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The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on fighting the old, but on building the new. –

Socrates
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Ignite! IRMTNZs national Conference

Self-Regulated Learning - an 'Ignite!' presentation

Outstanding performances at the National Concerto Competition

…and much more!
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COUNTING THE DAYS UNTIL 'IGNITE!'

IRMTNZ President Wendy Hunt counts the days until our

national Conference, 'Ignite!', Wellington 15 - 16 April.

10…9...8…7…6…5…4…3…2...1…IRMTNZ... we have

IGNITION!

The first term is over. It's nearly time to light the fire and

flick on the heat pump. It is also time to rejoice that we

have enjoyed a summer without a national disaster, that

we live in a relatively peaceful and healthy society, and

that we are fortunate to enjoy a beautiful profession with

the dearest colleagues.

2024 is a significant year in the history of professional music in Aotearoa New Zealand: 100 years ago, in

May 1924, the very first conference of the NZ Societies of Musicians* was held in the Wellington Town

Hall Concert Chamber. What resilience, growth, and determination has prevailed to bring us to this year!

An energised team has been working tirelessly to prepare the 'Ignite!' experience for you 15 -16 April in

Wellington. It is not too late to join us at this vital event on IRMTNZs journey into the future.

While Day Two promises a colourful and tantalising array of inspiring sessions and masterclasses from

esteemed music educators, Day One is YOUR chance to help shape the future of IRMTNZ, and in turn,

the music education of our tamariki and the future careers of our colleagues. We will be welcoming open

discussion on such topics as:

Our Vision

Our Mission Statement

How do we INSPIRE our own members to grow in skills, and inspire other music teachers to join us

How do we CONNECT with other educational institutions and our community

How do we SUSTAIN our members and Institute into a strong future.

If you are unable to attend, or think of something after the event, your local Council member or Branch

Committee will be happy to forward your thoughts to the Strategic Plan Committee and Council for

consideration.

May the warmth of the rays of Autumn sun, the love of IRMTNZ friends and the strength of our

professional collegiality sustain you into and through the year ahead.

I'm very excited to see you ALL at 'Ignite!' in just a few weeks. Until then, do stay well.

Noho ora mai, ka kite

Wendy Hunt, President & Teacher Training Coordinator IRMTNZ

* The NZ Societies of Musicians was the forerunner of today's IRMTNZ. 

FROM PRACTISE TO PRACTICE: SELF-REGULATED
LEARNING

Associate Professor Graham McPhail presents on the

educational theory of Self-Regulated Learning (SRL) at

‘Ignite!’, Tuesday 16 April, 1.15pm, Queen Margaret

College, Wellington.

 

Before the turn of the century, it was generally accepted

that humans were born with musical talent or not (one

notable exception to this belief was Shinichi Suzuki!).

Cognitive science has dispelled this thinking, and it is

now generally known that we all have the ‘hard wiring’ for

music and that as young people our environment largely

determines if the wiring is activated or not. This scientific

knowledge has had an impact on how we think about music teaching. We can no longer say, “oh well,

she is not progressing because she is not very musical”!

This change in attitude and belief is reflected in the academic literature about studio music teaching which

has grown since the turn of the century. A key theme is how teachers can teach better and how teachers

can encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning. Perhaps the best way we can

encourage and develop responsibility for learning with our students is in the context of practice. The

literature suggests we haven’t been the best at teaching students how to practice well, so that is the focus

of this presentation.

I will share some key ideas from a recent wave of research about ‘Self-Regulated Learning’. SRL is a

general educational theory that has been applied to many school subjects and is now being applied to

research in music studio teaching context.  I’ll introduce the key ideas, explain what I mean by practise as

opposed to practice (!), and explore the ways in which we might utilise SRL ideas in our teaching. 

Graham McPhail is Associate Professor in the School of Curriculum and Pedagogy, in the Faculty of

Education and Social Work, at the University of Auckland. He holds MMus, BMus (Hons) and Dip Tchg,

and is an Associate IRMTNZ.  

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION FINAL 2024 - A FEAST OF
MUSIC!

