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Meri Kirihimete ngā mihi o te tau hau – Merry Christmas and a happy new year!
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IT'S TIME TO REKINDLE THE
FLAME

Wellington Branch IRMTNZ Chairperson Rachel

Thomson sparks our interest in Ignite!, our 2024

national Conference.

Tēnā koutou katoa! 

I’m sure by the time everyone reads this, we will be

counting down the last days of the teaching year and

looking forward to some rest and recuperation over the

summer. I know I always need the time to switch off and

refresh, and this in turn usually gives me time to think

creatively about my projects for the next year.

 

As Chairperson of Wellington Branch IRMTNZ, I am rather lucky to have a great team around me who

step up with plenty of energy and ideas for our Branch activities. In 2024 we are very excited to be

hosting the Ignite! Conference in April. Sian Williamson, Robert Ibell, and I have been hard at work with

preparations. On the first day of Ignite! we’ll be at the Naumi Hotel, a lovely venue that some members

will remember from our 2016 ‘Talkfest’, and on the second day we’ll be at Queen Margaret College - a

great flexible space for our PD.

 

I’m really looking forward to the masterclasses with Katherine Austin (piano) and Martin Riseley (strings).

We are spoilt for choice with workshops too – I can’t decide which ones to attend. It will be interesting to

hear MENZA’s Benjamin Lau present on applying Māori principles to our teaching practices, and I’m also

intrigued to learn more about self-regulated learning from Graham McPhail and managing performance

anxiety from Kinga Krupa. I’m delighted that respected academic and musician Samantha Owens will be

joining us to do a deep dive into Historically Informed Performance. It looks like I am going to have some

tough choices, and I will most definitely be planning to watch recordings of the workshops I miss! Thank

goodness for technology!

 

Wellington Branch IRMTNZ supports Aotearoa New Zealand music, with our main music festival each

year, the Youth Music Festival Whakanui o Puoro, requiring entrants to perform a NZ composition in their

programmes. We have also worked to expand the repertoire options for strings through commissioning

and publishing the Easy Tunes for Tamariki books with SOUNZ. I am looking forward to presenting a

workshop on NZ music at Ignite!, sharing some of these gems with everyone, as well as finding some

new ones.

 

Most importantly however, it will be wonderful for us to finally get together in person after a few difficult

years. I know everyone is going to enjoy reconnecting and being reinspired and energised.

 

I look forward to seeing you in 2024, and in the meantime, I wish everyone a Merry Christmas, and a

restful summer break.

 

Ngā mihi

 

Rachel Thomson, Chairperson Wellington Branch IRMTNZ

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Kia ora koutou,

 

I send you all warm greetings for a special time

celebrating with family and friends at the end of another

challenging year. Thank you to every one of you for the

joy of music you bring not only to your pupils but also to

their whānau and friends who enjoy hearing their music.

You are very special people.

 

I look forward to seeing many smiling faces on screen at

our AGM in February and even more to sharing chatter

and laughter with you in person at Ignite! in April.

 

Until then, remember, kia mau te tokanga nui a noho - there’s no place like home.

 

Meri Kirihimete, kia haumaru to noho, e hoa mā - Merry Christmas, stay well, stay safe,

 

Wendy Hunt, President & Teacher Training Coordinator IRMTNZ

IGNITE!

Online registration is now open!  

Our first national Conference in four years, Ignite! will be

held 15 - 16 April 2024 at the Naumi Hotel (formerly CQ)

& Queen Margaret College in Wellington.

It's time to rekindle the flame through discussions,

seminars and musical collaborations.

On the first day of Ignite! Julie Sperring (former

Government Nominee and author of our 2018

Communications Plan) will facilitate discussions on a

range of topics including the role of our branches, recent initiatives and what we want from the Institute.

The results of our discussions will help shape our new Strategic Plan so we hope members will take this

opportunity to share their thoughts and visions for our future. 

Day Two will focus on Professional Development, with inspiring guest presenters and a programme that

is sure to spark your interest. There'll be masterclasses with guests including pianist Katherine Austin

and violinist Martin Riseley, and presentations by musicologist Professor Samantha Owens and

MENZAs Chair Ben Lau, amongst others.

Catching up with old friends and making new ones is the icing on the cake, and there's bound to be a

multitude of lively conversations between sessions and at the conference dinner on the Monday night. 

Our Conference webpage will be updated as further information comes to hand but if you have any

questions in the meantime, please direct these to our Conference Registrar, Katherine Jones, at

conference.irmtnz@gmail.com. 

