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All we have to do is wake up and change - Greta Thunberg
 
In this issue...

Supporting students with Low Vision
Simple ways to teach improvisation
IRMTNZ member receives national award

… and much more!

TREADING LIGHTLY

Our Registrar, Elene Anderson, explains how our Council has achieved carbon neutrality.

Welcome to this, our second-to-last Ritmico Online for 2023. If you are like me, you will be
taking stock of achievements over the past year, as well as frantically trying to work
through a long ‘to do’ list which you have convinced yourself needs to be done before
Christmas!
 
The term ‘carbon footprint’ describes the amount of carbon dioxide released into the
atmosphere as a result of the activities of a particular individual, organisation, or
community. One of the achievements that Council has been very proud of is attaining
carbon neutral status (this was one of the goals of our Strategic Plan 2020-2024). Given the
critical impact of climate change, we wanted to do our part by reducing our carbon footprint.
Our focus has been on the footprint created by Council members and me in terms of our
governance and administrative activities.
 
Council and I work from home offices and travel once a year to attend our national
Conference and Council meetings (the second formal round of Council meetings each year is
online via Zoom). Our carbon footprint results mainly from the air and petrol/diesel vehicle
travel we undertake in carrying out our IRMTNZ duties.
 
The calculation of our carbon usage was relatively straightforward using a template
provided by a carbon calculation organisation. We also purchase an offset for any air travel
that Council members undertake to attend IRMTNZ events or meetings. The very modest
carbon footprint that is left over after these activities is then offset by making a payment to
a third party to invest in tree planting or a similar activity approved by Council.
 
I would be happy to provide further details to any branches who wish to consider offsetting
their carbon emissions.
 
I wish you all a very merry Christmas with your whānau and friends, and hope that 2024
brings many more opportunities for growth and development.
 
Elene Anderson
Registrar IRMTNZ
 

MINIMISING VISUAL STRESS IN THE STUDIO

To read music well we need to be able to see it; if we can’t see it then how can we read it?
Auckland-based IRMTNZ member Dr Wendy Richards offers practical advice for working
with students with Low Vision.
 
Ever had a student who struggled to see the score? Perhaps they move closer to the music,
straining their body (and eyes) and compromising their posture in the process. Officially,
Low Vision (LV) is reduced vision or vision loss that cannot be corrected with glasses,
medicine, or surgery. This article will discuss some of the visual challenges a student with LV
may encounter in the studio and some simple adaptations that can ease their visual load.
 
One of the biggest challenges is visual clutter. Those wonderful fun-filled tutor books our
young students enjoy can prove to be a navigational nightmare for someone with LV. Sifting
through the seemingly unconnected shapes, lines, and colours on the page to locate key
pieces of information can be time consuming and confusing. Likewise, a cramped or
cluttered score can result in eye strain and/or headaches. Search out tutor books with less
information on the page and remove unnecessary diagrams where possible. For senior level
students, look for scores with minimal editorial markings and well-spaced notation.
 
Lighting and contrast are key contributing factors too. Some people require bright light
and strong contrast, whereas others need dim light and low contrast. Make use of spot
lighting to control the level and direction of the light. For students who require lower
contrast, try copying music onto different coloured paper, perhaps a soft cream. For people
with a very restricted visual field, positioning of the score can become an issue particularly
if their window of vision is not central. Experiment with the position of the music or
instrument to find the most ergonomic place for your student. You may find it’s off to one
side rather than directly in front.
 
Of course, the obvious issue is the size of the notation. Enlarging the music from A4 to A3
on a photocopier may work for some students but many signs may still be too small to see.
Additionally, the result can be a cumbersome, oversized score which demands excessive
head movement to see from one side of the page to the other. In the next issue of Ritmico
Online we will explore some assistive technology solutions to resolve many of these
challenges, and therefore make the learning process much more enjoyable.  
 
Dr Wendy Richards is a music specialist at Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ
(BLENNZ). Her main area of interest is Braille music pedagogy, however she also supports
young learners who have low vision to access music education. Wendy has presented at
conferences in New Zealand, Australia, Germany, and the USA.

