
Issue 41 August 2024

You are subscribed as | Unsubscribe | View online version | Forward to a friend

Music is a nourishment, a comforting elixir. Music multiplies all that is beautiful and of value in life - Kodály

In this issue...

PD for effective teaching

Seeing the lesson from the student perspective 

Hawke's Bay - the place to be this February

IRMTNZ t-shirts now available

...and much more!

ACTIVE TEACHERS ARE EFFECTIVE
TEACHERS

Fresh back from the Australasian Piano Pedagogy

Conference 2024, IRMTNZ Council member and

Auckland Branch Chair Annemarie Gasparini muses on

the many benefits of Professional Development.

Professional Development (PD) is the last thing many

busy teachers have time for, so why should we fit

learning into our schedules when we already know how

to teach?

As teachers, we should be lifelong learners, open to new

ideas, concepts, skills, and knowledge.  With the

teaching world in the 21st century changing so rapidly we need to keep up, and there is always something

to learn whether you are an experienced teacher of many years, or just starting out.

These days there are many opportunities to participate in some form of learning, for instance reading a

book, watching an online webinar, listening to a podcast, attending a concert, workshop, or masterclass,

or meeting colleagues for coffee and a chat.  All these are valuable ways to expand our knowledge.

We need to continually reflect on and evaluate our teaching so that we give our students the best start in

their music education journey.  We might be the person who develops their passion to be a performer,

soloist, composer, conductor, music therapist, or teacher, to name just a few of many career paths.

Recently I attended the Australasian Piano Pedagogy Conference in Melbourne where I experienced

some excellent Professional Development.  During this week-long conference, titled ‘Beyond the Notes’,

delegates were treated to a myriad of performances, workshops, masterclasses, and presentations. 

Personal highlights were the opening concert by Piers Lane; keynote addresses by Katherine Zeserson,

who is described as an “independent cultural activist”, and her presentation entitled 'Exploring the

Magnificent Territory: music, learning and becoming'; Paul Harris on 'Unconditional Teaching'; and

Professor Margaret Barrett on 'Fostering Creativity in the Piano Studio: inventing in children’s musical

worlds'. I was privileged to sit alongside teachers of all ages at these wonderful presentations, some from

as far away as Poland and the United States. All were keen to ask questions and learn, making

connections with some exceptional practitioners and scholars.

As IRMTNZ members we should be continually upskilling, increasing and improving our knowledge.  By

being active teachers, we are effective teachers who inspire our students and can make a positive

contribution to the Institute to which we belong, and more importantly, to our students.

Annemarie Gasparini, Council IRMTNZ, Chair Auckland Branch IRMTNZ

THE STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

Seeing the lesson from the viewpoint of the student is a

Montessori philosophy that is easy to adopt and well

worth the effort. Wellington Branch member Kris

Zuelicke explains.

The national Montessori Conference I recently attended

in Auckland was full of fresh ideas for supporting

students to be more excited and independent learners.

Keynote speaker Tasi Malu provided food for thought in

his talk, ‘Leadership – the Pasifika Way’, suggesting

leadership (aka teaching) isn’t always about giving others

the opportunities we have experienced, or what we think

they want – we should also find out what students want and can do for themselves. This model is very

collaborative.

One principle of Montessori education is taking the time to observe students without always funneling

their experience through our own thinking or immediately inserting ourselves into situations to come up

with quick solutions. Young children will often give us clues that are subtle, relying on non-verbal cues

more than older children.

I’ve experienced first-hand how viewing from the perspective of the student can increase their motivation

and enjoyment of music. A primary-aged student I’ve been teaching at school seemed developmentally

slower than other children and wasn’t getting enough out of the lessons to warrant continuation. He

wasn’t always attentive during piano and hadn’t developed an ability to play or copy by ear or understand

much of anything we were doing. I wondered whether he was always enjoying his lessons - he was

compliant, but inconsistently engaged. The final straw came when a bell rang in the middle of our session

– he said, “‘bye”, hopped off the bench and went his merry way! I thought, we must not be doing much of

value, so why continue?