Finally, a shout out to our sponsors. Warmest thanks to:

NZMEB

Trinity College London

ABRSM

MusicWorks

KBB

A SERENDIPITOUS CAREER

Ex-Christchurch pianist Tony Chen Lin has travelled a

long way since his first lessons on keyboard. Now based

in Hungary, a recent return trip home saw him touring for

Chamber Music New Zealand with Belgian-Irish string

quartet, Sonoro. Between concerts, he spoke with Cathy

Martin about his early encounters with music, and the

music scene in his adoptive city, Budapest.

Having begged his parents to buy him a keyboard, Tony

began lessons at age 12. His teacher, Penny Crosby,

soon realised he was an exceptional student who might

be better suited to the piano, so she took him to play for

Rosemary Stott. 

“In that first encounter with Rosemary I played a Mozart sonata. She told me I played the first five bars in

about 20 different tempi and asked, did I know about something called ‘a metronome’?! She moulded me

into a more disciplined approach.”  

That disciplined approach paid off. Under Rosemary’s guidance, at age 14 Tony won the Christchurch

Junior Concerto Competition, and a string of competition successes and academic achievements

followed. Asked about his rapid progress, Tony says, “I don’t think I had a natural talent for music, it was

more a natural curiosity and wonderment. I would spend hours at the library digging up music - it was

completely new for me, none of my family are musicians. I had to discover it on my own - that was the joy

of it and that propelled my progress. I didn’t have to be forced to practise.”

After completing his BMus at Canterbury University, Tony studied in Germany before settling in Hungary.

Now in his 30s, he has an international performing career, which he modestly refers to as “serendipitous. I

just went with it, and I never consciously thought this is what I want to do.”

On living in Budapest, Tony says, “the Hungarian musicians are extraordinary. They have the most

incredible early training with the Kodály system and solfège. Music is not just something they do as a

hobby - it’s something much deeper than that, it justifies their existence as human beings. I see it not only

in their lessons or how they teach, but also in their day to day lives, how they talk about music. Music is

part of their whole lives. 

“It's so inspiring to be sitting alongside young musicians in a café and hear them discuss a certain phrase

in a Brahms sonata [for instance] and they’ll go on talking about it for hours.” 

Establishing a career as a foreigner in Budapest has been challenging. “The difficulty getting a job in

Hungary is because you’re an outsider. On the one hand the Hungarians are incredibly warm people,

very welcoming - they treat you like one of their own, but you are always reminded that you are not

Hungarian, because they speak their own language which is incredibly difficult, and their concerts are all

given by Hungarians. You look through a concert calendar of any organisation, like the symphony

orchestra or the radio orchestra or the Liszt Academy concert season, and [the musicians are] almost

99% Hungarians… and they are usually the same people. The same names pop up at different concert

venues playing huge programmes, so they are incredibly busy. They have this monopoly and if you aren’t

Hungarian, it’s very difficult to make your way into that.”

Tony has no difficulty making his way onto Aotearoa New Zealand stages and into our hearts. We hope to

see him back here soon.

Tony Chen Lin has won numerous competitions including the New Zealand National Concerto

Competition and 1st prize in the Leó Weiner National Chamber Competition in Budapest. He is a multiple

recipient of the Dame Malvina Major Foundation Arts Excellence Award. Tony studied with Rosemary

Stott, Péter Nagy and Gao Ping amongst others, and gained his Master of Music and Soloist Diploma with

distinction at the Hochschule fur Musik in Freiburg, Germany. Mentors include Balazs Szokolay, Andras

Kemenes and Edith Fischer.

Catherine Martin (Cathy) studied piano with Judith Clark before pursuing further study abroad with

teachers including Imogen Cooper and Roger Vignoles. She holds BMus(Hons), FTCL and LRSM. Cathy

joined IRMTNZ in the early 90s and has taught piano for over 40 years. She is Communications

Coordinator IRMTNZ and is a member of the national Council. She is also Chair of Taranaki Branch

IRMTNZ. 

MUSIC EDUCATION IN POLAND

Government-funded music education is widely accessible

in Poland, as Kinga Krupa explains.

Recently in Central Otago we had a lovely meeting with

local IRMTNZ teachers to celebrate one of our members

completing the IRMTNZ Foundation Course. As always,

we brought some music books and materials to swap

and had a very interesting time exchanging ideas about

teaching.

This prompted me to put pen to paper and share some

insights about the music education system that I went

through as a child and up to my university years.

Originally from Poland, I came to New Zealand just over six years ago and had to adjust to a very different

approach to music education.