SIMPLE STARTING POINTS FOR IMPROVISATION

Wellington IRMTNZ member and jazz aficionado Peter Feehan shares a few easy tips for
teaching improvisation.

To improvise is natural but we can often have negative feelings about it as our desire to be
better can bind us.  The’ doing’ is the motivation, don’t wait to be motivated - do it, and you
will be motivated.

As children we explored and believed in our abilities; children dance and sing because they
believe they can. These attitudes are great improvisational resources.

Having fun is a key ingredient for improvisation.  Start with something simple and come
from a familiar place. Try using music you or your students are already playing to
experiment, and don't think that improvising is confined to jazz.  In all music there are
opportunities to improvise, especially when it has a simple harmonic outline.

Pianists could try using the Sleigh Ride from Three German Dances K605 by Mozart, found in
'Classics to Moderns' (1st Series, Book 2). The easy Alberti bass pattern can be the
accompaniment for an F major improvisation.

Once you understand the harmony then grab a motif and go on to consider investigating the
following aspects.

Space
Encourage the use of rests. Repeat a line but use fewer notes. Discuss the value of concise
playing.

Articulation and Dynamics
Take a melodic line and reshape the dynamics, try different articulations, staccatos, slurs,
legato and long held notes. Explore the artistic difference that can be achieved using these
tools.

Structure
Use repeats to create the structure of your musical ‘story’ and experiment with, for example,
two bar chunks, four bar chunks, ostinati and sequences.

Conversation
Use the language in a conversation. This can lead to a question-and-answer type of
improvisation.

Imagery
Suggest topics to improvise on, for instance, rain, wind, trains or different pets. Notes are
not so important here.

To start improvising all you need is an attitude to having fun with the music. The more you
find to like in the music the more you improvise, and the essential thing is the ‘doing’!

There are plenty of other ways to approach improvisation.  Listen to recordings of your
favourite artists and use them for backing tracks.  Often the key can be heard easily and
improvising in your favourite 'flavour' [key] can be inspiring.

Blues music is often used, but sometimes the blues scale can be technically difficult, and we
want to avoid difficulties. Try using the 12-bar blues as a harmonic framework to improvise
above using the pentatonic, major and minor scales, or even just find some notes that you
like. Wrong notes are the interesting ones!!! 

Wellington Branch IRMTNZ member Peter Feehan is a jazz musician, teacher, and
composer.  He has recently composed a book of piano works, Hataitai Garden, available to
purchase from SOUNZ as a PDF or in hard copy.  Performances of the written scores can
be heard on YouTube.

The ten pieces in this collection are in a contemporary jazz style and are designed to be
accessible and not too difficult to perform.  They can be played as written, though the chord
symbols provided encourage the music to be further developed through improvisation.  

STUDIOBRICKS ACOUSTIC BOOTHS

Advertisement

Studiobricks acoustic booths offer enviable noise and sound isolation in controlled
spaces for playing instruments and recording music. This is achieved by the high-
performance acoustic materials used in the manufacturing of their patented bricks, which
are modular, interlocking panels which simply slot together.

Studiobricks are acoustically a great alternative, and an affordable solution compared to a
fixed studio installation.

Studiobricks acoustic booths have been solving problems with music recordings for many
artists and individuals in New Zealand and around the world.

For information about Studiobricks acoustic booths, please visit us at
acoustixhearing.co.nz or email us on hearing@acoustix.co.nz or call us on 09 520 5648.

A MAJOR MILESTONE FOR PIANO TUNERS AND TECHNICIANS

The New Zealand Piano Tuners and Technicians Guild is delighted to announce that the New
Zealand Certificate in Piano Tuning and Technology is now listed on the NZQA
framework. After considerable work and with your support we have reached a major
milestone.
 
