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Formerly Head of Woodwind at the NZSM, Victoria 
University, Deborah (Debbie) Rawson studied clarinet at 
Canterbury University and the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama, London. She is a soloist, chamber and orchestral 
player, university tutor, and founding member and leader of 
several ensembles -The Zelanian Ensemble, Saxcess, The 
Kugels, and others.  
 
Orchestral activities have included principal clarinet of 
Orchestra Wellington and orchestral soloist with the NZSO, 
performing on all members of the clarinet and saxophone 
family. Debbie has toured in the USA, Canada, Switzerland, 
Singapore, Belgium, the UK, Australia, and played frequently 
in this country for Chamber Music NZ, Arts on Tour NZ, and 

for most of the international festivals of Aotearoa. 
 
Debbie has premiered 2 concertos written for her and commissioned numerous works for 
clarinet and saxophone. She has featured as orchestral soloist on many CD recordings 
including those by the NZSO, New Zealand Jazz Orchestra, Roger Fox Big Band and 
soundtracks for the New Zealand film and television industry. She is also a chamber and 
solo artist on several New Zealand labels [Ode, Rattle, Kiwi Records, Atoll]. 
 
Recently a recipient of the Lilburn Citation Award for outstanding services to New Zealand 
Music, Debbie continues to commission, perform and record the great works of our New 
Zealand composers. 
 
In 2024 Debbie was awarded Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Registered Music Teachers 
of New Zealand (Hon FIRMTNZ). 
 

 


