa (Sibelius).  Having

assessed 36 contestants in the preliminary rounds,

adjudicators Josephine Vains (Melbourne), Debbie

Rawson (Wellington) and Donald Armstrong (Wellington)

were pleased with the high standard of playing achieved

by many performers.

The preliminaries this year are in The Piano, Christchurch (Monday 2 to Wednesday 4 December), and

feature works for piano and keyboard instruments. The final round takes place in the Douglas Lilburn

Auditorium on Saturday 22 March 2025. Former NZSO conductor James Judd will conduct the

Christchurch Symphony Orchestra for this occasion. The adjudicators are Rachel Fuller, a pianist and

teacher originally from Christchurch and an experienced adjudicator and accompanist. She is joined by

Timothy Young, pianist and head of piano at the Australian National Academy of Music. 

We look forward to hearing our young pianists and their concerto choices in December.  

PIANO TRADERS SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR IRMTNZ
MEMBERS

Advertisement

Piano Traders Ltd is a family-owned music shop with

over 70 years of experience in assisting musicians in

New Zealand. We pride ourselves on our product

knowledge and excellent customer service - with our

team having decades of combined experience.

THE BRIGHTEST STARS ARE THOSE ON THE
RISE

Advertisement

Plan to witness the exciting future of New Zealand’s next

generation of classical music talent.

The virtuosic skills of thirty extraordinary Kiwi talents will

be on display at the National Strings and Piano

Competitions December 14-16 in Auckland, presented in

partnership by the Hill Family Foundation for Arts and

Music and the Chiron Lewis Eady Foundation. 15

string musicians plus 15 pianists will each perform twice

in the semi-final rounds at the University of Auckland, culminating in the Grand Final where the top six

compete for a shared prize purse of $20,000 and the chance to perform with the Auckland Philharmonia.

Semi-finals: December 14 & 15, University of Auckland

Grand Final: December 16, Westlake Girls High School

Information including how to secure tickets found at:

national-string-competition

national-piano-competition

KBB OFFERS VIP TREATMENT

Advertisement

By officially signing up for FREE as an ONLINE VIP

customer, not only will you still get those great perks, but

you'll also be able to see all your special pricing online at

any time, and you'll gain access to our VIP offers,

articles, interviews, tutorials and other content specific to

our education customers.

To get set up and take full advantage of the ONLINE VIP

treatment please fill in the form and email to

VIP@webbgroup.co.nz.

IRMTNZ NEWS

RECOGNITION FOR A COMMUNITY ROLE MODEL

One of our most active and highly regarded

members, Rachel Brownrigg, was recently honoured

with a Napier Civic Award in recognition of her

considerable voluntary work in community music

education. 

“The Civic Awards are an opportunity to pay tribute to

individuals who give so much and ask so little in return”,

says Mayor Kirsten Wise.

Since the 1980s Rachel has been involved with student

recitals, exams and various competitions including The

Big Sing, Kids’ Sing, Napier Performing Arts

Competitions, and Hawke’s Bay IRMTNZ Young Musician of the Year. 

Rachel was on the Hawke’s Bay Branch IRMTNZ committee for many years and served as Chair for four

years. She has attended every IRMTNZ national conference for 40 years and says she has “gained so

much from being part of the Institute”. 

Rachel, we have gained so much from you! Warmest congratulations from us all.

RENAISSANCE '25

Hawke's Bay Branch IRMTNZ warmly invites members

to REGISTER FOR RENAISSANCE '25.

Get a group together and soak up a kaleidoscope of

refreshing workshops for your mind and body, and

invigorating workshops for your teaching practice. 

Renaissance '25 will include:

a forum with educators discussing strategies to engage the modern learner

'How Baroque can I be?' - a session exploring key Baroque performance concepts and applying

them to common Baroque keyboard repertoire

a lecture-recital tracing ragtime music from its roots in the late 19th century to the modern rags of

the 1970s

practical sessions on improvisation, music therapy and dealing with specific diverse learners

a commissioned choral piece for local chamber choir Octavius

joyous Charleston dancing

relaxing breathing yoga with the magical accompaniment of Tibetan singing bowls.

Fees: members $125; non-members $150; 1/2 day $80

Early bird registration closes 30 November, thereafter members $150, non-members $175, 1/2 day $80.

Registrations close 31 January. Fees include tea break refreshments.

Following Renaissance '25, stay on to join the fun at the iconic Hawke's Bay Art Deco Festival.

Check for updates and register at learnmusicnz.org.nz.

ONE OF US: ELLEN WALTERS

A lifelong love of music has led to a rewarding career

choice for one of our newest members, Otago cello

teacher Ellen Walters.

Kia ora and thank you for welcoming me to IRMTNZ!

I feel very lucky to have music in my life: for the joy,

friends, community and learning - and even income! I

was encouraged into music by my parents, who both

learnt piano briefly while growing up. They took my sister

and I to many concerts to ensure we could see where

music might take us. I started violin lessons as an eight-

year-old, then picked up cello in early high school. I was

fortunate to be a member of the New Zealand Secondary

Schools Orchestra in 2016. Never had I been around so

many cellists!!! I loved orchestral playing so much I knew

I had to do more, leading me to study cello in Dunedin to

gain a Bachelor of Music with Honours (First Class) in Cello Performance. Since moving to Dunedin, I

have been involved in a number of groups, such as Dunedin Youth Orchestra, Dunedin Symphony

Orchestra, Ōwheo Quartet (corporate gigs, weddings etc), Cellists of Otago and the alt-rock-ish band

Porpoise. I also work for Chamber Music New Zealand and conduct the DSO Academy Orchestra.