The NZQA website explains, "This qualification is a new development that was overseen by
Toi Mai WDC in conjunction with the New Zealand Piano Tuners and Technicians Guild
(NZPTTG). The qualification was informed by preliminary engagements undertaken by
NZPTTG on the need for a formal training pathway for piano tuners. Those consulted
included both active piano tuners, and a broader group of stakeholders that used and were,
in some cases, dependent on the services of piano tuners. Overall, the feedback indicated a
nationwide shortage of adequately trained piano tuners to handle current demand for these
services. It was also noted that the lack of a formal training pathway made it difficult to
replenish what is now an ageing workforce, and that the current, mostly informal, training
types sometimes resulted in a standard of work below that required by users. Toi Mai WDC
and NZPTTG undertook the development over three months from November 2022. The
preliminary engagements played an important role in shaping the final qualification, with a
focus on ensuring this covered the required fundamentals. The draft qualification was put
out for consultation through an online survey hosted on the Toi Mai WDC website, alongside
a Needs Analysis which summarised feedback received the preliminary engagements. All of
the survey respondents supported listing of the qualification in its current form.
 
What happens next?
The next phase of work is creating with Te Pūkenga the teaching programme that students
will follow for the Certificate.  We don’t underestimate the effort involved and we have
already started to identify possible facilities and teachers and have a list of possible
students. We will keep you posted.
 
Do please be in touch with any questions or suggestions. Thank you for your support.

David Jenkin and Stephen Powell for the NZPTTG

NEW COMPOSITIONS FOR UKULELE

Advertisement

Shimmering Ukulele Instrumentals is a new book of original compositions for music
teachers and ukulele groups, written by Yolanda van den Bernd, an Auckland-based music
teacher.
 
There are twenty pieces written in notation and tab. They cater for a range of playing
abilities and can be played by small to large groups. All pieces have either three or four
ukulele parts. There are optional extra parts for guitar and glockenspiel (or other
instrument)

The book, digital sheet music and recordings (including all individual parts) can be found at
Yolanda Music along with excerpts of the music and further information.

GRAND PIANO FOR SALE

Advertisement

YAMAHA GRAND PIANO

Brown mahogany
1.7m in length
Serial number G2 1198616 (made in Japan 1971 and imported new)
Currently in Wellington
$6,000 or near offer; buyer to arrange transportation.

A teacher’s piano for most of its life, this piano has seen hundreds of small hands prepare for
their exams!  The felts were replaced four years ago, but it has only been played a little
since then, so they are as good as new. This instrument has a beautiful clear tone and good
action.
 
The seller is happy to answer any questions - please contact Rebecca Struthers at
rebstruth@gmail.com.

NEW UNDERGRADUATE PIANO SCHOLARSHIP

 

SAFEGUARD YOUR HEARING

Advertisement

Musicians are constantly bombarded with sound – their own, and that of other musicians.

As most of us hopefully know by now, music can become harmful if played at loud levels.
Here at Acoustix we want you to be aware of the potential dangers and encourage you to
take positive action to protect your hearing. The good news is that with adequate hearing
protection, you can still go out and perform live, or enjoy your favourite bands and DJs
without missing a beat!

For information about musician hearing protection, please visit us at
acoustixhearing.co.nz or email hearing@acoustix.co.nz or call 09 520 5648. 

MEMBER NEWS

IGNITE!
IRMTNZ members are invited to a kōrero, our first national conference for three years:

Monday 15 - Tuesday 16 April 2024
Naumi Hotel (formerly CQ) & Queen Margaret College, Wellington

Rekindle the flame through discussions, seminars and musical collaborations.

Look for further details in the 2023 issue of Ritmico, in mailboxes this October, and in the
December issue of Ritmico Online.

ONE OF US

The Marie Vandewart Memorial Award is an annual award presented by Chamber
Music New Zealand (CMNZ). The award recognises outstanding service and commitment
to youth music and fostering the love of chamber music.
 