Soloists Hazuki Katsukawa (violin), Ben van Leuven

(clarinet), Peter Gjeltsen (violin), and Ryan Yeh (cello),

with the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, conductor

Benjamin Northey, Saturday 9 March, Douglas Lilburn

Auditorium, Town Hall, Christchurch. Review by

Dr Patrick Shepherd 

Three outstanding soloists, plus one remarkable addition

who performed during the adjudicators’ deliberations,

made for a feast of music in this, the 56th National

Concerto Competition Final.

Michael Lawrence (a distinguished member of the organising committee and MC for the evening) and

members of the adjudication panel drew attention to the precarious financial future of the competition.

While it is no surprise given the current cost-of-living-crisis, it is yet another symptom of the progressive

decline of the profile of the arts in society in recent years. If further testament were needed, the sparse

but appreciative audience would once have filled the hall, but not now. Put simply, this boils down to 'use

it or lose it'.

Politics and social comment aside, here were three very different young performers performing

wonderfully well, supported by a responsive conductor and orchestra. We could compare apples with

apples with violinists Hazuki Katsukawa (Auckland) and Peter Gjeltsen (Wellington) who both tackled

the Sibelius Violin Concerto. Sandwiched between them, Ben van Leuven (Lower Hutt) could not have

provided a starker contrast with Copland’s Clarinet Concerto.

Hazuki Katsukawa’s approach was elegant throughout and I was immediately struck by the purity and

intensity of her sound. She did not put a foot wrong and her communication with the conductor was

faultless, resulting in a tight, cohesive performance with seamless tempo changes. In the second

movement she sustained the melody perfectly and I loved the way she brought out the questioning nature

of the material, while the third movement was crisp and brilliant.

Peter Gjeltsen’s account had more marked contrasts, adding some real bite and passion. He was not

afraid to increase the attack, particularly on the lower strings, thus emphasising the ‘romantic’ aspect of

this work. He really brought out the dramatic, expressive qualities of the first cadenza, dropping the

volume in the second movement to draw his listeners in. The final allegro bristled with energy. The

cohesion with the orchestra was not always as strong as Hazuki Katsukawa’s, but Ben Northey held it

together.

Perhaps the defining difference was Ben van Leuven’s choice of concerto - although half the length of the

Sibelius, he certainly showed what a fine player he is. He exhibited perfect control in the sustained and

angular opening, but when the sparks started to fly in the jazzy development, they came thick and fast.

The shifting tempi and moods were handled brilliantly, especially in the cadenza forming the transition

between the two main movements. The audience may not have warmed to the piece as much as the

Sibelius, one gentleman remarking, “That’s something different!”.

While adjudicators Donald Armstrong, Debbie Rawson and Josephine Vains deliberated, young cellist

Ryan Yeh from Auckland entertained the crowd with an impressive performance of Martinů’s demanding

Slovakian Variations for cello and piano. He played well beyond his 12 years and will likely be competing

in the main section before very long.

Technically, the performers were inseparable, but I had Peter Gjeltsen coming first for what he was trying

to achieve in his interpretation, with Haruki Katsukawa a very close second and Ben van Leuven third.

The actual result was joint first placing for Gjeltsen and van Leuven, with Katsukawa placing third. There

will be many different views of the performances, especially in a hall where you can get quite a different

impression depending on where you are sitting. However, I think a fitting conclusion is to echo the

adjudicators’ praise of all the performers for a spectacular concert.

Dr Patrick Shepherd is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Canterbury. Well-known as a composer,

conductor, performer, adjudicator, and teacher, Patrick’s research interests include synaesthesia and

Antarctic Arts, and he is the author of the book Artists in Antarctica. Patrick is currently the Government

Nominee on the national Council of IRMTNZ.

