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PROGRAMME 
Saturday 23 January 

8.45am Registrations, coffee 

9.10am Announcements 
Important information for the day ahead. 

9.20am Synaesthesia: Sensory Overload or 
Extraordinary Connection? 

Associate Professor Patrick Shepherd will introduce the phenomenon of 
synaesthesia and its place in history up to the present day. Dr Michelle Beauchamp 
will discuss the phenomenon from a personal perspective and explain how embracing 
difference in herself and in others has shaped her piano teaching and opened 
learning pathways for her students. 

10.35am Morning Tea 

10.55am “Thawed Music?” — Gardens, Sound, and the 
Experience of Form 

Music is often treated as auditory, yet it is also seen, felt, and enacted. Gardens are 
often treated as visual, yet they are also aural, spatial, and enacted. In both music and 
gardens, what seems obvious may be only partial—more a matter of light and shade 
than full illumination. 

In this presentation, Dr John Powell explores the relationship between music and 
gardens as a shared field of experience. Both are shaped over time; both guide 
attention through pattern, contrast, and framing. Drawing on examples from music, 
philosophy, and landscape, the session unfolds as a series of short encounters that 
invite participants to reconsider familiar assumptions. 

With an evening visit to the Pukekura Park lights to follow, the session perhaps offers a 
way of preparing attention—suggesting that what we encounter there may be less a 
single experience than a shifting field of light, sound, and movement.  

11.55 Lunch 

1.00pm Beyond the Notes (parallel session) 
Louise Logan leads a collaborative workshop on extracting musical concepts and 
developing creative activities from the music you already teach. This will be an engaging 
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and practical seminar which will leave you with ideas you can use in your studios at the 
very next lesson. 

OR 

Flute masterclass  (parallel session) 
Bridget Douglas works with local students (at 1 / 5 Baring Terrace). 

2.40pm & 3.15pm  Drumming Circle (in two groups*) 
Participants will experience playing in a drum circle led by Julian Raphael, with music 
inspired by West African dance rhythms. Players can choose between performing on 
palm or stick drums or hand percussion and will learn how layered patterns and breaks 
combine to make an authentic rhythmic groove. 

*(Group 1 has afternoon tea at 2.40pm, Group 2 has afternoon tea at 3.15pm)

2.40pm and 3.15pm Afternoon Tea 

3.50pm Beethoven‛s Quartets: An Intimate Diary of 
Brilliance and Introspection 

The string quartet has long been regarded as the medium through which many 
composers give voice to their most deeply personal expressions, and Beethoven is no 
exception. As a driving force behind many of the musical transformations of his time, 
Beethoven remains an iconic reference point for what it means to be a composer, and 
his string quartets offer profound insights into his life, his creative output, and the 
rapidly changing world in which he lived. 

In this talk, Associate Professor Patrick Shepherd reflects on Beethoven‛s string 
quartets, the nature of being a composer then and now, and the evolution of the 
string quartet, arguing for its continued relevance. 

4.35pm Updates from IRMTNZs Council 
Council has been busy! We‛ll share latest developments, and have Q&A. 

5.15pm Free time

8.00pm Trip to Pukekura Park:  
TSB Festival of Lights and Public Concert 

Shuttle bus leaves The Devon Hotel, 390 Devon St East at 8.00pm; shuttle bus leaves 
Pukekura Park at 10.15pm. This trip is optional but well worth taking! 