Marie Vandewart arrived in Wellington, New Zealand, as a refugee in 1939. She was a gifted
cellist and studied at the Berlin Hochschule before leaving Germany. She was a foundation
member of the Alex Lindsay Orchestra and the Francis Rosner Quartet. In 1961, Marie
moved to Auckland to teach cello at Auckland University. Generations of music students
benefited from her expert tuition and enthusiasm for chamber music. Marie and her
husband Alfons Blaschke were made Life Members of CMNZ in 1993. She passed away in
2006, aged 94. Her family has established this memorial award in her honour.
 
AMANDA HENRY - RECIPIENT of the 2023 MARIE VANDEWART MEMORIAL AWARD
Amanda has been an Associate member of the Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New
Zealand since 1999. She also serves as the New Plymouth Representative for the New
Zealand Music Examinations Board.
 
Amanda is a highly respected and dedicated piano teacher in New Plymouth who regularly
undertakes professional development. She runs a thriving studio where she teaches children
of all ages and is known for having a wonderful rapport with her students. Beyond her
commitment to teaching, Amanda has been an active accompanist for numerous choirs,
ensembles, and music examinations.
 
For over two decades, Amanda has been responsible for the attendance of countless young
students at CMNZ concerts. She has consistently brought a group of at least ten students
with her to every single performance. Amanda goes above and beyond to give her students
the opportunity to experience these high-quality live performances, as well as hosting
subsequent sessions with her students where she encourages them to reflect on and discuss
their impressions of the concerts. The attendance of these students has impressed national
and international artists for many years, who have all commented on how delightful it is to
see these young faces in the front row. At the end of the concert, Amanda often takes the
students to meet the artists and see the instruments up close.
 
Amanda has had students enter the Chamber Music Contest over the years and has helped
prepare groups for the competition. Last year her student Aster Danenhauer reached the
Regional Finals with his ensemble, the Vasterny Trio.
 
This award recognises Amanda’s remarkable commitment to nurturing a love for chamber
music in the younger generation and the impact that her enthusiasm has had – and will
continue to have – on these students.
 
Supplied by Chamber Music New Zealand.
 

RENAISSANCE '25
Our Hawke's Bay Branch invites IRMTNZ members to a PD event 14 February 2025,
coinciding with the annual Art Deco Festival 13 - 16 February. A patchwork of practical
workshops reinvigorating your passion for music education sits alongside this iconic,
entertainment-filled festival. Note that accommodation needs to be booked well in advance.

RECOMMENDED

Glenn Gould (photo by Don Hunstein / Glenn
Gould Foundation
VIDEO: Pianist Glenn Gould's interpretation, technique and opinions continue to polarise
the music community more than 40 years after his death. Hear the contrasting views of six
pianists in a short YouTube video courtesy of tonebase Piano. Veteran pianist Seymour
Bernstein says, "Look, he was a wild genius, there's no question about it, but when I hear his
Bach, I'm not aware that I'm listening to Bach. I'm listening to Glenn Gould's neurotic
interpretation of it." Discuss your views with your colleagues or perhaps set a listening
exercise for students. 

INTERVIEW: NZSO Principal Flautist Bridget Douglas is Chair of the Alex Lindsay
Awards Trust which grants annual awards to outstanding young orchestral musicians,
helping them to further their studies overseas at post-graduate level. Recently she spoke
with RNZs Bryan Crump about the awards and this year's recipients. A past recipient
herself, Bridget recalled her own experience. "I remember personally how tough it was... it
was really hard leaving New Zealand in the 90s, our dollar was worth completely nothing...
part of being a successful musician is having that absolute burning desire to make it
happen, no matter what." It's good to know these Awards are still supporting our finest
young musicians, nearly 50 years since their inception. 

PODCAST: John Colwill is an Otago Branch IRMTNZ member and former president of the
Queensland Music Teachers Association. He also studied at the Kodály Institute in
Kecskemet, Hungary, under a Hungarian Government Scholarship. John has recorded a
delightful two-part podcast interview with Debbie O’Shea from Crescendo Music
Education, in which he shares his stories of how he came to teach music and offers nuggets
of advice for teachers based on his successful pedagogical approach. Click here for Part
One and here for Part Two. 