NZCF VIDEOS

The New Zealand Choral Federation has recently

launched its Let’s Get Singing video series, designed to

help primary and intermediate classroom teachers foster

a love of singing in their tamariki. In each video, a

dynamic presenter leads a physical and vocal warm-up

before teaching a song, step-by-step. All the videos are

accompanied by a set of handy teacher’s notes, a

‘karaoke’ video with lyrics for singing along, an audio

backing track, and sheet music. The first three in the

series were released in March 2024, with a further nine videos to be rolled out by mid-2024. You’ll find the

videos on this page of the NZCF website: Let’s Get Singing

This video series is part of a broader children’s outreach project – delivered with funding from the Ministry

for Culture & Heritage. Check out the other pages of classroom and singing resources on the NZCF

website: Classroom Singing Resources 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM NZMEB

Advertisement

NZMEB 

NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3 Performance Credits available.  Please note

changes to the Level 1 performance standard 2024

Extensive repertoire lists which allow you to cater specifically to your

students’ needs

Logical and thorough technical development enabling students to

develop a broad musical base

Choice of the Performance or Standard Syllabus to accommodate the

requirements of every budding musician

Generous exam times allowing for a thorough appraisal

Two examining sessions - August and December

Two theory exam sessions - May and October/November

New – Musicianship Trainer App

This interactive App designed for NZMEB exams is currently available for Piano Grade 1 – 3 on Apple

Ipad and IPhone. For more info visit

nzmeb.org/shop or email sales@musicmastereducation.co.nz.

"What a wonderful help the Musicianship Trainer App will be for those preparing for NZMEB exams. All

the essential skills required for the early grades have been put together in a way which is systematic and

easy to follow. This app will save so much lesson time and teachers can be confident that the skills have

been covered. In addition, our tech savvy students will enjoy working through the App. Bravo Amber and

David!"

— Associate Professor Rae de Lisle MNZM, PhD, Author of Fit 4 Piano

Website: nzmeb.org / Phone: 0800 388 748 / Email office@nzmeb.org

PRIZES AND MUSICAL
INSPIRATION

Advertisement

Visit the Piano Traders stand at 'Ignite!' for prizes and

musical inspiration. 

ONLINE INSTRUMENTAL COMPETITION

Advertisement

NOTE-ABLE is an online instrumental music competition

for children – at school or home schooled and aged 6 to

18, with a prize pool of approximately $2,500.

There is a JUNIOR category for 6 – 8-year-olds, an

INTERMEDIATE Category for 9 – 13-year-olds and a

SENIOR Category for 14 – 18-year-olds.  

 

Submitted videos can include performances recorded

especially for this competition or any performances recorded since mid-2023. All recording devices,

including phone, are acceptable.

For more details including information about our four amazing judges, entry form and videos please visit

the NOTE-ABLE website: noteablecompetition.com  

MENZA LAUNCHES A NEW ONLINE
PLATFORM

Many IRMTNZ members subscribed to Musicnet (and

Arts Online) and enjoyed the flow of information and

connection with other music educators offered by this

platform. Sadly, Musicnet was discontinued on 15 March

but thanks to our colleagues at MENZA a new alternative

is now available. 

Te Ara Puoro is a safe online environment to engage in discussions and seek reliable and accurate

information from other educators. This platform uses 'Discourse' and functions in a similar manner to

Musicnet. 

 

If you have not yet joined Te Ara Puoro please contact MENZAs friendly Administrator, Pauline Logger, at

admin@menza.co.nz.

Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te toiroa - let us keep close together, not wide apart. 

IRMTNZ UPDATES

ONE OF US: GEMMA MCILROY

Kia ora e te whānau! Ko Gemma toku ingoa, he kaiako

putorino ahau. Nō Te Awakairangi ahau. 

Currently, I am an itinerant teacher of flute at several high

schools in the Hutt Valley. This year, I also have a few

varied ensembles (rock and jazz!) that I support at these

kura. As a fully registered classroom teacher, I also teach

the year seven music programme and co teach year

eight at a local college. A handful of private students and

two days teaching general classroom at a local

Intermediate fill up my jigsaw puzzle of a teaching

timetable.