In Poland, primary school education begins at age six or seven, and so does music education. In all

medium-to-large Polish towns there is at least one government-funded music school. These music

schools are regulated institutions (with official curriculums, similar to regular primary and secondary

schools), dedicated to educating young people solely in the field of music. The music school is separate

from the general school system and only children who have shown a keen interest or aptitude for music

and have passed an entry exam may attend the music school after their primary or secondary school

education has finished for the day.

So, what does a young student learn in a music school every evening Monday to Friday? Each student

learns to play their chosen instrument with two 45-minute lessons a week. The remaining evenings, other

musical subjects are taught in groups by specialist teachers. These include 90 minutes of aural training

per week which continues up to university - you can never train your ear enough!  Additionally, there are

subjects which change depending on the year: Rhythmics, Theory of Music, Harmony, History of Music,

Music Literature, Musical Forms, Choir/Orchestra, and obligatory piano for non-piano players.

Students gradually build up to being in a music school four or five evenings per week, plus doing their

own instrument practise at home in their free time. There are exams in June and December and grades

must be achieved to continue on the musical journey. With 12 years of successful grades in the music

school, students can then take entry exams for a tertiary music course.

Instrument playing is only one piece of the puzzle in the whole music education system. All the theoretical

subjects help the student to understand so much more, making the process of learning pieces faster and

more efficient. As an example, a teacher knows that the student will be familiar with the sound of the

intervals, or the ‘Circle of 5ths’, and therefore does not have to spend practical lesson time on the theory

of music. How handy! On a side note, the system in Poland is not all positive as many music students go

through enormous stress and pressure, but that is a topic for another day.

Our chat in Cromwell got me thinking about how tricky it is here, having to cover all the subjects within

one or two individual instrument lessons per week and be specialists in every aspect. Coming from the

Polish system, I must admit I find it quite challenging to fit everything into a weekly 30-minute lesson. I

suspect a lot of teachers feel the same way, so if you have any thoughts on this please get in touch with

me at irmtnz@kingakrupamusic.com.  

Classical pianist, educator, and presenter Kinga Krupa has been a Council Member of IRMTNZ since

2022. She loves creating performance, public speaking, and other personal development opportunities for

the children and adults she works alongside. Kinga believes that learning and performing music is a

wonderful way to develop numerous life skills.

ONE OF
US

Studying for a Doctorate on top of a full-time career

requires considerable stamina, but Dunedin-based

pianist and teacher Tom McGrath is up for the

challenge.

Music is alive and exciting in Ōtepoti Dunedin where I

work full time as an accompanist at the University of

Otago. I moved here with my wife Göknil Meryem Biner

in 2004 after we decided to make our life together in New

Zealand following postgraduate studies in Munich. Nearly

two decades seems like yesterday as our wonderful

children are now thinking of what they do when they

leave home.

 

Although my position at university doesn’t involve piano teaching, I have maintained a studio with a few

regular and occasional pupils of diverse ages and stages on top of other performing commitments.

Sometimes I think I end up learning more from them than they do from me! I also really enjoy being

connected to our wonderfully collaborative musical community as a committee member of Otago Branch

IRMTNZ, and lately, as a founding committee member of the Dunedin Concerto Competition. I rarely

enter pupils for exams, preferring to take advantage of live concert opportunities and local competitions

where there is a friendly and community spirited atmosphere.

 

My teaching has been shaped by the need to manage a busy accompanying workload, working with

voice, strings, woodwind and brass students, which requires rehearsing and performing for long hours. At

the heart of this is an approach that emphasises physical awareness and ease as a foundation for the

lifelong love of playing the piano. As a performer I have benefited throughout my career from Alexander

Technique, the Feldenkrais Method and more recently yoga. I believe in a beginner’s mind approach to

music and teaching, incorporating elements of these disciplines as I constantly learn how I might help my

pupils develop through my own piano playing. The yoga mat is never far away when I warm up and aside

from the mental benefits, I have also noticed a surprising and welcome increase in the span of my middle-

aged hand.

 

Lately I have been immersed in a Doctorate in Musical Arts uncovering and performing the music of Paul

Schramm, an Austrian émigré pianist and composer who lived in New Zealand during the 2nd World War.

It has been amazing to go so deeply into this topic as I fill gaps in his biography and oeuvre and reflect on

his compositions, whose influences range from Viennese waltzes, through Debussy and Prokofiev to jazz.

I hope to make him more accessible by publishing his scores and recordings.

 

Tom McGrath holds BMus (Hons) and Musikreife from the Richard Strauss Conservatorium. He is an

Associate member IRMTNZ, registered to teach chamber music and piano. 