I gave myself a deadline of the end of term to decide whether to keep teaching him, doubled down on

reducing my assumptions and increased my observation. I talked to his parent and his classroom teacher

a bit more and observed what he was doing when I picked him up from class. I noticed that this kid really

liked to eat lunch! The adults had put his lessons during lunch, with sport straight after piano. I started

giving him time to eat, even though it was inconvenient for me, and he started enjoying his lessons more.

Simultaneously, I slowed the pace of my expectations and focused on his joy of discovery at the piano.

The lessons became more fun and less about how many pages we covered. I started giving him credit for

his advances and saw that he was making progress in his own timeframe (not mine).

The absolute radiant joy on this child’s face at the last lesson of term was one of my happiest moments of

term as well. We decided as a team to start lessons at my house as the best way to get around the lunch

timetabling issue. All were unexpected outcomes, including his gleeful progress and practice at home.

Kris Zuelicke DMA MMus BMus AIRMTNZ

Kris is on the Wellington Branch IRMTNZ committee and enjoys performing, along with teaching piano

and cello. She obtained degrees in music and linguistics from Miami University, music and education from

Indiana University and a DMA in harpsichord performance from Te Kōkī New Zealand School of Music.

Kris was an Associate Instructor of Music at Indiana University, and taught papers in Germany on

teaching ESOL through creative arts at Karlsruhe's College of Education. She has taught in Montessori

schools in the USA, Germany and New Zealand.

This article first appeared in the Wellington Branch IRMTNZ newsletter, Counterpoint, Term 3 2024.

Republished with kind permission of the Editor.       

NZSO EMERGING
ARTISTS

The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra aims to "inspire,

educate and perform for all New Zealanders", offering

numerous opportunities for performers, composers and

conductors through Learn & Engage Te ako me te

whai wāhitanga. These include the 'Emerging Artists'

scheme. 

Aotearoa New Zealand’s brightest young musicians

perform as soloists and side-by-side with the New

Zealand Symphony Orchestra in a concert celebrating

the next generation of performers.

Michael Fowler Centre, Wellington

Tue 8 Oct, 7.00pm

 

Programme:

Sai Natarajan Stargazer

Saint-Saëns Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso Op. 28 – soloist Hayden Chiu (violin)

Haydn Oboe Concerto in C Major, VIIg:C1, movement III – soloist Alex Wu (oboe)

Elgar Cello Concerto in E minor, Op. 85, movements I and II – soloist Elise Yuxin Tian (cello)

~ Interval ~

Saint-Saëns Piano Concerto No. 2, movement I – soloist Shan Liu (piano)

Chopin Piano Concerto No.1 in E minor, movement III – soloist Alex Xuyao Bai (piano)

Reinecke Flute Concerto, movement I – soloist Louis Liu (flute)

Beethoven Symphony No 7, Op. 92 A major, movement IV Allegro con brio

This special concert will be live-streamed.

IRMTNZ NEWS

Celebrate a fresh start!

Hawke’s Bay Branch IRMTNZ invites you to light your way into a

bright new year with your IRMTNZ friends at

RENAISSANCE '25 

Friday 14 February 2025, 9.00am ~ 5.30 pm

The programme features

Music therapy

Improvisation  

Swing dancing  

Educator’s Forum ‘Dealing with the Diverse Pupils of the 2020s’

New treatment for old music  

Relaxation and care

Ragtime piano.

Look for further details including guest presenters in forthcoming issues of Ritmico and Ritmico Online.

Please stay on for the Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Festival 14-16 February!

Art Deco Festival Napier, Hawke's Bay, New Zealand

Accommodation is quickly snapped up at this time of year so book NOW. Hawke's Bay Branch

recommends Deco City Motor Lodge on Kennedy Road (a courtesy shuttle is available) or Kennedy

Park Resort. If you find accommodation further out and need transport, the Branch will arrange a van.

 

ONLINE REGISTRATION will be available at learnmusicnz.org.nz from 1 October.

Members $125 (refreshments included)

Non-members $150(refreshments included)

Half day $80 (refreshments included)

Early bird registration closes 30 November, thereafter members $150, non-members $175, half day $80

All registrations close 31 January.