Most of my students are young beginners through to Intermediate students, and I enjoy my role in giving

akonga (learners) a good foundation in their music studies that stretches wider than instrument specific

knowledge. I have Level I Certificate in Orff Schulwerk and with this knowledge of younger akonga I’ve

been invited to teach the enrichment programme for Suzuki Wellington at their Spring Workshop and

Summer Camp. Classically trained myself, I draw on a vast range of music teaching approaches when

teaching akonga. I really enjoy making music accessible and have been known to arrange a pop song or

video game soundtrack hit to engage akonga!

I really enjoy widening my network and collaborating with other kaiako where possible, which is one of the

benefits of the breadth of my teaching. I am very grateful to have joined IRMTNZ as a Provisional

member in May 2023 and appreciate the support that comes from belonging to such a collective! My

students and I have already had such positive experiences in the recent 'Two of a Kind' concert and

Youth Music Festival. 

Gemma holds BA, BTchg, Grade 6 NZMEB Performance Flute and Level One Orff Schulwerk Teacher

Education. 

Profile first published in the Wellington Branch IRMTNZ newsletter, Counterpoint (Issue CP3/23)

PD IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN

Outstanding professional development is worth making

an annual pilgrimage for, as Christchurch member

Suzanne Holt explains. 

 

For several months every year, I live in Northern

Michigan where I attend the Interlochen Centre for the

Arts. The Centre caters for music, art, poetry, dance, and

theatre. A student can attend camps ranging from one to

six weeks or attend boarding school. Scholarships are

available to help cover costs.

 

Academy students perform recitals every week - these

are free to attend, and I have been to several. I enjoy seeing the dedication of these students and the

encouragement of their tutors.

 

At night, in the Centre Stage Auditorium (which is partially open air), there are concerts by renowned

orchestras and musicians. Last year I attended a concert by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra (DSO)

under the conductorship of Jader Bignamini. I appreciate his infectious passion and artistic excellence,

especially as I studied conducting under Guy Jensen some years ago. Bignamini conducts without the

score, forging a profound connection with the musicians that shines through on stage. The DSO Is a

community-supported orchestra renowned for its trailblazing performances.

 

The programme included a wonderful performance of Dohnányi’s Variations on a Nursery Tune by pianist

Isata Kanneh-Mason. It begins and ends with a simple statement of ‘Twinkle, Twinkle’, between which an

interesting set of variations forms a concerto with the orchestra. This has inspired me to want to teach

this to a senior student.

 

Suzanne holds ATCL Piano, LTCL Theory and Dip Pharm.

Many thanks to Suzanne and all those members who submitted their PD records for 2023. Your records

help us gather information about member activities which is useful for promotional purposes and helps us

to understand our member’s needs. Information about recording your PD in 2024 is available in the

Members Only area of our website. 

 

PROPOSAL TO COMBINE NATIONAL AND BRANCH SUBSCRIPTIONS

Members are reminded that Council has made a proposal to combine the national IRMTNZ and local

branch subscription fees so that in future members pay just one fee to belong to IRMTNZ and a branch

(or branches) of their choosing. 

This proposal will be discussed at our forthcoming national Conference, 'Ignite!', in Wellington. Members

who are unable to attend 'Ignite!' are welcome to send their feedback to our Communications

Coordinator, Cathy Martin, at communications@irmt.org.nz. If you would like your feedback to be shared

at 'Ignite' please send it no later than 5pm Friday 5 April. 

The full proposal is located in the Members Only area of our website, under IRMTNZ Latest News.

IRMTNZ PD VIDEOS

Our selection of videos, available in the Members Only

area of our website, is a member benefit - a convenient

way to get professional advice at a time that suits you, in

the comfort of your own home.

The latest video added to our collection is Open

Lesson: Creative Ways to Introduce Improvisation

with Wellington member, pianist and composer, Peter

Feehan. Using pieces from his new book, Hataitai

Garden, Peter works with IRMTNZ members Andrea

Wilson and Vanessa Tindle, banishing the fear of

improvisation and offering creative and fun ways to teach

it to our students. 

RECOMMENDED

Graham McPhail, Council Member for District One (Northland & Auckland) recommends a one-stop-shop

for education resources and information.