AN APOLOGY

Unfortunately, there was an error in the October 2023 issue of our print journal, Ritmico. In ‘Classical

Music in China’ by Freya Wang, Professor Yuan Ling from the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing is

incorrectly identified as ‘he’, not ‘she’ (see page 33).

We apologise unreservedly to Professor Ling and Freya for our mistake.

Cathy Martin, Ritmico Editor    

 

MERI KIRIHEMETE FROM NZMEB!

Advertisement

NZMEB TIMETABLE 2024

PRACTICAL EXAMS

Saturday 13th April: closing date for first session practical exams

1st – 31st August: first session practical exams

Saturday 7th September: closing date for second session practical

exams

1st – 20th December: second session practical exams

THEORY EXAMS

Saturday 16th March: closing date for first session theory exams

Saturday 4th May: first session theory exams

Saturday 31st August: closing date for second session theory exams

Saturday 2nd November: second session theory exams

Accredited by the University of Waikato

NZMEB is recognised as a Course Owner by the NZQA

RECOMMENDED

PODCAST: What is Music Therapy? For an upbeat, friendly explanation, listen to episode one of The

Comfy Cast, by the PATPAT Community. Rani Allan, a licensed and practicing music therapist,

discusses what music therapy entails and how music provides uniquely universal connections between

people. The PATPAT Community is an organisation dedicated to creating supportive environments for

people struggling with mental health.

ONLINE SHOP: Try Temu for music themed gifts and paraphernalia such as stickers, pens, paperclips

through to t-shirts and socks, blankets and cushions.

IRMTNZ UPDATES

PD RECORDS NOW DUE

Thanks to those members who have already submitted their Professional Development (PD) record for

2023. Records should be submitted using the online form available in the Members Only area of our

website. Submit your record now and go in the draw to win a $50 credit towards your 2024 membership

subscription fee!

Note the closing date for submission has been extended to Friday 15 December. If you need help

submitting your record please contact our Communications Coordinator, Cathy Martin, at

communications@irmt.org.nz.

 

Changes introduced this year mean submitting your PD record to the Institute is now easier and only

takes a few minutes. You might even win a credit towards your membership subscription fee!

The points system has been replaced with a simple tally of events and activities.

Members can now submit their annual PD record online.

Instead of a random audit we will invite a random sample of members to write a short (100 - 150

word) statement on an aspect or aspects of their PD. This may be published in Ritmico Online - if

the writer wishes to remain anonymous, all efforts will be made to preserve their anonymity.

All members who submit their record go in the draw to win a $50 credit towards the

following year’s membership subscription fee*.

IRMTNZ expects its members to undertake regular PD. Recording our PD activity demonstrates to the

world our commitment to professional excellence and is standard professional practice. Recording PD is

not compulsory, but the more members that provide this information the better. Our aim is to build public

awareness of and respect for the Institute. Our mana rests on our reputation for being engaged, informed

and active.

Members are asked to please keep a record through the calendar year of their PD activities. Please refer

to our PD Guidelines for further information.

*The winner of the prize draw will be announced in the first issue of Ritmico Online 2024.

IRMTNZ ONLINE PD SCHOLARSHIP

2023 applications close Saturday 9 December.

“I recently purchased a subscription to Nicola Cantan’s Vibrant Music Teaching website… There is a

myriad of learning tools, videos, webinars. It is amazing! The PD scholarship from IRMTNZ helped to

cover some of the cost of the subscription and it has been greatly appreciated. Thank you IRMTNZ!”

In response to the increasing interest in online PD and the growing wealth of options to choose from,

earlier this year Council introduced a new online PD scholarship. This scholarship is to the value of $100

for enrolment in one of three Council-approved international courses:

Pianoinspires.com

Muzie.live

Vibrant Music Teaching 

A limited number of scholarships are still available, closing date for application 9 December.

Applications should be in the form of an email outlining your teaching needs, vision for your future

teaching and reasons for your choice. Please send your application to our Registrar, Elene Anderson, at

registrar@irmt.org.nz.

OVERDUE MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION FEES

Thanks to those members who have paid their 2023 IRMTNZ membership subscription fees.

Invoices were emailed early April; however, a small number of subscriptions remain outstanding. If you

don’t think you’ve received your invoice, please check your Spam folder.

Please remember that we changed our bank account in 2022! The correct bank account number

is:

12 3148 0151669 00

If you have any questions or concerns about your subscription fee please contact our Registrar, Elene

Anderson: registrar@irmt.org.nz.

Why renew your membership?