IRMTNZ T-SHIRTS

When we floated the idea of IRMTNZ t-shirts at our ‘Ignite!’ conference the response was a resounding

“yes, please!”. T-shirts are a brilliant way to promote IRMTNZ and express your love of music. They make

great gifts too.

A limited supply of IRMTNZ t-shirts is now available. Our t-shirts bear Beethoven’s quote ‘Music can

change the world’ plus our logo and website. Cost:  $40 per item GST incl, postage additional.

Men’s Black, cotton with round neck (also suitable for women) sizes S, M, L, XL

Women’s Green, polyester with v-neck, sizes 10, 12, 14, 16

Please place your order HERE.

Our t-shirts are high-quality and printed by a company that is committed to environmental sustainability. 

We realise that tastes vary so if our t-shirts prove popular, we will investigate offering a wider selection of

designs and colours.

RECOGNITION FOR A RESPECTED COLLEAGUE

In June, the New Zealand Choral Federation (NZCF)

awarded Roy Tankersley (Manawatu) and Carole

Randall (Otago) Life Membership in honour of their

many years of service to the choral community of

Aotearoa New Zealand.

An Associate member of IRMTNZ since 1978, Roy is

respected by colleagues nationwide. 

Roy’s journey with The Big Sing began in Wellington

back in 1990 as part of the Secondary Schools’ Choral

Festival Committee. He moved to Palmerston North in

2003 and took on the role of Regional Coordinator for The Big Sing Manawatu-Whanganui festival for five

years. (Macron on ‘u’). He’s still active on the local committee today. Roy has also spent the last 20 years

on NZCFs regional committee, including 15 years as Chair. He founded The Kids Sing for primary and

intermediate choirs in 2016 and has coordinated it ever since. 

Roy’s impact on choral music in New Zealand extends well beyond his roles with NZCF. He was a tutor

for the New Zealand Secondary Students Choir in the 1990s and has conducted numerous choirs in

Wellington, Whanganui, Gisborne, Dunedin, and Palmerston North. His contributions have earned him

several honours, including being made a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit in 2011, winning the

Older Person of the Year award in Palmerston North in 2020, and a Palmerston North civic honour in

2023.

As a conductor, teacher, organist, accompanist, workshop leader, administrator and visionary, Roy has

made a lasting mark on the musical life of Aotearoa, and on choral music in particular. 

Article republished with kind permission of NZCF.

Roy is registered to teach Advanced Theory, Harpsichord, Musicianship, Organ and Piano. He holds

BMus(Hons,) Cert Adv St GSM, Dip Tchg, FTCL and LRSM.

ONE OF US: ROB FLEMING

Since emigrating to Aotearoa in 2021, Taranaki piano

and clarinet teacher, Rob Fleming, has wasted little time

in establishing a busy performing and teaching career.

 

My music career began back in 2005 when I joined the

Royal Marines Band Service in the UK. As a pianist and

clarinetist, I was trained to perform in a huge variety of

different musical ensembles and performed in all sorts of

concerts and events around the world. I left the service

so we could focus on my partner Emma’s career, and

acquired my music bachelor’s degree and LRSM,

enabling me to work freelance as a teacher, accompanist

and performer.

 

Emma and I arrived in New Zealand at the end of 2021 as she took up a role with the Ministry of Primary

Industries in Taranaki. We consider ourselves extremely fortunate to have settled in a town with such a

vibrant and exciting music scene, and a fantastic network of supportive colleagues. During the three years

I have been here, I have performed numerous piano recitals, accompanied dozens of instrumentalists and

vocalists, performed with and alongside various ensembles, included the Taranaki Symphony Orchestra,

and been involved in every production with the New Plymouth Operatic Society. 

 

I am currently working towards acquiring my FRSM qualification and exploring the British 20th century

piano repertoire of Arnold Bax, Frank Bridge, John Ireland and York Bowen.