I have often thought that one of the challenges of being a community-based music studio teacher is the

potential isolation - the isolation from educational ideas. Sometimes those of us who work as instrumental

teachers in schools are included in professional development opportunities that might keep us up to

speed with current ideas about ‘best practice’ in teaching, but I suspect this is the exception, not the rule.

One excellent one-stop-shop for current thinking in education is New Zealand’s own Education Hub and I

recommend it to you. It is full of free resources on topics such as neurodivergent students, early

childhood, and even some information about music education in New Zealand schools. I suggest adding

the address to your browser's bookmarks!

 

FORTHCOMING

IRMTNZ CONFERENCE 2024

IGNITE!

15 - 16 April 2024, Wellington

Day One: Naumi Hotel (formerly CQ), 213 Cuba Street

A kōrero at which members will share their ideas and

vision for the future of IRMTNZ, the outcome of which will

help shape our next Strategic Plan. Ex-Government

Nominee, Julie Sperring, will facilitate.

Day Two: Queen Margaret College, 53 Hobson Street,

Thorndon

Professional Development featuring presentations and

masterclasses with esteemed guest presenters. Open to non-members as well as members.

Register NOW! For further information please contact Conference Registrar Katherine Jones, at

conference.irmtnz@gmail.com.

 

MUSIC THERAPY NEW ZEALAND CONFERENCE 2024

LOOKING BACK MOVING FORWARD

Wellington 13 - 15 September 2024

Friday 13 September - Hunter Council Chamber VUW

Saturday - Sunday 14 - 15 September Wharewaka

Conference Centre

Contact admin@musictherapy.org.nz or visit Te Roopu

Puoro Whakaora o Aotearoa  Music Therapy New Zealand for more information.

Music Therapy New Zealand celebrates Music Therapy Week 10 - 15 April.

DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ Council or Ritmico

Online Editor. 

Every effort is made to publish accurate information.

Material publisher in Ritmico Online may only be republished with permission of the Editor. 

Ritmico Online ISSN 2703-1845

Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New Zealand
Website: Click here
Email: registrar@irmt.org.nz
PO Box 4122, Christchurch 8140
Registrar's hours are 1pm - 6pm Mon-Fri
Closed weekends and public holidays

Nurturing the love of music making

Unsubscribe me please

Brought to you by
outreachcrm

http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=public-unsubscribe&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11181&unsubscribe=&category=4218&regarding=11181
http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11181&Na=view-msg-public&SMESG-oid=11181&Scontact=
http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11181&Na=forward-msg-public&SMESG-oid=11181&Scontact=
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/Dr-Graham-McPhail-BMus.pdf
http://nationalconcertocompetition.co.nz/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etHUQg66aVo&list=PL70y1i5F-Xd_kHt0wplvtZFbKozxPojWt&index=1
http://nzcf.org.nz/resources/educational-resources/lets-get-singing
http://nzcf.org.nz/resources/educational-resources
http://nzmeb.org/
http://nzmeb.org/shop
http://pianotraders.co.nz/
http://pianotraders.co.nz/
http://noteablecompetition.com/
http://noteablecompetition.com/
http://menza.co.nz/
http://menza.co.nz/2024/03/20/te-ara-puoro-menza-discourse-info/
http://www.jaderbignamini.it/
http://www.kannehmasons.com/project/isata-kanneh-mason/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/member-login/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/National_-_Branch_Subscription_discussion_paper_Oct_2023-3.pdf
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/member-login/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/member-login/
http://theeducationhub.org.nz/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz/conference-2024-registrations/
http://www.musictherapy.org.nz/whats-happening/50-years/
http://www.musictherapy.org.nz/whats-happening/50-years/
http://mailchi.mp/elephantpublicity/music-therapy-new-zealand-celebrates-music-therapy-week-2024-looking-back-moving-forward-media-release?e=d17af72965
http://learnmusicnz.org.nz/
http://www.learnmusicnz.org.nz
mailto:
http://www.facebook.com/LearnMusicNZ/
http://learnmusicnz.outreach.co.nz/?Ns=public-unsubscribe&Np=admin-items-edit&PMESG-oid=11181&unsubscribe=&category=4218&regarding=11181
http://www.outreach.co.nz