IRMTNZ membership offers you:

A friendly, collegial support network

Your teacher profile on our website list

Branches throughout Aotearoa New Zealand with PD events and student performance opportunities

National conferences with noted presenters and great networking opportunities

Regular online newsletters and an annual print journal

Access to our online PD videos

Professional guidance and advice through our Code of Ethics and Student Safety Policy and

other key documents. 

IRMTNZ TER - TWO FULLY-FUNDED ENROLMENTS UP FOR GRABS!

Take the IRMTNZ Teacher Education Refresh

If you teach music in a school, or want to return to school music teaching, and need to refresh your

practising certificate, our distance learning TER course is designed specifically to meet your needs. 

Convenient – study in your own time, at your own pace

Flexible enrolment dates and times

Tailored to you and your chosen instrument

TCANZ approved

Open to members AND non-members of IRMTNZ

Learn more and enrol now at learnmusicnz.org.nz

Two enrolments received before 31 Dec 2023 will be FULLY FUNDED so secure your place now!

IRMTNZ MUSIC TEACHER TRAINING COURSES

IRMTNZ Music Teacher Training Courses help to build and maintain a successful career.

All our courses are provided by distance learning and have flexible start dates and time frames. They

are tailored to your needs and relevant to your chosen instrument. 

Build your music teaching practice with our three key training courses. Designed to be taken

independently, they are complementary and together cover all levels of student learning.

Foundation - essential for new teachers, beginners to Grade 3

Intermediate - continue and extend your skills and knowledge, Grades 4 - 5

Advanced - scale the heights and gain confidence, Grade 6 + 

Open to members and non-members IRMTNZ. For further information visit learnmusicnz.org.nz.

“I want to say a very big thank you to Wendy, other moderators, and to all the IRMTNZ team… This has

truly been one of the most practical, enriching learning paths I have ever had the pleasure to take.” –

IRMTNZ Foundation Course Graduate

FORTHCOMING

RENAISSANCE '25

The stage is being set for IRMTNZ friends to enjoy

sunrise in Hawke’s Bay, 14 February 2025. Get a group

together and soak up a kaleidoscope of refreshing

workshops for your mind and body, and invigorating

workshops for your teaching practice.

 

Launch into as much participation with the Hawke’s Bay

Art Deco Festival as you wish. 

Art Deco Festival Napier 2023 Promo

 

Check for updates on learnmusicnz.org.nz including workshop details and recommended

accommodation.

NATIONAL CONCERTO COMPETITION

Preliminaries and semi-finals at The Piano, 156 Armagh

Street, Christchurch

Preliminaries: Tuesday 5 - Thursday 7 December

Adults $10, child/student $5

Semi-finals: Thursday 7 December, 7pm

Adult $20, child/student $10

Door sales only, cash and EFTPOS available

39 young musicians will perform on a variety of

instruments (other than piano) for adjudicators Josephine Vains (cellist, Melbourne), Debbie Rawson

(clarinettist, Wellington) and Donald Armstrong (violinist, Wellington). 

The finals will be in the Douglas Lilburn Auditorium, Christchurch Town Hall, Saturday 9 March 2024.

Contact secretary@musiccanterbury.co.nz for further information. 

 

TARANAKI CLASSICAL GUITAR SUMMER SCHOOL

15 - 21 January 2024

New Plymouth Boys High School

107 Coronation Avenue, New Plymouth

The Taranaki Classical Guitar Summer School is jam

packed with workshops, masterclasses and ensembles

designed to improve guitar playing and appreciation. This week is perfect for any guitarist from Grade 2

level upwards - not suitable for the absolute beginner. 

Registrations now open. 

For further information contact Dominique Blatti: dominique.blatti@taranakisummerschool.com

No 8 WIRE SINGING TOUR

North Island tour 17 – 28 February 2024

Starting in Auckland, we will be travelling through

Waitomo, Rotorua and Turangi, on our way to Wellington

with lots of opportunities to learn new songs and perform

and sing in amazing places along the way.

Our song leaders will be experienced teachers Christoph

Maubach and Lala Simpson.

Please contact Clare McCormack claremccormack6@gmail.com for more information and reserve your

spot. Limited spaces.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ Council or Ritmico

Online Editor. 

Every effort is made to publish accurate information. 

Material published in Ritmico Online may only be republished with the permission of the Editor.

Ritmico Online ISSN 2703-1845

Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New Zealand
Website: Click here
Email: registrar@irmt.org.nz
PO Box 4122, Christchurch 8140
Registrar's hours are 1pm - 6pm Mon-Fri
Closed weekends and public holidays
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