WEBSITE WANDERINGS
Did you know...

... if you scroll down the homepage of our website, you will find a newsfeed banner under
the title 'Latest News'. This is regularly updated with current news and information for
members and the wider public.

FORTHCOMING

IRMTNZ BRANCH EVENTS
Our branches provide vital Professional Development opportunities for teachers throughout
Aotearoa, and we are very grateful to our branch committees who work extremely hard to
host these events.
 
To keep up to date with forthcoming branch events visit our website's Events Page.

PIANO RECITAL - RICHARD MAPP

Northland Branch IRMTNZ and the Whangarei Music Society are pleased to present Richard
Mapp in recital, Sunday 1 October, 2.30pm.
This is a fantastic opportunity to hear this renowned pianist play a programme designed to
appeal to all. He will be playing the new Steinway grand piano in the Capitaine Bougainville
Theatre, Forum North, Whangarei.

Tickets $25 per adult. Children under 18 free if accompanied by a paying adult.
Contact northlandirmt@gmail.com for details.
 

PD WITH RAE DE LISLE

Bay of Plenty Branch IRMTNZ presents a workshop and masterclass with Rae de Lisle:
Saturday 28 October
Otumoetai College (Music Department)
105 Windsor Road, Bellevue, Tauranga

1pm Workshop / questions
2pm Masterclass
3pm Tea Break
3.30pm – 5pm Masterclass contd

Whole afternoon 
IRMTNZ member $40 / non-IRMTNZ member $45 / student $20
Parent/caregiver attending with masterclass student $20 
Masterclass only
Senior participant (Grade 5 and above) $50 / junior participant (under Grade 5) $35
Parent/caregiver attending with masterclass student free if attending masterclass only.
Additional parent/caregiver $10.
Contact Kathy Stewart for details: stew.wilson@xtra.co.nz
 

SING AOTEAROA

New Zealand Choral Federation presents

Sing Aotearoa
29 September – 1 October
Due Drop Events Centre, Manakau

NEW ZEALAND SUZUKI INSTITUTE TEACHERS' CONFERENCE 2023

28 September – 1 October
Distinction Hotel, Rotorua
Contact conference@suzuki.org.nz for details.
 

MENZA CONFERENCE 2023

He Hononga: Connecting Within and Across
1 – 4 October
Tauranga Boys College, Tauranga
Visit menzaconference.co.nz for details.

NEW ZEALAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA presents OPEN DOORS

A variety of education and community events:
Dunedin Town Hall, Dunedin, Saturday 4 November
Globox Arena, Hamilton, Saturday 11 November

10:00am: Tamariki Time
A free concert for preschoolers up to age 10, presented by Chris Lam Sam.
 
11:30am: Relaxed Concert
A free accessibility concert for audiences with sensory needs who may feel uncomfortable in
a traditional concert environment, presented by Chris Lam Sam.
 
1:30pm: Orchestra Jam
A super fun and informal opportunity to play through several easy or intermediate pieces
with some of our NZSO musicians.
 
3:00pm: Masterclasses
Hosted by talented NZSO musicians, Masterclasses are open to the public, so come watch
the next generation of performers.
 
All events are free but require registration. Keep an eye out for links to register on the
NZSO website. 

TARANAKI CLASSICAL GUITAR SUMMER SCHOOL 2024

15 - 20 January
New Plymouth Boys High School
107 Coronation Avenue, New Plymouth

Jam packed with workshops, masterclasses and ensembles designed to improve guitar
playing and appreciation. This week is perfect for any guitarist from a Grade 2 level of
playing up and is not suitable for the absolute beginner.

Registrations now open.
For further information contact Dominique Blatti:
dominique.blatti@taranakisummerschool.com

Disclaimer
The views expressed in Ritmico Online do not necessarily reflect those of the IRMTNZ
Council or Ritmico Online Editor. 

Every effort is made to publish accurate information.

Material published in Ritmico Online may only be republished with permission of the Editor. 
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