 

My approach to teaching probably reflects my performing background: diverse, flexible and adaptive. I try

to work collaboratively with my pupils, helping them gain an understanding of the music they are trying to

perform and how to present it effectively to their listeners. I believe that music should be an enjoyable and

fulfilling element of anybody's life regardless of age and ability, and it’s my role to share my experience

and accompany them on that journey.

 

Rob holds BMus, LRSM and M2 from the Royal Marines School of Music in the UK. He is registered to

teach clarinet, and classical, collaborative and jazz piano.

 

PD RECORDS

IRMTNZ expects all its members to undertake regular Professional Development (PD) and asks

members to keep a record of their PD activities through the calendar year. Records can then be

submitted using the online form which is now available in the Members Only area of our website, under

'Professional Development: Recording your PD in 2024'. There's no judgment if you only have a small

number of activities to report, and all members who submit their records go in the draw to win a $50

credit towards the following year's membership subscription fee. Last year's winner, Janey Seed of

Christchurch, was thrilled to bits to receive this unexpected windfall. Who will be our 2024 winner?

Recording our PD activity demonstrates to the world our commitment to professional excellence and is

standard professional practice. Recording PD activity is not compulsory, but the more members that

provide this information the better. Our aim is to build public awareness of and respect for the Institute.

Our mana rests on our reputation for being engaged, informed and active.

If you've maintained a record of your activities during the year eg on your calendar or in your diary, you'll

find it quick and easy to submit your record. Guidelines are provided and records should be submitted

using the online form by 5pm Friday 13 December. 

RECOMMENDED

Teaching theory can be a breeze with the right resources. IRMTNZ Council member for District Three,

Kinga Krupa, steers us towards a handy website.

Who doesn’t complain that as studio music teachers we never have enough time to work on theory with

our students? I would certainly love to have more time, and to be able to support the learning process

with spaced time repetitions at home.

Go to musictheory.net, click 'Tools' at the top, scroll to the bottom and click 'Exercise Customiser' to find

24 different exercises that can be adapted to suit the individual student’s needs. My favourite one is

'Keyboard Reverse Identification'. Click on it, customise it, click the link at the bottom of the page and

have fun! Don’t forget to explore the 'Lessons' and 'Exercises' tabs on the home page.

FORTHCOMING

BALLADES: A TAPESTRY OF MUSIC

A concert by pianist Flavio Villani and L’Accademia

22 September 2024, 6pm

Concert Chamber, Auckland Town Hall

Featuring works by Chopin and original compositions by

Flavio Villani, this concert showcases the timeless beauty

and storytelling power of the ballade.

Tickets $20 - $50. For further information and to book

visit Auckland Live.

SYMPHONIC STORMS SCHOOLS' CONCERTS

Through interactive activities including the performance

of The Rain Storm, a specially composed body

percussion piece for the audience by NZSO Animateur,

Chris Lam Sam, ākonga will be inspired, curious and

inventive as they connect with the NZSO players in an

unforgettable concert.

SYMPHONIC STORMS

Rotorua

Sir Howard Morrison Centre

Wed 28 August, 1.15pm – 2.15pm

Hamilton

Globox Arena Claudelands

Fri 30 August, 1.15pm – 2.15pm

MUSIC THERAPY NEW ZEALAND CONFERENCE 2024

LOOKING BACK MOVING FORWARD

Wellington 13 - 15 September 2024

Friday 13 September Hunter Council Chamber VUW

Saturday 14 September - Sunday 15 September

Wharewaka Conference Centre

Contact admin@musictherapy.org.nz or visit Te Roopu Puoro Whakaroa o Aotearoa Music Therapy

New Zealand for more information. 

WHAKATIPU MUSIC FESTIVAL 2025

Plan to spend next Easter in Queenstown with the

Whakatipu Music Festival 2025.

We are teaming up with Choirs Aotearoa to supplement

our popular grassroots through world-class musical

smorgasbord with a choral and conducting focus. 

Renowned artists including the legendary Dr Karen Grylls

will be coaching 12 outstanding Kiwi Young Artists, providing workshops and teacher development for

community and visiting musicians. Information can be found HERE including YA audition requirements.

Disclaimer
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