I owe a lot to my first violin and cello teachers, still affectionately known as ‘The Aunties’. They decided I

would be a music teacher long ago, and I have now finally found find my way there! I love helping people

give music a go, rather than them saying "I wish I could/had" or "I wonder what it’s like". I owe so much to

music that I hope they experience even a fraction of what I have, if not as much or more!

I’m also learning piano and viola and try to get my clarinet out still. Otherwise, I love reading, sunshine,

beaches and dogs.

Ellen Walters holds BMus(Hons) and ABRSM Grade 8 cello, Grade 7 violin and Grade 5 theory. 

PD RECORDS: go in the draw to win a $50 credit!

Members can now submit their Professional Development (PD) records for 2024 by clicking on the

following link:

PD RECORDS 2024

All members who submit their records go in the draw to win a $50 credit towards the following year's

membership subscription fee. Last year's winner, Janey Seed of Christchurch, was thrilled to bits to

receive this unexpected windfall. Who will be our lucky 2024 winner?

Recording our PD activity demonstrates to the world our commitment to professional excellence and is

standard professional practice. Gathering this information helps us to build public awareness and respect

for the Institute, and therefore you, as members. Our mana rests on our reputation for being engaged,

informed and active. 

LIFE EXPERIENCE A GOOD FIT FOR MENTORING

Drawing on a lifetime of experience, Guy

Donaldson finds mentoring holds unexpected rewards.

It is just over two years now since I was first asked to act

as a mentor for an IRMTNZ Foundation Course

participant.  I remember that initially I half-expected -

wrongly - to be involved with oversight of course work.  I

discovered however that my mentor role tends to be that

of a voice of experience – someone who can offer

reassurance when needed, guidance when asked, and

suggestions for options when decisions need to be

made. 

I have been very fortunate in the people I have worked with since I became a mentor – four in all over the

two years. One of the Course participants discovered that her personal circumstances mitigated against

her being able to complete the programme, and my role became one of being alongside her, supporting

her as she came to that conclusion. Two others have been very self-motivated and aware of what they

needed to do and be, and they have been happy to use me as a resource to bounce ideas off, and to

clarify the soundness of their decision-making in their personal teaching practices. As for the fourth, I

have been happy to offer practical guidance for course work when asked, in addition to sharing my

experiences as a teacher of some decades, when such offerings seemed beneficial. In all cases I have

enjoyed contributing to the early stages of professional development of fine people setting out on a career

where collegial support cannot always be taken for granted.  

                                                                                                                      

Guy Donaldson MA Hons  DipMus (Performance) Dip Tchg  AIRMTNZ - DBM studied piano with

Maurice Collier in Whanganui, and then with Maurice Till at Canterbury University. In 1984 he studied

piano accompanying in London with Paul Hamburger and Roger Vignoles. Guy was a senior lecturer in

music education at Massey University until 2004, when he took leave to pursue his passion for

performance and music teaching. He is active in the Manawatu as a teacher, conductor, adjudicator,

piano soloist, accompanist, chamber music player and music coach.  

RECOMMENDED

The IRMTNZ Library holds many gems to support your PD - our Librarian (and wearer of many IRMTNZ

hats), Wendy Hunt, recommends an international bestseller.

What Great Teachers Do Differently by Todd Whitaker (Eye on Education, 2020)

19 ways to make a meaningful impact on the team’s (pupil, teacher, parent) learning and lives are

presented in a chatty realistic way. This book gives us permission to accept life’s gritty bits and practise

some resilience skills. It is easy to create one’s own mantra from the keywords offered and enjoy

teaching with positivity.

Borrow from the IRMTNZ Library for just $7 plus postage and packing - contact Wendy at

wendyhunt.irmtnz@gmail.com OR purchase from Routledge Press.

FORTHCOMING

SCOTT JOPLIN'S VICTORY: The History of Ragtime Piano

Taranaki Branch IRMTNZ presents

A LECTURE-RECITAL WITH DR NICOLA MELVILLE

Sunday 23 February 2025, 4pm

4th Wall Theatre, 11 Baring Terrace, Strandon, New

Plymouth

USA-based NZ pianist Nicola Melville will trace ragtime

music from its roots in the late 19th century to the

modern rags of the 1970s.

Register in advance: IRMTNZ members $15, non-

members $30, students $5

Pay cash on the day: IRMTNZ members $20, non-

members $35, students $5

To register and for further information please contact

Branch Secretary Susan Case: taranaki.irmtnz@gmail.com.

PD FOR PIANISTS

Manawatu Branch IRMTNZ presents

A SEMINAR AND MASTERCLASS WITH RAE DE

LISLE

Sunday 9 March 2025, 1pm - 5pm

Freyberg High School Music Suite, 33 Freyberg Street,

Palmerston North

Session 1 @ 1pm: 'Developing Natural Performance

Techniques'

Session 2 @ 3pm: Piano Masterclass

"Her philosophy has influenced generations of students and teachers..." - Stephen De Pledge

Rae's books Fit 4 Piano and Fit 4 Piano Etudes will be available for purchase at a special discount.

IRMTNZ members $20 for one session, $30 for both

Non-members $25 for one session, $40 for both

Senior students $15 for one session, $20 for both

To register and for further information please contact Branch Secretary Marise McNeill:

marisemcneill93@gmail.com

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ Council or Ritmico

Online Editor.

Every effort has been made to publish accurate information.

Material published in Ritmico Online may only be reproduced by permission of the Editor.
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